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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( H k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

e 1677 Harlow Old Fort House i s situated on a commercial-residential main stre 
a half mile south of the center of Plymouth. I t s i t s on a small k n o l l with 
NE gable end to Sandwich Street, the old highway from Plymouth to the Cape. 
The house is a shingled 2-story gambrel cottage, 4 bays wide and 3 deep. The 
entrance i s located off-center on the SE facade. I t opens onto a stairway 
which separates the Great Hall on the r i g h t from the Scullery on the l e f t . 
Behind these two rooms i s a long kitchen, now used as a loom room, buttery, 
and small bedroom. A chimney, with fireplace openings in both the Great Hall 
and Loom Room, i s located d i r e c t l y behind the stairway. The upper floor 
consists of two small bedrooms. 

' • • " f . , , , . ^ . . . . 

Most notable i n the i n t e r i o r i s the Great Hall with i t s exposed gunstock posts 
and framing and i t s enormous brick fireplace. The chimney of t h i s fireplace 
was restored i n 1920 but the huge oak " l i n t e l i s o r i g i n a l . I n t e r i o r room 
pa r t i t i o n s were also restored i n 1^20, but the rest of the house i s o r i g i n a l . 

Also of interest i s a shallow round sandstone sink i n the front corner of the 
Scullery. I t has a spout that drains through a shuttered outl e t to the l e f t 
of the entrance door.It i s of Dutch type, tooled from a large sandstone not 
found in Plymouth. 
Two small 20th c. shingled outbuildings are located to the south of the house 
and contain a classroom, g i f t shop and modern kitchen. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The 1677 Harlow Old Fort House i s not only one of the oldest houses i n Plymou 
but v.'as also i n continual ownership by the Harlow family and its/connections 
for 224 years. I t i s also s i g n i f i c a n t as the home of William H^low. 

According to the Records of the Town of Plymouth at a town meeting held 
July 29,1669, there was granted to Sergeant William Harlow, a man of prominence 
in the Colony, " a l i t t l e knowl or parcel of land on the westerly side of the 
roadway to sett a new house on". This s i t e was a part of the pastures a l l o t t ( j d 
to the freemen of Plymouth for gracing lands for t h e i r c a t t l e , and on i t s 
southerly boundary was a large watering hole. Here William Harlow b u i l t his 
house i n 1677. 

The Harlow Old Fort House, sometimes called the "Water Hole House", i s one of 
the few buildings now remaining i n Plymouth which was b u i l t within the l i f e ­
time of any of those^ho came i n the MAYFLOWER. Of particular interest i s 
the fact that i t was framed with oak timbers from the old f o r t which, as Davi^ 
relates, " was b u i l t i n 1622 on the top of the h i l l under which the tov.,Ti was 
located." The f i r s t f o r t was dismantled at the close of King Philip's. War, 
tfhen danger from Indian depredation had passed. Sgt.Harlow obtained the 
bimbers for his house. The heavy be ams are s t i l l to be seen i n the walls and 
::eilings of the f i r s t f l oor rooms. On some of them are the mortices made in 
Pitting the frame of the old f o r t . On one of the beams, a long strap hinge 
las found, on which the gate of the old f o r t hung; the hinge i s now i n Pi l g r i i j i 
i a l l . 

'Jilliam Harlow was born c.l624 and came to Plymouth from Lynn as a youth of 
ibout t h i r t e e n , but no record of his b i r t h i n Lynn has been found. As he grew 
older, he became a prominent townsman and f i l l e d many public o f f i c e s . His naiie 
,.s often found i n the records of the town meetings and from them , the events 
of his l i f e have been compiled i n a short biography by Theodore P.Adams. 

Vo quote Mr.Adams, "He was admitted as a freeman i n good and regular standing, 
owning property, and with the r i g h t to vote, i n 1654. He was a surveyor of 
'lighways i n 1656, and o f f i c e r of excise i n 1662 and 1665. From 1666 u n t i l 
l i i s death i n 1691, he was one of three selectmen of Plymouth". He was a deputiy 
•;o the General Court i n 1673-1675. He was for many years a rater, or i n modem 
•:erms an assessor, called upon to col l e c t the minister's modest salary of 
(0 pounds, par t l y i n money, p a r t l y i n wheat, but t e r , t a r , shingles, Indiar. corrj, 
end other commodities, as was the custom of his time. On the records, he is 
usually called Sergeant William Harlow. cont d 



9. MAJOR BIBLlOGRAPHtCAt REFERENCES 

1. Thacher, James, History of the Town of Plymouth, Boston, 1835. 
2. Davis,William T., Ancient Landmarks of Plymouth, Boston,1883. 
3. Wagner,Ruth, "The Harlow Old Fort House',' pamphlet, Plymouth Antiquarian 

Society. 

4. Adams,Theodore, "William Harlow", unpublished biography, Plymouth An t i -
uarian Society, 1921. 

TO. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE 

L A T l T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

L » T I T U r > E A N D L O N G I " ^ ' l D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T h i i L t i s ; T S . R P O I N 1 O F A P r < O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T F N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

o • • 
UTM 

Z 19, E 03,62,650 |N 46,45,540 

L O N G I T U D E 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : l e S S t h a n a n a C r e 

[ L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U t * T e p p J ^ - D ^ A R I ES 

S T A T E : C O D E 
COUNTY j ^ \ > ' ^ ' ^ C?^ 

C O D E S T A T E : 
COUNTY j ^ \ > ' ^ ' ^ C?^ 

S T A T E : C O D E COUNTY: ^ ^ ^ L ! V [ [ ] . -N 

;: OCT? B74 
C O D E S T A T E : COUNTY: ^ ^ ^ L ! V [ [ ] . -N 

;: OCT? B74 
S T A T E : C O D E COUNTY: j C O D E S T A T E : COUNTY: j 

S T A T E : C O D E COUNTY: V > , ^ ^ S 1 R / V C O D E S T A T E : COUNTY: V > , ^ ^ S 1 R / V 

1}. FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T l T L E : 

Mindy Arbo,National Register Editor, for Elizabeth Amadon, Actigg Exec.Dir. 
OR G ANI Z A TION 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 8/13/74 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

40 Beacon Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Boston 617-727-8470 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeRTIFICATlOH 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and proce<iires set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National • State • Local [ 3 

retary of the Commonwealth 
Title Chairman,Massachusetts Hi s t o r i c a l 

Commission 

Date 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 02108 D25 

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby cert ify that this property is included in the 

National Register. . . , , , . . . . 

Director, Ollice ol Archeology and Historic Premervation 

ATTEST 

Keeper of The , 

-̂'̂  DEC 2 6 1974 

/y<r/y} < 

»/» 
m 
m 

H 

•JO 

a 
n 

»1 

i r U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1 9 7 3 - 7 2 9 - 1 4 7 / 1 4 4 2 3-1 



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY • NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

S T A T t 

Massachusetts 

P l ^ m n n n t h 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

DEC 2 ? 118̂4 
CiVumber all entries) 

Harlow Old Fort House 

8.SIGNIFICANCE ' , -

Ini 1671 William Harlow was appointed with others"to inspect the inns and ordi­
naries, and prevent the abuse of liquors. He was especially enjoined to see 
that men did not drink too much and did not become riotous when denied". In 
1682 Sgt.Harlow was appointed by the town to "grant ti c k e t s according to the 
Law i n which cases provided such as are necessitated to t r a v e l on the Lord's 
Day, i n case of danger of death or such l i k e necessitous occasions." 

William Harlow married three times and fathered 14 children. He died i n 1691. 
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