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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (H known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

T-e 1677 Harlow O d Fort House i ssituated on a commercial-residential main stre
a half mle south of thecenter of Plymouth. |t sits on a small knoll with
NE gable end t o Sandwi ch Street, theold highway from Plynmouth t ot he Cape.
The house i sa shingled 2-story gambrel cottage, 4 bays wide and 3 deep. The
entrance i slocated off-center on the SE facade. |t opens onto a stairway
whi ch separates theGreat Hall on theright from theScullery onthe left.
Behind these tworoons i sa long kitchen, now used as a | oomroom buttery,
and small bedroom A chimey, with fireplace openings in both theGeat Hall
and Loom Room i slocated directly behind thestairway. The upper floor
consists of two small bedroomns.

! . LI S . , . ~ . . .
Most notable i ntheinterior i stheGeat Hall with itsexposed gunstock posts
and framng and i tsenormous brick fireplace. The chimey of this fireplace
was restored i n1920 but t hehuge oak"lintel i soriginal. Interior room
partitions were also restored i n1720, but therest of t hehouse i soriginal.

Also of interest i sa shallow round sandstone sink i nthefront corner of the
Scullery. |t has a spout that drains through a shuttered outlet tothe left
of theentrance door.It i sof Dutch type, tooled from a l|arge sandstone not
found i nPlymouth.

Two small 20th c. shingled outbuildings arelocated t othesouth of t hehouse
and contain a classroom gift shop and nodern kitchen.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The 1677 Harlow O d Fort House i snot only one of theoldest houses i n Plynmou
bt v.'as also i ncontinual ownership by theHarlow famly and its/connections
for 224 years. | ti salso significant as t hehone of Wlliam H"l ow.

According t ot heRecords of t he Town of Plymouth at a town neeting held

July 29,1669, there was granted t o Sergeant WIliam Harlow, a nman of proninence
in theColony, " alittle knowl or parcel of land on t hewesterly side of the
roadway t osett a new house on". This site was a part of thepastures allott(jd
to thefreemen of Plymouth for gracing lands for their cattle, andon its
southerly boundary was a large watering hole. Here WIlliam Harlow built hi s
house i n 1677.

The Harlow O d Fort House, sonetimes called the "Water Hole House", i soneof
the fewhbuildings now remainingi nPlymouth which was built within thelife-

time of any of those®ho cane i nt he MMYHLOMR O particular interesti s

the fact that it was framed with oak timbers fromtheoldfort which, as Davi”*

relates, " was built i nl1l622 onthetopof thehill under which t heto.,T was
located.” The first fort was dismantled at theclose of King Philip's. VWar,

tfhen danger fromlndian depredation had passed. Sgt.Harlow obtainedthe

bi mbers for hi s house. The heavy beans arestill tobe seen i nthewalls and

cceilings of thefirst floor rooms. (n sone of them arethemortices nade i n
Pitting theframe of theoldfort. O one of the beans, a long strap hinge
las found, on which thegate of theol dfort hung; thehinge i snow i nPilgriiji
fall,

"Jilliam Harlow was born c.1624 and came t o Plymouth fromLynn as a youthof
ibout thirteen, but no record of hishirth i nLynn has been found. As he grew
ol der, he became a prom nent townsman and filled nany public offices. Hisnaie
,.s often found i ntherecords of thetow meetings and fromthem , the events
of his life have been conpiled i na short biography by Theodore P.Adans.

Vo quote M.Adans, "He was admtted as a freeman i ngood and regul ar standing,
owning property, and with theright tovote, i n1654. H was a surveyor of
"lighways i n 1656, and officer of excise i n1662 and 1665. From 1666 until

liis death i n1691, he was one of three selectmen of Plymouth". He was a deputiy
;0 t heGeneral Court i n1673-1675. He was for nany years a rater, or i nnodem
e:erng an assessor, called upon tocollect themnister's nmodest salary of

(0 pounds, partly innoney, partly i n wheat, butter,tar, shingles, Indiar. corrj,
end other commodities, as was t hecustom of histime. O therecords, hei s
usually called Sergeant Wlliam Harl ow. cont d
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National Register. C s ,

Director, Ollice ol Archeology and Historic Premervation

ATTEST

retary of t he Comronweal th
Title Chairman, Massachusetts Historical

Conmi ssi on Keeper of The ,

Date AN CEC26194

ir U.S.GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1973-729-147/1442 3-1

Iy<rly}

»
m

<

»]



Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATt

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Massachusetts
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY « NOMINATION FORM PI"mnnnth

FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER

(Continuation  Sheet) DEC 2?7 184

CiVumber all i
umber all - entries)  Larlow O d Fort House

8. SI G\ FI CANCE ' -

Ini 1671 W I liam Harl ow was appointed with others"to inspect theinns and ordi-
naries, and prevent theabuse of liquors. H was especially enjoined to see
that nen di d not drink toonuch and di d not becone riotous when denied". 1In
1682 Sgt. Harl ow was appointed by thetown t o "grant tickets according to the
Law i nwhich cases provided such as arenecessitated totravel on thelord's
Day, i ncase of danger of death or such like necessitous occasions."

Wlliam Harlow married three times and fathered 14 children. H died i n 1691.
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