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1. Name of Property 

historic name Schuetz Log Cabin 

other names/site number MOOO-179 

2. Location 

street & number HC 82 Box 103 not for publication 

city or town Dalton 
X 

vicinity 

state Nebraska code NE county Morrill code 123 zipcode 69131 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 

I hereby certify that this X nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards 
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my opinion, the property X meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this 
property be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: 

national statewide x local 

Signature ofcertifying ( certifying oJ 

Nebraska State hfistorical Society 

77-^ ft 
( / Date 

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. 

Signature of commenting official Date 

Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Govemment 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby c|Atify that this property is: 

entered in the National Register 

determined not eligible for the National Register 

other (explain:) 

detemnined eligible for the National Register 

removed from the National Register 

Date of Action 
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5. Classification 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing Noncontributing 
private X building(s) 1 0 buildings 
public - Local district 0 0 sites 
public - State site 0 0 structures 
public - Federal structure 0 0 objects 

object 1 0 Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing) 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 

N/A 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

DOMESTIC: Single Dwelling 

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

WORK IN PROGRESS 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

OTHER: Log Cabin 

Materials 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

foundation: Stone Pier 

walls: Log 

roof: Wood Shingles 

other: 
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Schuetz Log Cabin Morrill County, Nebraska 
Name of Property County and State 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing 
resources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics ofthe 
property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.) 

Summary Paragraph 

The Schuetz Log Cabin is a small, one story rectangular log cabin constructed sometime between 1900 and 1920. The 
property is located in a rural region of Morrill County, Nebraska which had a population of 5,440 in 2000. The log cabin is 
sited in its original location on a ranch along the Greenwood Creek drainage basin. The surrounding landscape is 
comprised of flat to gently rolling topography interrupted by occasional buttes. The property on which the log cabin is 
located has several modern farming buildings and a primary residence for the owners. The cabin and other farm buildings 
are accessed by a gravel and dirt road. 

Narrative Description 

The Schuetz Log Cabin is a one story, rectangular log building measuring 13 feet by 25 feet. The logs used to construct 
the cabin vary from roughly 10 inches to 15 inches in diameter. The horizontal logs are hewn flat on the exterior while the 
corner posts used to connect the logs, are hewn square. The horizontal logs are built up in even tiers as a result of the 
squared corner posts. The gable ends are constructed with vertical boards in the peak, that until recently had clapboard 
siding as part of an overall later alteration. Original stone and mortar chinking between the logs is evident in spots; 
however, much of the chinking is absent. 

The cabin had several alterations over the years that are currently in the process of being removed, bringing the cabin 
back to a historic appearance. The entire cabin was clad in wood clapboards at one point; however few clapboards 
remain, with the remainder in the process of being removed. The southern and northern fagades had small frame 
additions that have been removed. Currently the southern fagade is composed of one window opening on the western end 
and two door openings to the east. Only the openings exist, and no doors or windows are present in this fagade. A 
chimney flue constructed of concrete blocks, existed between the non-extant addition and the original log cabin interior. 
This non-original chimney is in the process of being removed as part ofthe rehabilitation. The east gable end fagade has 
one window located in the center of the elevation that is in poor condition, as only the wood frame is extant. This window 
frame appears to have been a one over one double hung window. The northern fagade has a non-historic gable addition 
to the roof, which is in the process of being removed. Additionally the area to the north of the cabin has a wooden floor 
covering a cellar. An addition to the cabin once existed over the cellar but has been removed. The concrete and concrete 
block cellar is non-historic. The entrance to the cellar is next to the cabin with a three foot non-historic stud frame 
projection existing as part of the previous addition to the cabin, over the cellar. Another entrance is located along the 
north elevation of the cabin. The original door opening is still located in the center of this fagade; however the original 
door is non-extant. The western gable end fagade has one central window opening with a double hung window frame 
without glass. The roof of the cabin is in poor condition currently with many of the original wooden shingles missing. 

The area surrounding the cabin has continued in operation as the heart of a farm since the farmstead's establishment 
Several corrals for livestock, a shed, workshop, bunk house, abandoned outhouse, and modern cabin, have been 
constructed on the farmstead. The log cabin is located at the far eastern edge of the farmstead's building complex, 
nestled in the corner of a small windbreak. Numerous trees are found around the immediate area of the farmstead and 
along the nearby spring and Greenwood Creek. The general topography consists of rolling hills to the west with flatter 
land to the east. Numerous buttes are located within several miles, the most famous of which are Courthouse Rock and 
Jail Rock. 
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Morrill County, Nebraska 
County and State 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

• 

n 
A Property is associated with events that have made a 

significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history. 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

ARCHITECTURE 

• 

• 

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 

Period of Significance 

c.1910 

Significant Dates 

c.1910 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

C a birthplace or grave. 

