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Property Ngne ViTiite-Ellery Kouse

Indicate each item on inventory form \A.idi is being continued below.
SI GNI FI CANCE

The White Ellery House has integrity of design, materials,

wor kmanship and feeling. | t embodies distinctive characteristics of
form and construction i nitsplank frame and many suriviving First

Period and transitional features and, therefore, meets Criterion C

Built i n 1710 by the Rev. John White, an influential minister, the
house exhibits a certain elegance and refinement commensurate with
the owner's position i nthecomunity: theframed overhang, the very
el aborate chamfering, particularly of thefirst floor frame (iti s
the only exanple i nthe survey where all of thehorizontal beans, not
just the sumer beans, are decorated with thecostly quarter round
chamfer), and thesize of thestructure with itsintegral [lean-to.

The rare survival of three kinds of painted decoration adds
significantly to our limited know edge of |ess permanent forms of
embel i shment of First Period houses, while theincorporation of
certain Renaissance-inspiredfeatures places the house anong t he
earliest exanples of transitional architecture i nthestudy area,
comparable i nsignificance to theParson Barnard House. The sonmewhat
tentative use of Renaissance forms illustrates their newness tothe
- carpenters who built the house. The el aborately chamered first
floor frame i scombined with a plaster ceiling dropped to hidethe
joists; thestaircase with turned balusters, newel posts and drops i s
set 1 nplainly sheathed entry; and the paneled doors have sone of the
wi dest feather edges on record at 3 inches.

The building i san exanple of the devel opment of the restoration/'-
preservation novement i nthepost World War | [ period. The sort of
careful stabilizing and preserving of the house i nwhich archaeol ogi -
cal evidence v;as purposely retained at t he expense of a cosmetic
restoration i sa recent development. The house ranks with SPNEA S
Gedney House i n Salem as an important study tool.

EXTER CR DESCRI PTI ON

The White Ellery House i sa f*ive bay wide, 2 1/2 story plank frame
structure with central chimey and integral lean-to. There i sa
framed overhang on t he facade and hewn overhangs on t he ends under

the gable. Built i n 1710 by the Rev. John White, thehouse received
only one enlargement over theyears: thelean-to was extended tothe
left rear toforma small shed. The building was noved from a nearby
site i nl1947 tonmake way f ora traffic rotary on Rte. 128. The Cape
Ann Scientific, Literary, and Historical Association carried out a
"non-cosmetic" above-ground restoration under thedirection of
Mansfield Brooks i nwhich, nuch archeological evidence was |eft
intact. The association operated thesite as a historic house nuseum
for a fewyears. Now the Wiite Ellery House i s boarded up, awaiting
a decision about itsfuture use. The simple clapboarded exterior was

-
Staple to Inventorv form at bottcm
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renewed at thetime of therestoration. Wndows were returned to
their original locations. Drops at theoverhang, for which there was
sone documentary and physical evidence, were not restored, however.
The single chimey i sat thecenter of theridge.

MAJCR FI RST PER D FEATURES

Many First Period and transitional features ar e exposed throughout
the house. During therestorationof 1947, later finishes were
renoved, revealing framng of oak and pine, early plaster, areas of
decorative painting, and portions of theplank walls.

In t hedownstairs rooms, all of thehorizontal framng menbers have
well-crafted quarter round chamfers, flat collars and stops conposed
of two concave sections. Summrer beans arelongitudinal and 12 inches

wi de. The chimney girts have theadditional refinement of collars
and stops on either side of thesumer beam Posts and exposed sills
have inch wi de flat chamfers and taper stops. | nboth downstairs

rooms there i sa heavy paint line half-way up thesumer beam The
joists (spaced 21-22" on centres), and ceiling boards above t he paint
line areabsolutely clean, nftaking i t highly likely that the ceiling
was plastered below thejoists from the beginning.

Doors between t hedownstairs rooms and t helobby, although part of
the original construction, arevery early exanples of the second
period style raised-field paneled doors. | nthese tvjo-panel doors,
the room sides have raised panels with three inch wide feather edges,
while thelobby sides have flat panels. O Dboth sides, a broad
bolection moulding i sapplied at theedges of t he panels.

Like these doors, thestaircase i soriginal and exhibits early Second
Period style features: squat turned balusters, turned newel posts
with ball finials and drops, a hand rail nmoulded on just one side and
a broad cyma moulding on theclosed stringer. The balustrade
continues up tothefirst runof theattic stairs; thesecond run i s
enclosed with plain sheathing.

