Iowa Site Inventory

Ottice of Historic Preservation Site Number 78
lowa State Historical Department Distri
East 12th & Grand Avenue . istrict Name
Des Moines. lowa 50319 Map Reference #1718
Identification
1. Site Name___ POlYC{gla_l___E_a_rn, Van_Buren Twp., Jackson County
2. Vlllage/Town/Cny 'Van_ Buren vic. TownshipVan Buren County_Jackson
3. Street Address_ TA 64
4. Legal Location 84 N SE 27 NE of SE %
Urban: subdmvision block parcel subparcel
Rural: township range section s section of Y section
5. UTM Location: zone 15 easting_ 718,510 northing_éhﬁ;m; AcreageMMLa_C_Le____
6. Owner(s) Name Gerald Grant
7. Owner(s) Address R. R. #2 Box 75 Preston Towa 52069
(Street address) (City) (State) (Zip}
8. Use: Present Original
Description
9. Date of Construction 1920 Architect/Builder Gus Klenney
10. Building Type: )
[ single-family dwelling O industrial O other institutional (1 religious
[ muitiple-family dwelling [0 educational [0 public @ agricultural

O commercial

11. Exterior Walls: [] clapboard []stone []brick [ board and batten [Jshingles [Jstucco
Wother __vertical sawed boards
12. Structural System: (Jwood frame with interlocking joints [lfwood frame with light members (balloon frame)
[ masonry load-bearing walls [Jiron frame (] steel frame with curtain walls [ reinforced concrete
O other
13. Condition: [Jexcellent [Jgood FKfair [Jdeteriorated
14. Integrity: flKoriginal site [J moved—if so, when?
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable features of building and site:
11 sided. Diameter 50'. Conical, ll-section roof. Open interior.
15. Related Outbuildings and Property: [barn @ other farm structures [J carriage house [] garage - [] privy
[J other
16. Is the building endangered? M no [Jyes—if so, why?
17. Surroundings of the building: [Jopenland [Jwoodland M scattered outbuildings [J densely built-up [] commercial
O industrial Jresidential ] other
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Slgl’llflCCII'lce (Indicate sources of information for all statements)

20. Architectural significance
[0 a. Key structureiindividually may qualify for the National Register "
O b. Contributing structure

[ c. Not eligiblesintrusion

N/A

This fifty foot diameter barn has walls framed of dimension plank lumber with vertical
sawed borad siding. A conical roof comprised of pie-shaped sections--each with a window--—
extends up to a metal aerator at the apex.

21, Historical Significance Themets) Special Function; Farm Sale type.

) a. Key structuresindividuaily may qualify for the National Register
[Ob. Contributing structure
[ c. Not eligible/intrusion

Round farm sale barns were generally built in lowa during the 1910s and early 1920s.
Their purpose was to house livestock as they were shown and sold to buyers. It is not
known what type of livestock was sold from this barn, but it is known from the 1979 Mail
Questionaire that this was a sale barn. The construction, in the early 20th century, of
special purpose barns represented an important experimental shift in the traditional use
of barns. Characteristic of sale barns, the open, unobstructed interior space is well lit
by windows located in the roof.

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Gerald Grant, RR 2, Preston, |A 52069

Soike, Lowell J. Without Right Angles. Des Moines, lowa: lowa State Historical Department,
Office of Historic Preservation, 1983.
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