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NATI OV REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (If appl i cabl e)

tvlo .
The Richardson House i snotable as one of4the nmost high style G eek
Revival houses i ntown, with unusually fine detailing, which was
built by a prom nent Wakefield doctor/ manufacturer. The house retains
integrity of design, materials, workmanship, feeling and association, and
meets "XCeMfym & C of t he NRHP on thelocal level.

ARH TECTERAL S GNH CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate 'in terns of
other buildings wthin the cormunity.

This i sone of thenost high style Geek Revival houses i nWakefield.
It i sunusual as theonly gable end house with five bays facingthe
street, foritselegant recessed door surround, and for thefineness
of itsdetails. The center door surround i sdeeply recessed, and
conposed of a fluted architrave surround with bossed cornerblocks.
Thin fluted pilasters, three quarter length sidelights, and a four
light transom frame thedoor. A flushboarded pedinent contains a
gable window surnounted with a dummy fan. The snooth pedi ment and
dumy fanarealso used at | 68 Salem Street, another finely detailed
house of the same early Geek Revival period. The house was noved

to thesite, but does not appear t o have been altered significantly.

HI STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE Expl ain therol e cwners played inlocal or state history
bui |l ding rel ates tothe devel opnent of the community. '

y_

This was t he house of Dr. Solon O. Richardson (1809-1873), the sonof
Dr. Nathan Richardson (1781-1837). His father invented and begant he
manufacture | n1808 of Richardson's Sherry Wne Bitters, a medicinal
concoction, which grew t o be popular. The son, who grew up i nNorth
Readi ng but noved t o South Readi n%, was al so a good doctor before his
own heal th broke down. After this he devoted himself tothe manufacture
of themedicine. H pioneered thedesign of thebottles, |abels

and wrappers, and devised new shi pJ)i ng and marketing strate?i es.

The success of t heproduct was said tobring hi mfame and affluence.
H was a charitable, reIiPious man. Interested i nhistory, he was

the original mover i npublishing Eaton's 187" History of Reading,

and themilitary. H was thefounder of theRichardson Light Guards
(1851), thelocal conpany which first served i ntheCivil Vaér. The
house nay have served as i tsfirst armory. Hi s son Solon 0. Jr. also
called Doctor, succeeded t othebusiness. This house was probably
built between Richardson's marriage i n1837 and thebirth of hi sson
in 18"1. | t was noved from a site on Main Street, but l[ocated

behind t he now denolished Wakefield Theater Building at Richardson ; .
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