D a cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property. 

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marieed above.) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

Architect/Builder 

Louis Schuetz 

Period of Significance (justification) 

The period of significance is the estimated construction date of c. 1910. This date represents the Schuetz log cabin's 
architectural significance as an example of horizontal log construction in vernacular architecture. 

Criteria Considerations (explanation, If necessary): NA 
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Schuetz Log Cabin Morrill County, Nebraska 
Name of Property County and State 

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and 
applicable criteria.) 

The Schuetz log cabin is significant at the local level under Criterion C for architecture as an excellent example of log 
construction in Morrill County, Nebraska. The cabin exhibits significance through its unique log construction which was at 
one time a favored and convenient construction method. Despite its fair condition and past alterations, the Schuetz log 
cabin has maintained its core character defining features that are in the process of being revealed as rehabilitation 
progresses. 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.) 

Criteria C: 

The Schuetz Log Cabin is significant at the local level according to Criterion C for architecture. Log construction has long 
been favored in frontier regions for the ease of construction when few building supplies are readily available. As the 
western half of Nebraska was settled under the Homestead Act and Kinkaid Act in the late 19'" and eariy 20"^ centuries, 
log construction was often chosen by those with a source of suitable trees. The logs used in the Schuetz Log Cabin are 
believed to have come from trees along Greenwood Creek. The particular construction method used for constructing the 
log cabin, where corner posts are used for connections, is believed to have been chosen as a result of the short trees 
available in the region. Corner posts allow for shorter logs to be used more efficiently and numerous segments of log 
panels can be constructed in a manner similar to the pi§ce sur pi6ce method; however the doors in the Schuetz Log 
Cabin have large boards framing the opening opposite of the corner posts, making this cabin not truly constructed in the 
piece sur piece method. 

Log cabins undoubtedly composed a significant number ofthe eariy building stock of Morrill County, Nebraska. The 
Nebraska Historic Resources Inventory currently lists nine known log cabins in Morrill County. Of those nine the Schuetz 
Log Cabin represents one of the best examples of log construction in the county. Six of the log cabins have substantial 
modifications or additions, altering their character. The two other log cabins exist in a near ruinous condition. Based upon 
the recorded properties, log construction appears to have extended throughout the period of settlement from 1880 to 
1930, with most ofthe log cabins dating between 1890 and 1910. 

The Schuetz Log Cabin is one ofthe best remaining examples of log construction in Morrill County, Nebraska. Sited on its 
original location, the house is in the process of being rehabilitated. The setting has changed little, with the surrounding 
ranch possessing numerous corrals and associated agricultural buildings, while a modern log cabin is the main residence 
for the family. The character defining features of the hand hewn logs and roof frame embodies a rare method of 
construction and craftsmanship for the region and possesses good integrity of materials and workmanship. The design of 
the cabin has been slightly modified over the years, but most of these modifications have been removed and the 
remaining modifications will be removed as part ofthe rehabilitation. The cabin continues to convey its feeling and 
association with the pioneer period for the high plains. For these reasons the Schuetz Log Cabin is eligible for listing in 
the National Register of Historic Places. 

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate) 

Louis William Schuetz was born in Darmstadt, Germany on October 4, 1863. Louis was the son of Phillip Schuetz, a 
German man, who prospered in the profession of slate roofing. At fourteen years of age, Louis was sent to New York City 
when his health declined. His parents' hopes were that his health would improve by living in the city with his uncle. In 
New York City at age sixteen, Louis, then known as Louie, joined the United States Army as a drummer boy. In the Army, 
Louis continued his schooling as was required of all young recruits. 

Louie came to Nebraska in the spring of 1880 to meet with his Army Company E, 21^' Infantry. He was assigned to Ft. 
Sidney to protect Union Pacific Railroad workers from attacks by the Native Americans in the area. On December 17, 
1884 Louie was honorably discharged from the Army. Like many former soldiers, Louie Schuetz took employment as a 
cowboy, being eventually hired by the Stevens and Lytle Cattle Company of Nebraska. A few years later Louie re-enlisted 
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Schuetz Log Cabin 
Name of Property 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been 
requested) 
previously listed in the National Register 
previously detemnined eligible by the National Register 
designated a National Historic Landmart< 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 
recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # 

(Expires 5/31/2012) 

