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NATI ONML. REQ STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Truesdale Hospital possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workman-
ship and feeling, andi ssignificant onseveral levels. First, upon conpletion in 1912, t he
hospital filled amjor need for anodemsurgical facility inthe City of Fall River;its
significance inthis area i s heightened bythe fact that Fall River's. three other early 20th
century hospitals have been heavily altered. Second, the hospital was founded by and naned
for Dr. Philermon Truesdale, apromnent |ocal surgeon and medical figure with a national
reputation based onfornulation of a newand successful technique to repair diaphragmatic
herni as developed inthe 1920's. Third, the hospital and acconmpanying Nurse's Residence are
handsone exanpl es of institutional Colonial Revival style design whose several additions

ARCH TECTLRAL STGN H CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features andevaluate in terns of
other buildings within the community.

The Truesdal e Hospital conplex occupies a 5.79acre site on a plateau above the steeply

sl oping banks of the Tamt on River, at the eastern edge of the largely residential Highlands
Historic District (NR 2/16/83). |t consistsof amain hospital building datingfroml1912

with coipatible additionsof 1923, 1926 and 1935 and aniirse's residence, known as M tchell
House, dating frcm 1913 with conpatible additionsof 1930 and 1940. Thehospital i s approached
fromHi ghl and Avenue by means of a sem -circular drive that has recently been reinstated

along with agrassed front law. Therear of the hospital, \Miich has al so been recently planted,
offers aninpressiveview of the Taunton River.

Truesdal e Hospital has a conplex history of successive construction, reflecting its growth
froma small surgical hospital into, a mjor medical ccmplex. The Main Building was designed in
1912 (Sections A&E onattached site plan) by Parker ftorse Hooper of NewYork i nthe restrained
Colonial Revival style popular for institutional buildings inthe early 20th century. As

HSTGRCAL S GNFICANCE Explain the role owers played in local or state history and how the
building relates tothe devel opnent of the community.

"ne hospital was founded by, and naned for, one of Fall River's prem er surgeons, Philenmon E
Truesdal e (1874-1945). Bom i n Quebec, Canada, Truesdale caneto Fall Pdver asachild with
his famly and was educated inthe city's public schools. He graduated fron Harvard Medical
School in 1898, served aninternship at Boston City Hospital and a surgical residency at
Boston Lying-inHospital, before returning to Fall River inthe first decade of the twentieth
century to set up asurgical practice.

Wen Truesdale returnedto Fall River, three hospitals existed inthe city: Fall River Hospital
(founded in 1885 by several of the city's leadingcitizens), City Hospital (™*lich served the
indigent), and the Energency Hospital (\"iich served outpatients), but facilities for major
surgery were neager and unsatisfactory for a physician such as Truesdal e who had been trained
for corplex abdoninal surgery at Boston's |eadinghospitals. 1n 1906, Truesdale and two of
his col | eagues engaged a nursing staff and set up a newsui”ical hospital inthe converted
Sacred Heart Rectory; in 1910 Truesdal e was naned Superintendent of this newHi ghl and Hospit al
and soon thereafter hehired Parker Mrse Hooper of NewYork to begin drawing plans for a

new hospital building.

The physicianand his architect |locatedthe newhospital building onH ghland Avenue, at a
site onthe highbluff overlookingthe Taunton River, [In 1912, the newhospital opened and
in 1915 the institution was renamed for its foinder and becane Truesdal e Hospital.

B BLI GRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

Fall River Herald News, 1930 - present "

Farias, L.F., "Conposite History of Charlton Manorial Hospital," tjrped ns., held by Carenont.

Inventory Forns, Fall River survey; RRQH, 1981; Charlton Manorial Hospital, Mtchell House.

Marvel, VWA "The Truesdale Story," type ms., held by C arenont.

Kennedy, Parel a. "PrelimnaryNational Register Research". 1983, typed ns., held by C arenont
and MC
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Wth the advent of World \r (e, Truesdale volinmteeredforthe Medical Corps and served

in France. H was pixxnoted fron Captain to Major and, while inFrance, he studied with the
noted French surgeon Doctor Pierre Duvall. Anong his other acconplishments, he organized
a mobile surgical hospital unit designed to bring surgical care closeto the battlefield.
After the war and inder the |eadershipof its founder Truesdale Hospital continuedto
prosper and becane one of the |eadinginstitutions of the city.