In t he chambers, thesumer t"ebeans arefinishedwi th quarter-round
chamfers, narrower than those on thedownstairs beans, and |anmb's
tongue stops. Fireplace walls i nboth chanmbers have original plain,
vertical board sheathing on either side of thefireplace. Rising
braces ar e exposed on theouter walls of thechanbers consistent with
the plank frame construction of thehouse. Several of therear
braces have been renoved t oallow access tothelean-to garrett.

Bet ween each chanber and thestair hail, there arevertical plank
doors. On t hechanber side of thedoor tothesouth chamber, bolec-
tion mol dings have been applied tosuggest a paneled door. Q1the
chanmber side of thedoor tothenorth chanber, theillusion was
carried still farther by theapplication of nolded boards t o ook

like theactual stiles and rails.
Staple to Inventory form at bottom
-2-



| I\}\E\"_CRY I{RM CD\"-I NUATI O\I S"EEI_ ConnurJ_ty: Form No:

MSSAHEETTS H STAR CAL CHMISS ON GLOUCESTER 26
(fice of the Secretary, Boston
Property Name White-Ellery Housf

Indicate each itemon inventory formwhich is being continued bel ow

Several other refinements of finish suggest that thenorth chanber
was t hebetter chanmber: Wiile theend and chimey girts arefinished
with flat chanmfers and taper stops, thefront and rear plates are
covered toptobottom with a board nolded along thelower edge with a
delicate cyma mol ding. | nthenorth chanmber, theceiling was, Iike
the downstairs ceilings, plastered from the beginning.

In t hesouth chanber, theceiling was exposed and v.'hite washed
originally; some of thejoists areeven slightly chamfered. Here,
there areno cover boards on theplates. Plates, girts and posts
have flat chanmfers and taper stops.

Al'though thechimey was greatly rebuilt at thetime of the
restoration i n1947, an attempt was nmade torebuild along earlier
lines. An unusual feature of thechimey i sthesmall fireplacei n

the lean-to attic.

Original clay plaster with hair and eel grass and a skim coat of |ime
plaster i spreserved immany areas of thehouse including i n the
right-hand, south room (ontherear wall, south east corner and on

the front wall, south west corner); i ntheleft-hand, north room
(fireplace wall and outer wall); throughout thenorth chanmber; i n the
northeast corner of thesouth chanber; i nthenorthwest and southwest
corners of thelean-to; andi nthelean-to attic.

In thelean-to arethree distinct areas of different decorative
painting. The ends of thelean-to were once separated off into small
roons. Each of thethree rooms of thelean-to had a different style
of decoration. | nt heroom at t hesouth end of thelean-to, black
sponge daubs were applied toplastered walls, thewhite washed
ceiling and thejoists. | nthecenter room black comas were
painted on white washed surfaces and survive now primarily on
joists. | nwhat was originally thenorth room of thelean-to, there
is a small area painted charcoal grey and daubed with white spots.

In thenorth wall of thelean-to, there nay be an original w ndow
opening, a small, nearly square opening, now covered with solid board
shutter. The door from thel”an-to tothesouth room i s another
exanple i nwhich stiles andrails areapplied toavertical board

door t osuggest paneling.

In thelean-to garret there i sa small fireplace. The cantilevered
tie beans of theintegral lean-to framng arereadily visible i n the
unfinished garret. Also, theends of theplank partition between

| ean-to and main house arevisible above thedoor toleft hand
chamber. They shovj thecharacteristicripping of thelast few inches
of a sawm ||-sawn board.

The attic shows a purlin roof. There arelapped collar beans on the
intermedi ate rafters. The left end gable retains vertical planks,
while theright gable end has recent horizontal boarding.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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LATER SI GNI FI CANT FEATURES

The entire fireplace wall inthe north chanmber, including the
original sheathingon either side and the later vertical feather
edged sheathing over the fireplace, has 18th century grain painting
on it. There i s also 18th c. grain painting on the reverse of tliis
sheathing i nthe upper |obby.
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United States Department of the Interior AN
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Shest First Period Buildings of E. Massachusetts TRA

White-Ellery House, Gloucester (Essex), MA
Section number 2009 supplemental information Page 1

Re-evaluation of congtruction date due to dendrochronology

The results of dendrochronology testing of the White-Ellery House indicate that the house was
framed no earlier than 1710, and that the frame was probably prepared during the winter-spring of
1709-1710. Teding of the bam timbers indicates that the structure was built inlate 1739 or in
1740. William Flynt, Architectural Conservator a Historic Deerflield andyzed the ssmples,
which he collected on August 29, 2007. In the house, deven sampleswere collected from suds,
girts, planks, and pods In the bam, six sampleswere collected from tie beemsand posts. The
samples were of white oak, hemlock, and white pine. While mog of the sasmples from the house
corrdate with aca 1710 date of congtruction, one from the kitchen fireplace mantletree indicated
afelling date of 1742, suggesting modifications to the firebox around that time. Asan adde, the
report noted that the extraordinary number of rings in the mantletree sample indicated that the
tree from which it came was about 400 yeers old.