Morrill County, Nebraska 
County and State 

Primary location of additional data: 

X State Historic Preservation Office 
Other State agency 
Federal agency 
Local government 
University 
Other 

Name of repository: 

Historic Resources Survey Number: MOOO-179 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property <.1 acre 
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.) 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

1 13 0659586 4595933 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

V e r b a l B o u n d a r y D e s c r i p t i o n (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

The boundary of this log cabin is limited to the immediate surrounding area formed by the small windbreak on the 
southern and eastern edges. The northern and western edges are delineated by extending off of the ends of the 
windbreak, thus creating a rectangular plot enclosing the cabin. The parcel extends 20 feet out from each fagade of the 
log cabin, forming a rectangle measuring 53 feet east to west and 65 feet north to south with the cabin in the center. 

B o u n d a r y J u s t i f i c a t i o n (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
The boundary includes only the Schuetz Log Cabin, defined by the windbreak and the small amount of land surrounding 
it. The remaining portion of the ranch was excluded due to t non-historic agricultural buildings and development. 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Patrick Haynes / Survey & Inventory Coordinator; Nate Koch / Intern - NeSHPO 

organization NeSHPO date December 14, 2010 

street & number 1500 R Street 

city or town Lincoln 

e-mail 

telephone 402-471-4770 

state NE zip code 68501 

patrick.havnes(@nebraska.qov 
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Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

• Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all 
photographs to this map. 

• Continuation Sheets 

• Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.) 

Photographs: 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) 
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map. 

Name of Property: Schuetz Log Cabin 
City or Vicinity: Dalton 
County: Morrill State: Nebraska 

Photographer: 
Date Photographed: 

Stacy Stupka-Burda 
February 27, 2007 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 

Photo 1 of 6. Detail ofthe southwest corner, Aspect: NE 
Photo 2 of 6. South and West Facades, Aspect: NE 
Photo 3 of 6. South and East Facades, Aspect: NW 
Photo 4 of 6. Detail of logs. Aspect: W 
Photo 5 of 6. East and North Facades, Aspect: SW 
Photo 6 of 6. North Fagade, Aspect: S 

Property Owner: 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.; 

name Theresa Reimers 

street & number 10349 Road 58 

city or town Dalton 

telephone 

state NE zipcode 69131 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This infonnation is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this fomn is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Perfonnance Management. U.S. Dept. ofthe Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY 
NAME : 

Schuetz Log Cabin 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: NEBRASKA, M o r r i l l 

DATE RECEIVED: 2/01/11 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 3/24/11 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 3/09/11 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 3/19/11 

REFERENCE NUMBER; 11000105 

REASONS FOR REVIEW; 

APPEAL; 
OTHER: 
REQUES': 

N DATA PROBLEM; 
N PDIL: 
N SAMPLE: 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

ACCEPT RETURN 

N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS 

REJECT 3-2/-// DATE 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 

REVIEWER 

TELEPHONE 

DISCIPLINE_ 

DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 

I f a nomination i s returned to the nominating a u t h o r i t y , the 
nomination i s no longer under c o n s i d e r a t i o n by the NPS. 
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January 25,2011 

J. Paul Loether 
National Register—National Historic Landmarks Programs 
National Park Service 
1201 "I" Street NW, Sth Floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

RE: Schuetz Log Cabin 
Rural Morrill County, Nebraska 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

Please find enclosed the National Register of Historic Places nomination form forthe 
above resource. This form has met all notification and other requirements as 
established in 36 CFR 60. 

If you have any questions concerning this nomination, please let me know. 

L. Robert Puschendorf 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

Enclosure 

1500 R Street 
PO Box 82554 

Lincoln, NE 68501-2554 

p: (800) 833-6747 
(402) 471-3270 

f:(402) 471-3100 

www.nebraskahistory.org 
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March 21, 2011 

Notice to file: 

This property has been automatically listed in the National Register of Historic Places. 
This is due to the fact that the publication of our Federal Register Notice: "National 
Register of Historic Places: Pending Nominations and Other Actions" was delayed 
beyond our control to the point where the mandated 15 day public comment period 
ended after our required 45 day time frame to act on the nomination. If the 45*^ day falls 
on a weekend or Federal holiday, the property will be automatically listed the next 
business day. The nomination is technically adequate and meets the National Register 
criteria for evaluation, and thus, automatically listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

Edson Beall 
Historian 
National Register of Historic Places 
Phone: 202-354-2255 
E-mail: Edson_Beall@nps.gov 
Web: www.nps.gov/history/nr 