Truesdal e had trained as a surgeon at the end of a periodof radical change i nthe field.
As a yong physician, he had studied nder the great Doctor M J. Richardson at Boston
Lying-in. Richardson had been a great proponent of the principles of antisepsis, which
along with the advent of chloroformand ether anesthesia had revolutionized the field of
surgery, reducingmortality and failure rates drastically. Truesdale was anor” the second
generation of doctors trained i nthe new siH'ery; as the premer Fall River surgeon, his
career spanned the decades wiiich followed the transformation of medical surgery fron a
chance-filled last resort toa relatively routine medical practice.

Tesdal e himsel f became a wel | -known specialist inaparticular kind of abdoninal surgery
—t he repair of the diaphragmatic hem a, that is, a tear or punctin-e i nthe diaphragm
Relatively rare i nthe nineteenthcentury, the diaphragmatic herni a becane nmore cannon as
aut onobil e acci dents began t o occin- with sane regularity inthe first decades of the
twentieth century. Tnesdal e devel oped a coiu-se of surgery to repair the diaphragmatic

hem a soon after the close of Wrld Wr |; it becane sonething of a specialty of the
Truesdal e Hospital and physicians frcmTruesdal e publishedno fewer than fifteen medical
joumal articles on the procedure. Inaddition, Truesdale inventedthe ri b retractor used

in the operation.

In 1926, Tresdal e created a noving picture to danonstrate and teach the procedure, "rhis
was the first filmrecordof a sui”“ical operationand was wi dely acclained i nthe medical
connunity as an innovative teachingtool, a claimthat succeeding decades have verified
since filmrecords are now a principal device i nsurgical education. The film "Hem a
of the Diaphragnm’, nade use of animated drawings and film reproductionsof X-rays and i s
now deposited at the Harvard Medical Library. 1n 1926, Truesdale was awarded the gol d
medal of the Anerican Col |l ege of Surgeons and his nanewas firmy identified with the
procedure.

A decade |ater, in 1935 the use of this technique i na celebratedcase brought the doctor
and hi s hospital national acclajjn inthe popular media, i nthe case of Alice MHenry of
Qaha, Nebraska, This young girl, apparently a victimof congenital diaphragmatic hem a,
and her physicians at Tmesdal e Hospital becanme a subject of an alnost hysterical media
event. The patient's travel expenses to Fall River were raised through a nation-w de news-
paper appeal and her condition was wi dely and sensationally reported. Tmesdale, returning
froma southern holidayto performthe procedure, found his every stop on the way hone

wel | docunented i nthe newspapers and, on his arrival at the Tmesdal e Hospital, discovered
a huge crowd of onlookers, reporters, and newsreel photographers on the hospital [awn.

A telegraphroan was set up adjoining the surgical recovery roan so that bulletins could

be flashed to a waiting audience and forty physicianswere crowded into the operatingroan
to observe the procedure.

Staple to Inventory form at bott o
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Hee irony of the event, of course, is that by 1935 the procedure was no | onger experinental
but was wel | devel oped andreasonably routine. Nearly aswidely reported asthe Lindbergh
ki dnapping, the operation had a happier ending; Alice MHenry went onto a normal recovery
and, for several years after, regularly made radi o appearances andsol d product endor sanent
based onthe notoriety of her case.

Less sensational but noless inportant was the continuing andlongstanding role Truesdale
Hospital played inthe institutional [ife of Fall River, Sinceits founding, the hospital
has relied upon the active and generous support of |eading Fall Piver famlies. The
physical plant hasexpanded incremental |y over the last seventy years and testifies toits
operational growh as aninstitution, t oitsincreasingpatient load, and to the interest
and benefactions of the citizens of the city it serves. Theoriginal Central Building was
conpleted in 1912. Soon after World Vér ie, planning began for the South Wng, wiiich
woul d add one hundred beds to the facility. That sectionwas opened i n 1923, after a

local building fund canpaign hadraisedthe $125,000 cost, with large gifts fron Ms. KD
MGwan and Earle P. Charlton, the Fall River dinme-store magnate.

