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The Dean-Daniel House, constructed in 1911, was built as a residence for
Thomas Mercer Dean, a Texarkana planter and lumberman. In the 1960's

the spacious, two-story, weatherboarded Colonial Revival house was

used as an apartment building, but today the home is being restored by

Mr. and Mrs. Omma Daniel.. Built by Witt and Siebert, a local construction
company, the house is distinguished by a two-story, massive front portico
(west elevation) which features a full entablature (bearing triglyphs
metopes;, and mutules), ‘that: - is sustained by large, paired, Tuscan
columns.

The house has an irregular roof line and is three bays wide. While
possessing a deceptively symmetrical appearance, the arrangement of
major structural masses in relation to each other is slightly off-center.
Centered in the roof above the large entrance portico is a massive
dormer accentuated by a fanciful Palladian window, which features engaged,
Corinthian columns on the mullions and a Gibbs surround on the middle,
arched window. The front door, with sidelights and transom, is set off
by a Classical architrave that is composed of fluted pilasters and a

full entablature. The use of bracketed, box cornices, full entablatures,
and exposed raftering indicates the eclectic nature of the design of

the house. The window fenestration is irregular, and the windows vary
~in size and design.

A porte-cochere, featuring paired columns set on piers, is attached to
the south elevation of the building. Porches are located on both the
north and east elevations. . An expansive stepped, two-tier walkway
leads from the front portico to the street.

A one-stéfy addition to the front of the house has recently been
removed, by the present owners.

The cornice of the west elevation of the house has been marred by the
placement of two small strips of windows. Otherwise the exterior of

the house remains in its original state.

The ground floor of the interior retains its original appearance.
Classical architraves and mantels are the most distinguishing charac-
teristic of the first floor. However, the second story interior has
been completely altered and remodeled. Only the room atop the porte-
cochere retains its original appearance.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Dean-Daniel House is an outstanding example of Colonial Revival
architecture. Built for Thomas Mercer Dean by the construction firm
of Witt and Siebert in 1911, it was modeled after a home Dean had
seen in Fordyce while attending a meeting of fellow lumbermen.

Thomas Mercer Dean was born in Georgia in 1848. His professional

career in Texarkana closely parallels the economic development of south-
west Arkansas. He owned a farm in the Spring Lake area to the north

of the house. He was president of the Frost and Johnson Lumber Company,
which had offices in Noble, Louisiana; Crossett, Arkansas; Frostville,
Arkansas; and Palestine, Texas, and he had investments in the Eason

0il Company. ©0il, farming and the timber industry dominate the economic
outlook of southwest Arkansas.

Mr. Dean died in 1934 and the Dean-Daniel House remained in the possession
of the Dean family until 1958 when it was sold to E. B. Bickley. Bickely"
remodeled the second-story interior in a contemporary style. 1In 1962
another owner -of the house divided the bulldlng into five’ apartments,‘
resulting in further alterations to the interior. However, the most
recent owners, Mr.and Mrs. Omma Daniel, are actively restoring the

ground floor of the interior which retains its Classical architraves,
mantels and wainscotting. They have also removed an addition to the’
front of the house which was attached at an indeterminate time after

the original construction.

The most noteworthy architectural feature of the three-bay, two-story
weatherboarded, Dean-Daniel house is a massive and impressive two-story
portico which fronts the building's entranceway. Approached by a broad,
Stepped, two-tiered walkway, the portico is sustained by paired Tuscan
columns and features a full entablature, bearing mutules and triglyphs.

Another outstanding feature of the slightly asymmetrical, Colonial
Revival House is the large, fanciful Paladian window, which centers
a large dormer located above the portico. The window features engaged

Corinthian columns and a Gibbs surround over the arch of the central
window.

The neighborhood setting of the Dean-Daniel House has changed over the
years in that many of the older residences have given away to newer

homes. However, Beech Street, which passes in front of the house, is
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still brick paved in the 1500 block and the trees which cover the lawn
of the home date at least from the time of construction.

The Dean-Daniel House is an excellent example of Colonial Revival
architecture and the history of the home is interwoven with that of
Thomas Mercer Dean, a man whose career reflects the development of
southwest Arkansas.
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