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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

There were several locations of Fort Michilimackinac prior to its 
placement on the northern shore of the southern Michigan Peninsula. 
Conflict arises among academicians as to the dates of the second French 
occupation of Fort Michilimackinac, though present archaeological 
excavations have placed them there during the early 18th century. The 
old French stockade was much smaller than the British structure (it is 
this British stockade which has been restored). Both forts, however, 
were located on the same site.

After the French and Indian War, the British acquired Fort Michilimacki 
nac and the British Red Ensign replaced the fleur de lis. The characte 
of the fort likewise changed. The French houses were demolished by the 
british to make room for the building of new barriciks as well as m 
quarters for the commanding officer.

!.',-.,..., I""

The reconstruction efforts at Fort Michilimackinac have 'been thorough 
and very extensive. Some sources reveal that the reconstruction is 
not accurate. However, the Michigan Historical Commission has accept­ 
ed the archaeological evidence.

At present the Michilimackinac and Fort Michilimackinac State Park 
is guided towards the interpretation of the same period of Michigan 
History. The Maritime Park (Michilimackinac) is located on the east 
side of the park while Fort Michilimackinac occupies the western half. 
Both are in harmony and do not detract from one another. The entrance 
to the park is the one structure that seems most out of character and 
adds the flavor of the 20th century. A stone structure, the entrance 
building is topped by the Mackinac Straits Bridge.

Inside Fort Michilimackinac there have been rebuilt structures of 
both the French and British occupation. The majority of structures 
are basic one story buildings-the French used vertical logs, while the 
British logs were horizontal. Presently the structures having been 
rebuilt include; the French Traders' fost, a one and one-half story 
building with cedar bark roof, the Chapel which is connected to the 
blacksmith's shop and the Parsonage. Inside the Chapel is an altar 
of wood with wooden benches. The French cemetery is located to the 
rear of the Church. Directly behind the Parsonage and to the east 
is the British soldiers barracks. The Commandant's Quarters are located 
at the northern end of the fort, directly adjacent the Water Gate and 
the King's Storehouse. Inside the storehouse are animated exhibits.

On the other side of the park is the Maritime Museum. A two story 
structure with gabled roof, it is used on the first floor as an 
exhibition hall and on the second floor as a domicile for the men who 
work during the summer in the park. Presently being reconstructed in 
the Maritime Park is a reproduction of the Sloop Welcome, the first
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

French hegemony in Michigan revolved about control of the Straits 
of Mackinac and Fort Michilimackinac State Park in Mackinac City 
commemorates an important bastion of French power on the Straits. 
The first Forts Michilimackinac (there were several) stood on the 
opposite side of the straits, at St. Ignace, and was garrisoned 
between 1681 and 1701. In the latter year, Antoine de la Mothe 
Cadillac transferred ,the garrison to Detroit, leaving the vital 
straits apparently unprotected for fourteen years. French soldiers 
returned to the area in 1715, when a new Fort Michilimackinac was 
built on the southern shore of Mackinac City. The fleur de lis 
of France flew over this fort until 1760, when, as a result of the 
French and Indian War, the French abandoned the post after Canada had 
been lost to the British. Subsequent to the humiliation of the French, 
English troops occupied Fort Michilimackinac in 1761.

The French-built fort was eventually abandoned by the British. A 
sudden Indian attack part of Pontiac's rebellion, on the garrison 
resulted in its massacre in 1763, but within a year the redcoats had 
re-occupied Fort Michilimackinac. In 1781, when it seemed that the 
Americans were about to attack, the fort's commander abandoned the post 
and established a new Fort Michilimackinac on Mackinac Island, on the 
other side of the straits.
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ship built on the Straits.

BOUNDARY INFORMATION AND JUSTIFICATION

Because both sections of the Michilimackinac State Park are centered on 
the same theme they are included within the boundary. Beginning at the 
juncture of the western side of lot 3 and the Straits of Mackinac proceed 
south across Straits Avenue to the western edge of lot 3 to a point which 
intersects Sinclair Street, thence proceed east along the northern edge of 
Sinclair Street to a point which intersects Lovingly Street, thence north 
along the west side of Lovingly Street to a point which intersects the 
north side of Straits Avenue, thence east along the northern edge of 
Straits Avenue to the Western edge of lot 12, excluding lots 12 and 13, 
but including lots 14 and 15, the line continues to the Straits of 
Mackinac. The northern boundary is congruent with the shoreline of 
the Straits of Mackinac. It should be emphasized that the landmark is a 
site. Structures representative of the historic period and later 
buildings utilized for interpretive purposes, do not contribute to the 
national significance of the landmark.

The boundary of the landmark is coterminus with the boundary of the 
State parks and includes areas beyond the immediate confines of the 
fortification because of the likelihood of subterranean resources 
associated with historic settlements in the vicinity.

The site of the fort and associated structures is situated in Fort 
Michilimackinac State Park, just to the west of the bridge piers, but 
the structures themselves are reconstructions and are not considered a 
nationally significant resource.