By 1926, the North Wng (called the Charlton Surgery) had opened, a gift of Earle P. Charlton,
viio had had a lively interest inthe hospital since 1906 when his son was a patient. | he
Charlton fam |y remained inportant benefactors throughout the history of the institution;

the 1da S Charlton Manorial Libraryroon i sbut oneof their nunerous other gifts. Yet
another lai"e addition was built in 1958, the four-story East Wng andseveral utilitarian
stmctures have recently been aded to the rear of the hospital building. All of these

later (post 1950) additions which post-date the hospital'speriodof significance have
recently been ranoved during the coiirse of acertified rehabilitation, retiam ngthe hospital
"to its hisotirc appearance.

Nursing education has been aninportant elanent inthe hospital'soperations since 1912,
when a school of ntirsing was founded. In 1913, Maria Hicks built the handsane nurses'
residence, then known as Hicks House, nowcal led Mtchell House after alater benefactor.
The stmcture was doubled insizein 1930 withthe addition of its East Wng. The physical
expansi on of the hospital over several decades reflects its growmth froma small surgical
hospital into oneof Fall River's major nmedical centers.

Staple tolnventory form at bottg,
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illustrate in physical formthe changing functions and scopes of activities of 20th century

« hospitals. As aninportant historical conponent inthe institutional [ife of Fall River,
Tmesdal e Hospital meets criteria A B, and Cof the National Register of Historic Places.

Its period of significance is defined by itsoriginal constmction date (1912) and secondarily
by the years of Truesdale's career (1905-1945). The primary period of significance relates

to the years of Truesdale's active career (1912-ca. 1935), as associated particularlywth

the devel opnent of surgical treatment of the diaphragmatic hernia.

ARCH TECTLRAL S GN H GANCE - GONTTNLED

originally constmcted, i twasthree stories in height with arectangular plan oriented
toward Hi ghl and Avenue. Yellowbrick laid upin Flem sh bond was anpl oyed as the nain
constmction material with ahigh granite ashlar foundation andlimestone trim Theuse of
lighter colored headers and a dark nortar creates handsane surface treatment. Thenine bay
facade was symetrically organized around a two-story quatrastyle Tuscan portico with geonetric
bal ustrade. Beneath the portico was aninposing double-leaf entry with transon, enfranmedby
pi lasters andcarved ancones supporting alintel shelf. Theentry was framed by wi ndows with
8/12 sash trinmed with limestone sills, splayed lintels and keystones andset within blind
arches. At the second story 6/6 sash windows are found with linmestone lintels, sills and
keystones. This fenestration pattern is repeated inthe three bays flanking either sideof
the portico. At the third story a scnewhat sinpler schene i s used with 3/6 sash w ndows
accented by keystones and rising froma continuoiis |imestone beltcoiirse, which also serves

as asill. Thebuilding was originally finishedwith ablank parapet rising frcm a pendant
cornice. Brick quoins enbellish the comers of the building.

Three-story South and North wings (Sections B&C on attached site plan) were added to the
original building in 1923 and 1926 respectively, replacing what appeared to be two-story
glazed solariums. The t\MDadditions are virtually identical, except that onthe north

el evation of the North Wng, the third floor is cantilevered slightly out over the building.
The wings are joined to the original central section by narrowthree bay hyphens set back
slightly fron the main facade, viiile the facades of the wi ngs themselves project slightly,
creating a short-amed Hplan. Each of the wings are three by eight bays and both are matched
to the original central section inbrick color and bond, foundation material, trim and
balustrade. Thethree-bay facades facing Highland Avenue are marked onthe first floor with
simple, pitastered Colonial Revival style entries with double |eaf doors and transoms; snall
hoods supported on ancones and ornanented with sinple iron cresting shelter the doors.

In 1935 a .fourth floor was added to the original central section, constncted of matching
yellowbrick with nortar of aslightly different huee Theoriginal balustrade designwas
repeated to match that of the wings. The sash configuration of the third floor was also
repeated t o enhance design consistency. i

In 1958 the main portico was renoved and a massive foiir-story, sixteen by five pay addition
was constncted initsplace. (Section Gonattached site plan) Although constncted of
yel l ow brick, the utilitarian design of this promnent addition nade only token gestures t o
the well-detailed Colonial Revival style of the original building andits 1920's W ngs,
seriously coipronising the stmctur's architectural integrity andinterest. This wing,

al ong W|th several minor rear additions dating fron the 1970's, was recently renoved during
the coiu'se of acertified rehabilitation. Strong hlstorlcphotographlc evi dence, coupl ed
with the fact much original material had ranained intact, allowed for an accurate restoration

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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that returned the building to its ¢.1935 appearance. Removd of large front asphalt
parking areas and restoration of original landscaping, including lawn, trees and shrubs,
have flirther enhanced the hospital's historic appearance.

