
AREA FORM NO. 

FORM B - BUILDING 2 \ 1989 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION., 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

REGISTER Town 

WALTHAM, MA MRA 
'waltham, Massachusetts 

Photo (3"x 3" or 3"x5", hlack and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to l e f t side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing 
property's location in relation to 
nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
all buildings between inventoried 
property and nearest intersection(s) 

^^Indicate north ^3^c 2, f-fa.cAe-.J •^kc.ej-

Address 256 Charles Street 

H i s t o r i c Name U. S. V.'atch Co./ 

Howard Clock Products 

Use Present 

O r i g i n a l _ 
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f a p p l i c a b l e ) 

The former plant of the United States Watch Company represents a "spinoff" 
enterprise of the American Waltham Watch Company. I t was b u i l t i n two stages i n 
1886 and 1901. Together with the American Waltham Watch Company, t h i s factory 
building provides an unspoiled glimpse of lat e 19th/early 20th cehtury Waltham's 
most prof i t a b l e and p o l i t i c a l l y i n f l u e n t i a l industry - watch manufacturing. 
Exhibiting elements of the Romanesque Revival s t y l e , t h i s plant perpetuates the 
watch manufacturing factory format pioneered by the American Waltham Watch 
Company - narrow wings with aisles of work areas (cont) 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe i j a p o r t a n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s and 
ev a l u a t e i n terms of o t h e r b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the community. 

Architecturally, 256 Charles Street i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a medium-range, 
masonry, la t e 19th century Waltham manufacturing plant which provides an 
interesting contrast to i t s much more extensive "mother" factory - the American 
Waltham Watch Company on Crescent Street. Together, these factories t e l l the 
story of late 19th/early 20th century watch manufacturing i n the United States 
and more s p e c i f i c a l l y i n Waltham. Essentially T-shaped i n plan, 256 Charles 
Street's main facade features a four-story clock tower flanked by 3-story wings. 
Most of the a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e r e s t i s focused on the clock tower with i t s round 
arch gauged brickwork outlined entrance, c i r c u l a r clock at the 4th l e v e l , deep 
corbelled cornice, and pyramidal roof-cap. This building's wings each exhibit 
22 bays. I t s regimental rows of t a l l windows contain 6/6 wood sash, rock-faced 
granite s i l l s , and header brickwork l i n t e l s . The wings also display moulded 
metal cornices. (cont) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE E x p l a i n t h e r o l e owners played i n l o c a l or s t a t e 
h i s t o r y and how the b u i l d i n g r e l a t e s t o the development of the community. 

The American Waltham Watch Company spawned a number of watchmaking firms i n 
Waltham, most of them short-lived. The former United States Vatch Comptny has 
housed v.-atch manufacturing or related enterprises from' 1886 u n t i l the present 
day. I t i s the only timepiece-related industry s t i l l operating i n Waltham. 

In 1883, Charles Vander Woerd l e f t his job as the mechanical superintendent 
of the American Watch Factory to j o i n the recently formed Valtharr. Watch Tool 
Company. This fi r m manufactured small machinery and dyes u n t i l . i t moved to 
Charles Street and erected the f i r s t v/ing of a projected two-wing, 
central-towered factory. The company purchased a t r a c t of land on Charles 
Street that had been part of the Town Farm's 17-lot parcel (see 1875 map). 
Measuring 160' x 25', the f i r s t wing of the factory was completed i n 1886. The 
United States Watch Company's f i r s t president was T.B. Eaton and i t s f i r s t 
treasurer and general manager was C.V. Woerd. The company's f i r s t watch was 
described as "somewhat novel i n design and competent judges state that i t 
possesses considerable merit." The plant was closed i n 1895 and remained vacant 
u n t i l i t was purchased i n 1901 by a new United States VJatch Company (a New 
Jersey corporation headed by Theophilus Zebrugg). The Suffolk 

(cont) 
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KALiHAM, MA MRA 
United States Watch Company #114 
256 Charles Street 

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT. US Watch Company, continued 

adjacent to large v;indows provide ample i l l u m i n a t i o n to f a c i l i t a t e the 
watchmaker's painstaking work. This property possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, 
design, se t t i n g , materials, workmanship, feeling and association, and meets 
c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

HISTORICAL SIGJIIFICANCE. continued 

V.'atch Company of Waltham was also purchased by Zebrugg, and i t s machinery and 
personnel transferred to the Charles Street plant, where the second wing was 
added according to the o r i g i n a l plan. Having bought the r i g h t s to the "Howard" 
name from E. Howard and Company of Boston, the f i r m was knoim by 1910 as the E. 
Hov.'ard V.'atch Works. I t was acquired by a new corporation which came to be 
called Howard Clock Products Inc.. Over time, t h i s corporation has b u i l t up a 
successful business, making small parts, gear t r a i n s etc. I t also manufactures 
repair parts f o r the many Howard clocks nov; i n use, and has made complete clocks 
of the old Hov^ard design. I n 1977, Ronald A. Keeman sold the company to Richard 
Beckman. Keeman bought i t back i n 1978. Dana Blackwell, company hi s t o r i a n and 
clockmaker, persuaded the Keem.ans to pursue the reproduction antique clock 
business, turning from mass production, toward the re-issue of seven of t h e i r 
most popular wright driven, 19th century wall clocks. 

The U.S. \vatch Company represents the work of the p r o l i f i c l a t e 19th/early 
20th century Waltham building contractor Robert E. Glancy. In addition, he was 
a wholesale and r e t a i l dealer i n "shingles, clapboards, l a t h s , spruce frames and 
boards." He started his business i n 1885. He was also an agent for the 
National Sheet Metal Roofing Company. By the early lS90's, his o f f i c e was 
located at 53 Cushing Street, Waltham. School buildings were apparently 
Mr.Glancy's specialty. He b u i l t the Nurse's Training School Chauncy Newhall 
School, Stearns School and Waltham Senior High School. In addition he b u i l t the 
Moody Street f i r e s t a t i o n , the Orient Factory (bicycles), Emery Wheel Company's 
Factory, Dair's and Farnum's Foundry and many other Waltham buildings. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE, continued 

Two dependencies stand behind the factory. A contributing one-story, brick power­
house with smokestack i s located behind and connected to the west wing. A non-
contributing one story brick shed i s centered behind the factory. 
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CITY OF W A L T H A M , M A S 
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WALTHAM, MA MRA 

U.S. Watch Co./Howard Clock 
256 Charles Street 
1" = 100' 
1975; updated to 1987 
V.'altham Engineering Dept. 

lot #59-28-1 
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