


ARHTECTUR AL SIGN FI CANCE  (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terns of other buildings wthin community)

The First Congregational Church is' the earliest of three well preserved

religious structures rnSoneham 1t isalso.the tow's most.stylish exanple of

the Geek Revival style. Constructed in 1840, it isa rectangular plan structure 1
resting on a brick foundationand enclosed b?/ a pitched roof. "t is covered with
clapboards on all elevations except it"gable end facade, which isflushboarded.
Qnanent i s concentrated on the facade, whish faces west onto "Min Street over a
pl anted open space. ' The facade i s divided into three, parts by unfluted Doric
pilasters, carrying a full entablature. , Each %art contains an entry with transom
at the first floor and a 66 Iight w.ndowat the second floor. The gable i s treat-
ed as a pedinent .ax contains a triangulfer |ouvered opening. Above the pedinent If

HSTCRCAL SIGNFICANCE Cexplain the role owers played in local or statehistory
and hov, the building relates to the devel opnent of the conmunity)

The First OonEregational Chur ch possesses integrity of location, desigp, setting,
materials, and workmanship. | tissignificant as Sonehams nost fully devel oped
exanpl e of the Geek Revival style, and for its central, role, in .the.tow's
establishment and growth. The Church thus neets criteria AA B and C of theNational
Regi ster of Historic Places .

The history of the First Congregational Church i n S onehami s woven into
the early incorporation of the town. The first church was erected i n 1726, near
the intersection of Sunmer and Pleasant Streets. A reAr neeting house vas erected e
on Spring Street in 1803, and burned.in 1840. This isthus the third structure, >
occupyi ng the ﬁresent site since 1840, and dedicated i nthat year.

The parish was organized as independent of the Town in 1826. A church school
was instituted in 1816, one of tlie.earliest i nthe area. The Congregati onal
Church i s one of the nost inportant ilandmarks of the central business., district,
occupying a bl ock known as Church Square or the " Conmon®.

*'I'* isathreepart steeplewhich consistsof a short rectangul ar base, alouvered
rectangul ar belfry and an octagDna spire. ¢ -

BB.T GR™Ah and/ or REAHRENES

Gonmuni ty of Faith i n & oneham1725-1975
Stevens, History of Soneham p.147
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