The building's rear elevation is typically less ornate. The central section appears

deeply recessed and is distinguished by an open three-story porch with ornate, geonetric
balustrades. The projecting end pavillions are characterized by their fenistration,

which consists at each floor of a large single pane window flanked by paired 6/6 sash

that include a 6 pane transon at the first story. A single-story, hiproofeddining facility
has recently been added to the rear.

As might be expected the hospital interiors were unremarkable with patient and service rooms
arranged along long corridors; this plan has been largely retained during the recent
rehabilitation. The Charlton Library Roan, handsonely finishedwith fine panelling,
noteworthy comices and a large fireplace, all executed in the Colonial Revival style, has
also been retained.

Set northeast of the Tmesdale Hospital is Mitchell House (Section F on the attached site
plan), a nurses residence. Set amid lawns, it is reached on the circular drive that
passes in front of the hospital. Along, 2 1/2-story, rectangular building oriented
roughly east-west, with its long southern facade facing the drive, Mitchell Houe is a
handsane addition to the hospital conplex. Its westem half was constmcted in 1913 with
the matching eastern half built in 1930; and designed by architect E. | . Marvell in 1940,
the roofline of the center section was raised to match the two halves, creating a unified
conposition. Built in the same sinplified Colonial Revival idiom and the same brick as
the hospital, it has a broad gambrel roof of slate and is set on a granite foundation.
Fifteen bays long, its central entrance bay is recessed about three feet in from the rest
of the facade. A gabled portico supported on thin columns shelters the pedimented entrance
porch framed with paired columns; the porch is now enclosed as a windbreak. The fenestration
Is regularized, with six-over-six and nin-over-nine sash; twelve gabled dormers set into
the gambrel roof have round-head sash. Tvo-story porches are set at both ends of the
building, supported on square columns with sinple fret\Mork rails. Onthe interior, roons
are arranged on both sides of a long central corridor and are finished simply.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



NPS Form 10-900-a
(3*2)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register off Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation shest

Name
State

»<"\mi

91.

92.

93.

94.

96,

97.

98,

Item number

Fall River Multiple Resource Area
N
-r,ofion/Type of Review
Wyoming Mills StttstantlVQ Sevli?

A-A. DDZIOWNER OBJECTION

Corky Row Historic
oyy_* .

District .
Entered in tlaa
National Eegteter

5,.-3reb ® "lJiij
;«attio.nal E««lipt9r

Lower Highlands Historic
District

Bernard's Folly g*"jBtantive Bexrltwi'!

truesdale Hospital

Manley, William M., House Ent»<f*fl
latioaal Be

latvFBd in 'ih.B
Itotloaal Eegister

totered In the
«eglath|

Sacred Heart School

Border City Mill No.

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

Page /o

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

(L

-J}—Date/Signature

Kegper JzML®

Attest

AAL'-AANNy Y AN <g>>ie

* | teeper
Attest

AAAA_I/\_A_I_II_yII"y/\ ’//<JY»7

Keeper
Attest

Ayeeper

Attest
Keeper
Attest
Keeper
Attest
Keeper
Attest



[

WASO Form - 177
("R" June 1984)

N yq/\ /\y’)J C/\/\/I\'S

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

rol

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Truesdale Hospital (Fall River MRA)

Bristol County
MASSACHUSETTS
YA,
CH resubmission
D nomination by person or local government
d| owner objection
e appeal A - ,
Substantive Review: CZ sample * request '
Reviewer s comments: _ I*s ' n G
IMANATAJLA 0'Mce>tA*A- VHAMNAMAN SV *Na«'i-
Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition
4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? yes * no
7. Description
Condition Check one
excellent | | deteriorated unaltered
im good I lruins altered
o fair | I unexposed

Accessible

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
e completeness

e clarity N
e alterations/integrity , g
e dates fr'.-

| I boundary selection

MR "6 1956

Working No. _
Fed. Reg. Date _

Date Due: t'"NMAANAN T yn ”W’\B
Action:

RETURN.