The full results of the andyss are presented in: Flynt, William A. " A Dendrochronologica Study
of Sdect Timbers from the White-Ellery House and Bam, Gloucester, MA." Historic Deerfield,
Inc., Deerfield MA. September. 2007. The report ison file & the Massachusetts Hitorical
Commission.

A noteon dendrochronology dating

In recent yearstree-ring chronologies have been devedoped for eestem Massachusettsand
adjacent regions, and anumber of buildings or parts of buildings have been evaduated and given
new congtruction dates due to tree-ring dating, or dendrochronology. The principle behind tree-
ring dating isasimple one: the seasond variations in climate produce variations in growth which
ace reflected in the varying width of the annud rings of the tree. The rings in timbersfrom
historical houses are compared with previoudy dated ring sequencesfrom old-growth trees and
from timber from structures with well-established dates to allow precise dates to be ascribed to
each ring. Computer comparisons quantify how good the match is between the two. A
dendrochronologist then andyzesthe results and establishesthe datethe tree was felled. Some
caution must be used ininterpreting these dates to determine the construction date of abuilding.
Sometimes timbers from the same construction phese of the same building have been felled one,
two or more years gpart. However, it was common practice to build timber-framed ssmctures with
green or unssasoned timber, and itis likely that construction was completed within twelve or
eghteen months from the felling date.

(end)
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RECEIVED 2230

AR2 8 A1

NAT, REBIER CHSTOGTWES
The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

April 19 2011 M'|A Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwedth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Park Service

National Regiger of Historic Faces
1201 Eye Strest NW, g"'floor
Washington, DC 20005

Deaxr Mr. Loether:

Endosed please find supplementary information for 34 properties previoudy listed on the
National Regiger of Historic Places, reflecting recent scholarship regarding their dates of
construction, bassd upon dendrochronologica techniques.

These propertiesinclude:
Bogon (Suffolk County):

JamesBlake House (NRIND, 5/1/74)
Fece House (NRIND, 4/26/74)

Cambridge (Middlesex County):
Cooper-Frost-Augtin House (NRIND 9/22/72)

Dedham (Norfolk County):

Fairbanks House (NRIND, NHL, 10/15/66)

Deerfidd (Franklin County):
All properties are located within the Old Deerfield Village HD (NRDIS, NHL 10/15/66)

Allen House (MHC # 20)

John Ashley House (MHC #31)

Eldad Bardwell House (MHC #23)
Bull-Williams House (MHC #47)
Childs House (MHC #53)

Frary House (MHC #13)

Eliezer Hawks House (MHC #58)
Hinsdell-Williams House (MHC # 24)
Jonathen Hoit House (MHC # 9)

220 Morrissey Boulevard. Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617)727-8470 » Fax:(617) 727-5128
WWw. SC date, ma usmho



Little Brown House (MHC #79)

Moors House (MHC #39)

Nims House (MHC #12)

Russ| House (MHC #49)

Saxton House (MHC #48)

Severance House (MHC #19)

John Sheldon - Hawks House (MHC #32)

Stebbins House (MHC # 36)

John Williams House (MHC # 50)
Ess=x (Es=x County):

Cogswdll's Grant (NRIND 4/19/90)
Glouceser (Ess=x County):

White-Ellery House (NRIND, NRTRA 3/9/90)
[Firgt Period Buildings of Easgem MA, TRA]

Ipswich (Essex County):
Paine-Dodge House (NRIND, NRTRA, 3/9/90
First Period Buildings of Eassemm MA, TRA

Merchant-Choate House (NRDIS, NRMRA, 9/17/80)
[High Street HD]

Lexington (Middlesex Coimty):

Hancock - Clarke House (NRIND. NHL, 7/17/71)
Millville (Worcester County):

Chestnut Hill Mesting House (NRIND 11/13/84)
Newbury (Essex County):

Tristram Coffin House (NRIND, NRDIS, 5/24/76)
[Newbury HD]

Sdem (Ess=x County):

Eleszer Gedney House (NRDI S, 10/1/74)
[Gedney and Cox Houses HD]

Pickering House (NRDIS 8/28/73)
[Chestnut Street HD]



Sandwich (Bamdtable County):
Wing Fort House (NRIND 6/3/76)
Winthrop (Suffolk County):

Deane Winthrop House (NRIND, NRTRA 3/9/90)
[Firgt Period Buildings of Eastem MA, TRA]

Hease add the endosed continuation sheets to the existing National Register nomination

files.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg J
National Register Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

Endosures



