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Town Wakefield 

Address 69^ Main S t r ee t 

Historic Name Dr. S. 0. Richardson Hous 

Photo (3"x3" or 3'x5', black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketdi Map: Draw map showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between invaitoried property and nearest 
intersecticxi (s). 
indicate north 

Dse: Present dwelling 

Original riw^i i ing 

DESailPTICN 

Date 1837-^1 ' 

Source Eaton. 18Q6 

Style Greek Revival 

Architect NA 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings g:arage noncont - r ibut ing 

Major Alterations (with dates) 2 s t o r y 

a d d i t i n n rear - t h i s centurv 

Condition Fa i r 

%A''':'7''. 

Date C-Ty^iA - {'Mt>'s. Moved V E S  

Acreage Less'^than one 'acre 

Setting one corner , faces west 

DTM REFEJIESCE i Q/^goof^n/hyn^^pn 

OSGS qiftPRANGLE nn^tnn nnnth ^ Mfl 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Recorded by A r c h i t e c t u r a l Preserva t ion 
Asaociatea  

Organization Wakefie ld H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission 

Date March. I985 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (If applicable) 
tv/o • " 

The Richardson House i s notable as one of4 the most high style Greek 
Revival houses i n town, with unusually f i n e d e t a i l i n g , which was 
b u i l t by a prominent Wakefield doctor/manufacturer. The house retains 
i n t e g r i t y of design, materials, workmanship, fee l i n g and association, and 
meets ^XCe^ffym & C of the NRHP on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTDRAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate 'in terms of 
other buildings within the comnunity. 

This i s one of the most high style Greek Revival houses i n Wakefield. 
I t i s unusual as the only gable end house with f i v e bays facing the 
st r e e t , for i t s elegant recessed door surround, and for the fineness 
of i t s d e t a i l s . The center door surround i s deeply recessed, and 
composed of a f l u t e d architrave surround with bossed cornerblocks. 
Thin f l u t e d p i l a s t e r s , three quarter length s i d e l i g h t s , and a four . 
l i g h t transom frame the door. A flushboarded pediment contains a 
gable window surmounted with a dummy fan. The smooth pediment and 

, dummy fan are also used at l68 Salem Street, another f i n e l y detailed 
house of the same early Greek Revival period. The house was moved 
to the s i t e , but does not appear to have been altered s i g n i f i c a n t l y . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role cwners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. ' 

• "y_ This was the house of Dr. Solon 0. Richardson (I809-I873), the son of 
Dr. Nathan Richardson (I78I-I837). His father invented and began the 
manufacture In I808 of Richardson's Sherry Wine B i t t e r s , a medicinal 
concoction, which grew to be popular. The son, who grew up i n North 
Reading but moved to South Reading, was also a good doctor before his 
own health broke down. After t h i s he devoted himself to the manufacture 
of the medicine. He pioneered the design of the bot t l e s , labels 
and wrappers, and devised new shipping and marketing strategies. 
The success of the product was said to bring him fame and affluence. 
He was a charitable, r e l i g i o u s man. Interested i n hi s t o r y , he was 
the o r i g i n a l mover i n publishing Eaton's 187^ History of Reading, 
and the m i l i t a r y . He was the founder of the Richardson Light Guards 
(1851), the lo c a l company which f i r s t served i n the C i v i l War. The 

* house may have served as i t s f i r s t armory. His son Solon 0. Jr. also 
called Doctor, succeeded to the business. This house was probably 

, b u i l t between Richardson's marriage i n I837 and the b i r t h of his son 
in 18^1. I t was moved from a s i t e on Main Street, but located ' ' 
behind the now demolished Wakefield Theater Building at Richardson ;, . 
i^^^-^ ~ihL mid i<h<io-s. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Richardson, Dr. S. 0., House 
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MULTIPLE Wakefield MRA . 
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STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 
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historic current 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000300 