REJECT_

Federal Agency:

NR decision

A 1)

Recom./Crlt®

continuation shej

Present Use

Check one
original site
moved date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance ~n one pariigrapA?*

" summary paragraph HAIL2M  .VA)IM)AEQ.
e completeness a NA».#
» clarity ' >N )
! |
- applicable criteria eeei'Om!

e justification of areas checked

« relating significance to the resource

e context

« relationship of integrity to significance
e justification of exception

» other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data YA e

Acreage of nominated property RIIDVAS
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature
title date
13. Other
e Maps

« Photographs
e other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed- Date Phone:

GPO 91 8-450

Comments for any item may tie continued on an attached sheet













































TJO

100

Truesdal e Hospital
1820 H ghl and Avenue
Fall River, Massachusetts

M.<0|T10)4 OF-FOufluU hl.-'"* v
MIT.;r».UL. ilCO-.A.-

cEt>rmAL sjirr'ictf. M I MCN

MtfA<ovl PtCi CSftMiil sel<e u»», la:

looy. o*file .£veKCd tv

1?2'4



APPENDIX A

[7OUMB"ENl

N AN EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
C. ..-eUTON M. VIVEIROS ALAN A. SILVA
MAYOR CITY ADMINISTRATOR
Sept. 14, 1983 . A fr A Ce

Testimony of Mayor Carlton M Viveiros, Fall River, concerning
the historic import of theTruesdale Hospital building.
Hi ghl and Avenue, Fall River.

Ladi es and Gentlemen: . *

| am here today t oexpress Fall River's strong support
for theplacement of theformer Truesdale Hospital building on
the National Register of Historic Places.

This action would nmake t heproperty eligible for a

Historic Preservation Certification which, i nturn, will
trigger amulti-million dollar renovation and conversion of
the facility into an Elderly Retirement Center.

The building i sa famliar landmark i nthenorthern
section of Fall River. | tsits on ahill overlookingour
historic waterfront, i nan architecturally significant '
nei ghborhood called the Highlands.

The devel opment of t hehospital over thepast 75 years
has been tied i nwith thegrowth of thecity itself. The
hospital's founder, a fanous surgeon named Truesdale, pioneered
dozens of medical procedures and devices at the hospital.

The first film ever made of an operation was nmade at Truesdale

Hospital. Dr. Truesdale's receipt of theAmerican College of
Surgeons' Gold Medal was a special honor for thefFall River
community.

In recent years, theTruesdale Hospital merged with
another major medical facility i nFall River. A decisionto
centralize both facilities at theother site and t orenane
the new facility theCharlton Memorial Hospital left the
old Truesdale site vacant.

Last year, Janes Karam and The Cl aremont Conpany, Inc.,
two local real estate developers, acquired theTruesdale building,
They obtained unani mous approval from Fall River's Zoning Board
of Appeals t oconvert theproperty toan Elderly Retirement
Center.

As | understand it , t heproposed renovation plan involves
the comm tment of well over $7 million i nprivate investment.



That investment will no doubt be a catalyst for
renewal of properties i nthat neighborhood as well

The City of Fall Riv er supports the Truesdale redevel opment
concept and, in fact, will prepare an application this fall
for an Urban Devel opment Action Grant to HD to assist in
this endeavor. , ,

Clearly, there is a need for nore elderly housing in
our community. Figures last reported to me by the Housing .
Authority show that more than 750 elderly Fall Riverites are on
their waiting lists.

Furthermore, the proposed WDAG and private investment
for the redevel opment of this site, exceeding $10 million,
woul d have a tremendous benefit to Fall River. [ twill put
a vacant building back on our tax rolls. I twill protect a *
building which has historic and cultural importance to our :
citizens. I twill enhance a neighborhood through a creative
concept which i s compatiblewith the tone and |andscape of
that neighborhood. And i twill help meet a genuine housing
need i n Fall River. r:

| request your careful consideration of this property
and hope that you will take the steps necessary for listing
it on the National Register, and that you will support
the Application for Historic Preservation

Thank you very much. g oI

, fa'

Carlton M Viveiros, Mayor
City of Fall River
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Ore Govanment Center, Fdl River, Ma 02722

April 05, 1983

M. H JayCarney, CP.M
Vice President/Devel opment
The Claremont Conpany, Inc.
The Duff Building

628 Pl easant Street

Box 6001

New Bedford, Mass, 02742 P Doy et

Dear Mr. Carney,

(h behalf of the Fall River Historical Conm ssion, we
wish t oexpress our appreciation for your excellent
presentation andi n depth explanation of your proposed
reuse of the Truesdal e Hospital property. The removal

of non-conformng intrusions that have been addedt o

the structure inthe past three decades along witht he
restoration of |andscaped areas where |arge asphalt
parking areas exist will greatly enhance the appearances
of the main buildings of the conplex.

