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The improvements consist of a cabin, woodshed, fruit room, and two small
sheds. Most of these improvements are old. The original portion of the mai
cabin was reportggly built in 1880. The other sheds are of varying ages.
Much of tHe material used in their comstruction came from the land while the
manufactured items required a long haul to reach the site.

A more detailed description of the improvements follows:

Main cabin - 17% feet by 31 feet - with two full length porches 8 feet wide
on either side. It contains 542 square feet of area in the living quarters
and 496 square feet in the porches. The exterior finish is of untreated
vertical logs. The original portion of the cabin (about 21); x 20) was of
horizontal logs that have been covered with the vertical material. There
is no foundation and the logs rest directly on the ground. Considerable
rot is evident in the lower portions of the walls. The roof is covered with
cheap roll roofing that is in good condition. Originally there was no floox
but in later years a floor of rough fir planking was added. This lowered
the head room making the doors of substandard height. The interior consists
of two rooms. One is used as living quarters and the other as a storeroom.
The living quarters are finished with %' plywood lining the walls. There is
no ceiling. Cheap linoleum covers the floor in the portion used as a kitche
There is no plumbing but water is run by gravity through a pipeline to an
outside tap. There is a crude six volt lighting system. The building has
had fair to good maintenance and the effective age is estimated to about
60 years.

Woodshed - 16' x 25', or 400 square feet, pole frame, mostly open sides,
roof % covered with aluminum, the remainder with wood shakes. It is in
fair condition.

Fruit room - 8%' x 8%' - Rough boards, double walls filled with sawdust for
insulation. This room corners on main cabin.

Sheds - 16' x 12' - Pole frame, vertical boards, shake roof - only in fair
condition. One small 4' x 4' shed roof covering a small 6 volt generating
plant. .
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Whisky Creek cabin was constructed around 1880 when men were attempt-
ing to mine and inhabit the remote regions of the Rogue River. The cabin
is an excellent example of an early miner's cabin; the oldest known cabin
still habitable in the Rogue Wild River Area. The cabin and surrounding
area remain isolated and inaccessible except by river or trail, much llke
it was when the miners first inhabited the area. These historic miners'
cabins are rare along.the. river. Flood, fire and vandalism have removed

most of the cabins of significance.

The name of the original occupant is unknown. P. H. Rushmore filed the
first recorded mining claim on January 5, 1917. He sold the claim to
Hansom A. (Cy) Whiteneck on May 7, 1918. Mr. Whiteneck occupied the cabin
from 1918 to 1954. From 1954 to 1972, Lou Martin lived in the cabin as
caretaker for Mr. & Mrs. L. M. Nichols. The BLM purchased a Quitclaim
Deed from Mrs. Nichols on February 27, 1973. Many of the tools and
equipment used to sustain the miner's remote lifestyle were protected and
still remain in or near the cabin.

This type of structure is of historical interest to the public in general.
The cabin was mentioned in Zane Grey's book 'Rogue River Feud" and in

Mrs. Harriet Wheatley's book 'Lady Angler'. On March 24, 1973, Portland
Channel 12, KPTV telecast the Rogue River Special on the American
Adventure Program at 7:00 P.M. The Whisky Creek cabin and the plams to
preserve it were an important part of this program.
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"Study Report on the Rogue River"
pages 9-15, History.

"Mineral Report - Peavine No. 1, No. 2
H. F. Susie, Mining Engineer.

"Nichols Acquisition File SD-M~16Q" - Medford District Office.

All references are on file at the Medford District Office.

Oregon - Wild Rivers Study Team - 1964,

and Rounder Placer Claims'' -
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2. LOCATION

The cabin is located in the SEXNWY% of Section 34, Township 33 South, Range

8 West, Willamette Meridian, approximately 3 miles by trail downstream from
Grave Creek, or approximately 37 river miles below Grants Pass, Oregon. The
cabin is located within the boundaries of the Wild Section of Rogue River
component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. The cabin lies
about 1000 feet north of the Rogue River. Whisky Creek flows past the cabin
and joins the Rogue River at this point.

3. CLASSIFICATION - ACCESSIBLE TO THE PUBLIC
Access is restricted to the public in that the cabin can be reached only by

hiking trail or riverboat. Motorized vehicles and horses are not allowed
in the Rogue Wild River Area.
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7. Description

The original cabin was constructed in 1880, We have not been able to
obtain conclusive information about who built and occupied the cabin

between 1880 and 1916.

Changes in the original cabin since 1900 are:

1) An attached flat roof shed on the southwest end of the cabin was
removed and a storage room was added., The roof and porches were then

extended to accomadate the storaze room.

2) A floor of rough fir planking was added in the original cabin and

porches, Linoleum now covers the floor in the cabin,
3) The posts holding up the porches were replaced.
i) The shake roof was replaced with cheap roll roofing.

5} Additional outbuildings such as a fruit room and shower room have

been constructed near the cabin.

6) The original cabin has been finished inside with % inch plywood.

8. Significance

In his book, Rogue River Feud, published in 1930, Zane Grey described
the cabin in these terms: a "one room cabin, most comfortable wilderness
quarters, with its rude furniture and trophies of the chase, its w1de

yellow stone fireplace and neat cupboard and shelves."
9., Major Bibliographic references

Grey, Zane
1930 Rogue River Feud.
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