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NATI ONAL REG STER CRI TERIA STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The former plant of the United States Watch Conpany represents a "spinoff"
enterprise of the American Waltham Watch Conpany. |t was built intw stages in
1886 and 1901. Together with the Anmerican Waltham Watch Conpany, this factory
building provides an unspoiled glinpse of late 19th/early 20th cehtury Walthan s
nmost profitable andpolitically influential industry - watch manufacturing.
Exhibiting elements of the Romanesque Revival style, this plant perpetuates the
wat ch manufacturing factory format pioneered by the American Waltham Watch
CGonpany - narrow wings with aisles of work areas (cont)

ARCHI TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE Describe ijaportant architectural featuresand
evaluate i nterms of other buildings within thecommunity.

Architecturally, 256Charles Street is significant as a medi umrange,
masonry, late 19th century Waltham manufacturing plant which provides an
interesting contrast t oi t smuch nore extensive "mother" factory - the Anerican
Val t ham Wat ch Conpany on Crescent Street. Together, these factories tell the
story of late 19th/early 20th century watch manufacturing i n the United States
and nore specifically inWiltham Essentially T-shaped in plan, 256 Charles
Street's main facade features a four-story clock tower flanked by 3-story wings.
Most of the architectural interest is focused onthe clock tower with itsround
arch gauged brickwork outlined entrance, circular clock at the 4th level, deep
corbelled cornice, andpyram dal roof-cap. This building's wings each exhibit
22 bays. Itsregimental rows of tall w ndows contain 6/6 wod sash, rock-faced
granite sills, andheader brickwork lintels. Thew ngs also display noul ded

cornices (cont)

met al .
HI STORI CAL SIGNI FI CANCE Explain t herole owners played i nlocal or state
history and howthe building relates tot hedevelopment of t hecommunity.

Bl BLI

The American Wal t ham Wat ch Conpany spawned a nunber of watchmaking firms in
Wal tham nost of them short-lived. Theformer United States Vatch Conptny has
housed v.-atch manufacturing or related enterprisesfrom 1886 until the present
day. | tisthe only timepiece-relatedindustry still operating in VWaltham

In 1883, Charles Vander Werd left his job as the mechanical superintendent
of the American Watch Factory to join the recently formed Valtharr. Watch Tool
Conpany. This firm manufactured small machinery anddyes until.it noved t o
Charles Street anderected the first viing of a projected two-w ng,
central -towered factory. The conpany purchased a tract of land on Charles
Street that hadbeen part of the Town Farms 17-1ot parcel (see 1875 nmap).
Measuring 160" x 25, the first wing of the factory was conpleted in 1886. The
United States Watch Conpany's first president was T.B. Eaton andi t s first
treasurer andgeneral manager was CV. Werd. The conpany's first watch was
described as "sonewhat novel in design andconpetent judges state thati t

possesses considerable merit." The plant was closed in 1895 andrenai ned vacant
until i twas purchased in 1901 by a newUnited States Vlatch Conpany (a New
Jersey corporationheaded by Theophilus Zebrugg). The Suffolk
(cont)
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KALiHAM M MRA
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256 Charles Street

NATI ONAL REA STER CR TERI A STATEMENT. U5 Wat ch Conpany, continued

adjacent tolarge v;indows provide anple illumination tofacilitatethe

wat chnmaker's painstaking work. This property possesses integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association, and neets
criteria A and C of theNational Register of Historic Places.

H STORICAL SIGI I FICANCE. continued

V.'atch Conpany of Wl tham was al so purchased by Zebrugg, and i t smachinery and
personnel transferred totheCharles Street plant, where t hesecond w ng was
added according totheoriginal plan. Having bought the rights t ot he"Howard"
nane from E Howard and Conpany of Boston, thefirm was knoim by 1910 as t he E

Hov.'ard V.'atch Works. | t was acquired by a new corporation which came t obe
called Howard Clock Products Inc.. Over time, this corporation has built upa
successful business, nmaking small parts, gear trains etc. |t also manufactures

repair parts for the many Howard clocks nov; i n use, and has nade conplete clocks
of theold Hv*ard design. | n 1977, Ronald A Keenan sold t heconpany t o Richard
Becknman. Keenman bought i t back i n1978. Dana Bl ackwel |, conmpany historian and
cl ockmaker, persuaded t heKeemans t opursue t hereproduction antique clock
business, turning from mass production, toward t here-issue of seven of their
most popular wright driven, 19th century wall clocks.

The US \vatch Conpany represents the work of theprolific late 19th/early

20th century Walthambuilding contractor Robert E @ ancy. | naddition, he was
a wholesale andretail dealer i n"shingles, clapboards, |aths, spruce frames and
boards." He started his business i n1885. H was also an agent for the

National Sheet Metal Roofing Conpany. By theearly 1S90's, his office was

| ocated at 53 Cushing Street, Waltham School buildings were apparently

M.d ancy's specialty. He built theNurse's Training School Chauncy Newhal |
School, Stearns School and Waltham Senior High School. | naddition he built the
Moody Street fire station, theOrient Factory (bicycles), Emery Weel Conpany's
Factory, Dair's and Farnums Foundry and many other Waltham buil dings.

ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE, continued

Two dependenci es stand behind t hefactory. A-contributing one-story, brick power-
house with snokestack i slocated behind and connected t othe west wing. A non-
contributing one story brick shed i s centered behind t hefactory.
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