The Fall River Historical Conm ssion wholeheartedly
supports your ambitious program andvoted t ofully endorse
your request for their support i nseeking placement of
the conmplex on the National Reglster of Hlstorlc Pl aces,

L N J - fr'. : [ ]
. sy Motion to support by Barbara Medelros second
by John Gleason with all members votlng in
favor of endorsement. ~.?

sincerely yours.

William R Hargraves” Jr.

_ City Preservation Officer
WRH j i



THE GENERAL COURT OF MASSACHUSETTS
State Senate

STATE HOUSE. BOSTON 02133

AO CHAIRMAN
ENERGY COMMITTEE

< MEMBER OF COMMITTEESON
HON, WILLIAM Q. MACLEAN , BANKS AND BANKING
BRISTOL AND PLYMOUTH DISTRICT COMMERCE AND LABOR
ROOM 423 PUBLIC SAFETY
TEL. 722-1440 PUBLIC SERVICE

he 28, 1983

-, 1983 A .

The Honorable M chael J. Connolly
Secretary of t he Commonweal th
Room 340, State House .
Bost on, MA02133 AN~

Dear Secretary Connolly:

| ampleased towrite toyou i nsupport of the Historic
Certification Application of theClaremont Conpany forthe
Truesdale Hospital i nFall River.

Pl ease be advised that | have hand-delivered the appli-
cation toW IlliamFinch, Historical Architect with the Mass- \%
achusetts Historical Comm ssion. "The required duplicateof
the application will be sent directly to M. Finch by Jay Carney, %
Executive President of t he Cl aremont Conpany, next week. | n
the meanti me woul d greatly appreciate i ti fyou could begin

;|
processing this application immediately. -

| believe theTruesdale Hospital merits the recognition
of itshistorical significance i nthearchitectural and medical
fields; andl strongly urge your favorable considerationof this
application.

Thank you for your anticipated assistance i nthis matter.
Wth every best wish, | remain , - -

(incerely,

William CJdr,
STATE SENATCR

VIM | cw
cc: M. Hugh Jay Carney
lr. WilliamFinch

y
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CARLTON M. VIVEIROS

MAYOR
March 24, 1986
Ms. Carol Shelly = "y owh
Keeper of the National Register of Hi storic Pl aces Xy yy
Nat i onal Park Service
Departnent of the Interior (KA

18th and C Streets, NNV
Washington, DC

Dear Ms. Shelly:

. Real i zi ng t he extensive renovations and the extremely detailed
work that has taken place on the Truesdal e Hospital as a result of this
most inportant rehabilitation project; as theMwyor of Fall River, | would
like totake this opportunity tonotify youthat I wish towaive ny right
of a 30-day comment period.

The purpose of this waiver i sto assist thedevelopers and the
Park Service i nthe placement of this inportant historic landnmark on the
Nati onal Register of Historic Places.

Your cooperation i nthis matter i snost appreciated.

s -y Sincerely,
i=y>

I yy: Carlton M Viveiros
S ' \% Mayor



CLAREMONT DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATES, INC.

A Claremonl Financial Services Company

, - Mrch 24. 1986

Ns. Carol Sheel |

Keeper of National Register
of Hi storic P aces

National Park Service
Dept. of the Interior

18th and Cstreets, NW
Veishington, DC 20240

RE: Hi ghl and Apartnents - Fornmer Truesdal e Hospit al
Fall River, Massachusetts
Dear M. Sheel | :

As the owner of the above-nentioned devel opnent pl ease be advised that we
recogni ze that the prlo_f)ertyj S being considered for nomnationto the
National Register of Hstoric Places. W arealso aware of the incentives
and di sincentives of the Economc Recovery Tax Act of 1981 and ot her

vy consequences of National Register Listing. W hereby waive all rights to
the 30-day conmenting period.

Yodrs sincerely.

Patifick Carney
Presi dent

R go

175 FEDERAL STREET, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02110 (617) 722-0900



. The Commonwealth of M assachustts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Vaerie A. Tamage
Executive Director

Sae Higtoric Presarvation Officer March25,1986

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of Interior

National Park Service

PO Box 37127

Washington, DC 2001377127

Dear Ms. Shul 1:
| hereby request that theMultiple Resource Area nomnation t otheNational
Register for Fall River, Massachusetts, be amended toinclude the following
property, thenomnation forwhich i s enclosed:

TRIESDALE HOSPI TAL, 1820 Highl and Avenue

(HPCA pending, #0462»- 84t NN 0657)

A copy of themnutes from the State Review Board's neeting of Septenber 1983
is also enclosed. Since thetime of that meeting, theproperty's developers
have renoved t he 1958 east wing, reconstructed theoriginal portico, and
restored thebuilding's facade and | andscapi ng, as recommended by NHC staff.

Both t heowner and chief elected official have waived their rights to the
30 '75 day commenting period (waivers enclosed).

As thedesignated State Historic Preservation Officer for theNational

Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89*-665), | hereby nonminate this
property forinclusion i ntheNational Register andcertify that i t has been
eval uated according tothecriteria setforth by theNational Park Service.
The property's evaluated significancei slocal.

Sincerely,

yAJJAAl kr \dUMAIrCr % o~ A
Valerie A Tal mage

Executive Director J

state Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

Encl osures i.® Wy M YL, ] e



M NJTES OF THE MMSSACH BETTS H STAR CAL COM S ON
METI NG SHPTEMBER 1983

-The meeting was called to order at 1:10 p.m by Acting Chairman, John Curtis.

M NUTES Ms. Freudenhei m pointed out that the Mnutes of the August neeting shoul d
be changed to read that the Wrcester Horticultural Society Executive
Director, not the President, said there were rare trees and shrubs on the
VWrcester Hospital property. M. Harrington noved that the M nutes be
accepted with the correction. M. Chase seconded the nmotion andi t was
VOBEDto accept the Mnutes of the August Comm ssion neeting.

S REY . ADPLANN NG BUH NESS . - ,

M. Curtis suggested that the first item for consideration under Survey and Pl anning,
the Truesdal e nospital, be discussed first because the Mayor of Fall River and several
devel opers were present.

Fal | Ms. Kubie explained to the Conmssion that the darenmont Gonpany and Janes
River: Karamare the purchasers and devel opers of the Truesdal e Hospital Facility
Truesdale in Fall River. They intend to convert the property into anelderly retire-
Hospi t al nment center which will serve the needs of 139 el derly househol ds. The

devel opers are interested in conpleting acertified rehabilitationof the
conplex, but in order to dosothe building nust belisted onthe National
Register individually or aspart of adistrict, or be considered eligible
for such listing andnomnated within 30 nonths of taking the tax credits.
MC staff have reviewed the material submtted by the devel oper and believe
that the building has lost sufficient integrity to render it eligible.
The staff opinion was based primarily onthe loss of architectural integrity
oo caused by the construction of the east wing in 1958 Additionally, the
.« 1958 wing post-dates the period of historical significance of the hospital,
which is strongly tied toits founder, the well known surgeon. Dr. Truesdale.
G further concern is the loss of integrity of the original |andscape design
caused by the 1958'addition and nunerous parking |ots which surround the
conplex. As aresult of the alterations nade to the building andt othe
site's original |andscape features, NMC staff feel that althoughhistorical
associations with Dr. Truesdale are major andsignificant in thenselves,
as is the growth of this conplex into aninportant [ocal medical center,
the loss of architectural integrity overpowers the historical significance
and renders the building ineligible for National Register [isting. M.
Kubi e showed several slides of this hospital conplex. M. Freudenheim
asked i f the architect planned any inprovements. M. Kubie responded that
MC staff suggested renoval of the wing andreconstruction of the portico
and |andscaping t othe devel oper, but hesaid these were not economcally
possible, so NWC staff could not recommend significance in Part 1 of the
application. , I \%

Jay Carney, Vice-President of Devel opment for the Oarenmont Co..first
introduced his colleagues andthen stated his case andplans for the
hospital conplex. He showed aerial photographs and site plans and argued
for itseligibility for National Register listing. He does not disagree
with the staff about the historical significance, however, he feels that
it is also necessary to view the building in anhistorical perspective,
viewing the 1958 addition asthe |ast of several additions tothe original
hospital building, liealso showed site plans depicting "before" and "after
) plans. Hs plans call for elimnating alarge anount of the parking area,
as it would not be needed for conversion to elderly housing,and makingi t

n



NATI ONAL  REG STER NOM NATT ONS

Bost on:
Leat her
District

-2-

into a garden area. M. Carney also told the Coomssion that the
Caremont . has successfully processed and finished 15 historic
rehabilitations, and that now they plan a sensitive reuse of this

hospital conplex. At this time M. Carney introduced the Honorable

Mayor of Fall River, Carlton Viveiros. The Mayor read testimony expressing
Fall River's strong support for nomnating the fornmer Truesdale Hospit al
building conplex to the National Register of Historic Places (see

Appendi x A).

At this time the Conm ssioners asked a few questions. M. Chase stated
that this issue was a question of architectural integrity; obviously oA
this proposed rehabilitation would be a trenendously val uable project

for Fall River. M, Curtis stated that the Gonm ssion should be

examning only the question of whether or not the building neets the
National Register criteria. M. Chase also .questioned the precedent the
Conm ssion woul d be setting by accepting this conplex as eligible. Patrick
Carney stated that the tax credits were critical to the rehabilitation

and feels that the historical significanceshould be carefully weighed.

The architect for the project, Phil Hesko said he was investigating

ways to accommodate the 1958 addition. H would like to integratei t

with the older portion of the building ina sensitive and aesthetically

pl easi ng nanner.

M. Curtis asked for a motion. M. Igoe noved to nomnate this property
for National Register listing. M. Lyons seconded the nmotion. M.
Talmage and M. Curtis remnded the Comm ssion that they were only
voting to nomnate the property to the National Register; the final
decision on eligibility would be naae by the Keeper of the National
Register. M. lgoe was in favor of voting the conplex eligible.
The rest of the Commi ssioners voted nay, with M. Freudenheimabstaining, &
Thus, the MC voted against nominating the Truesdale Hospital to the

Nati onal Register.

Presented by: M. Jenkins "/

Criteria mt: A B C n
Level: State

Applicant: Boston Landmarks Comi ssion
Comments: 2 in favor, 4 objections

Bounded by Kneel and, Atlantic, Essex and Al bany/Lincoln Streets, the
Leather District is characterized by 5 to 6-story red brick warehouses
and whol esal e houses, nmany of which retain original features Iike cast-iron
storefronts. Many were designed by local architects and represent a
high level of design. Oaners were notified individually using addresses
obtained from the Boston assessor's records. [Due to inaccurate records
and addresses, 13 notices were returned; 7 were sent out again as a
courtesy, to where the owner could be located. Furthernore, a neeting
organi zed by Judith MDonough of BC and M. Ofant of MC was held in
Spring of 1983 in the district to explainthe ramfications of [isting
and availability of tax credits to interested owiers. M. Jenkins showed
several slides of this district.

M. Curtis asked for comments from the audience. M. Roger Dashaw stepped
forward. H is the ower of 18 South Street. H read a letter which
expressed his sentiments as well as those of the owner of Berman Leather



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE IMTERIO
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

TELEPHONE REPORT

1. CALL n TO; [H FROM (Nmmm) 2. ADDRESS

». SUBJECT, PROJECT NO., ETC.

4. DETAILS OF DISCUSSION

NAME OF PERSON PLACINtt/RECEI VINS CALI. TITLE

S'M»uleM?

FHR-8-227
June 1978

TIME OF CALL

575"

(Tml.Mo.llnmmdmd)
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The Commonwedlth of Massachusetts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary

Massechusatts Historical Commisson i '

VderieA. Tdmage -

Executive Director

State Historic Preservation Officer ey MtETI™ |}

%}." >g* M
Mamo S
To. Bill Bushong, Beth Savage, NR-NPS
Frcm: Sally ZInmennan, MHC
R Additional Information, Truesdal e Hospital R Fall River

4/ 10/ 86
Encl osed you will find anewlB3 nap for the Ttuesdal e Hospit al
show ng addi tional UMpoints further delineating the propertry.

The acreage i s 579 acres. A so enclosed i s a newcover sheet
for the nomnation show ng the correct acreage and new U M.

V& | ook forward to hearing of the listing of this property shortly.
Thank you.

80 Boylgon Stret, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470



