


NITOW. REG STER (R TER A STATENENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Tiffany-Leonard House is significant for its association wth the

developing nill econony, its new gable—front orientation and Sreek.

Revival ornanment., and its use of brick as a building naterial. It

neets National Register criteria A and C at the local Ilevel and

retains integrity of Location, materials, workmanship, desi gn,

feeling, and association. The boundaries indicated on the attached
+'"assessors map are those of current ownership. y. !

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate In terras of
other buildings within the community.

i This brick
temple-front house with itstwo story quadristyle porch and facade pedinment i sone of the
nmost inmposing 19th-century residences i nSouthbridge. That it was also considered tobe one

of thenost outstanding of i tsown day i ssuggested by a cooment nade i nt he Qi nebaug
Historical Leaflets written around theturn of the20th-century. This source reported that
the Judson-Litchfield House (form#D 448) (ca. 1830-1837) on South Street was built so asto
“outrival" Ammdown Castle" and theBe a Tiffany or Leonard house."

Although thetemple form of theTiffany-Leonard House and much of it sornament i s dis-
tinctly Geek Revival, theslimess of itsreeded Doric colinins and t heless nassive treatment
of theentablatureand cornice areinspired by theearlier Federal style. The use of brick
rather than wood constructioni salso nore typical i nSouthbridge of Federal period residences
than of |ater ones. (See Continuation Sheet)

HSTGRCL SAQNHCGMNE Explain the role owers played inlocal or state history and how the
building relates tothe devel opnent of the conmonity.

Built for Bella Tiffany about 1832, this house was owned for a much |onger period by
the Leonard famly. |t belonged toManning Leonard i n1855 and was still owned by his heirs
in 1898.

Bella Tiffany (1786-1851) was theoriginal partner of Samuel Slater (the so-called "father
of cottonmnufacture i ntheUnited States") i nestablishing Slater & Tiffany, the first
cotton mill inWbster, Massachusetts about 1812. According to Amidown's Historical Collectior
.(1870): "Be(]a Tif fany, John Tyson and Edward Howard were t hechief managers - thepioneers,
the moving spirits - that executed theplans of M. Slater i nfounding what i snow t he principal
busi ness of Webster..." As aresult of a depression i ncotton manufacturing which occurred
due toa flood of English manufactured goods on t he American Market following theclose of
the Var of 1812, Tiffany sold out his holding i nthebusiness i n1816. He then dealt i n
"the conmission sale of Anerican cotton and wool manufactures" i nBoston and New York.
Retiring from that business i nabout 1832, Tiffany noved himself and his famly t o Southbridge
"where he maintained a favorable social position." Wile i nSouthbridge, he was involved
in thefounding of t he Southbridge bank and numerous public inprovements. He also represented
Southbridge i nthestate Legislature. Hiswife, Deborah, died i n1839 at t he age 52.

Manni ng Leonard was an active Southbridge businessman and citizen during a major portion
of the l19th~century. He served as clerk of theCentral Manufacturing Gonpany (form#B-203)
when i t was formed i n1837. By 1845 he was a holder of fifteen of -tllc ei ghty shares

(See Continuation Sheet)
B B XY and or FEFERENES

nmaps, atlases "

Amm down, H, Historical CollectionsVol. 1, 464-468; Vol. |I, pp. 382.385 \
Hol brook. Vital Records to 1850, pp. 154-5, 263
Qui nebaug Historical Leaflets, Vol. |, pp. 14-15, Vol. Il, p. 147
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Cermunity: HRA Eam No

MASSACHUEETTS HISTORICAL COMISSON Southbridge ' C-30L
Office of the Secretary, Bodon
Property- Nane
% Em Street

Indicate each item m inventory forai vAich is being continued beow.

ARCH TECTURAL S| GN FI CANCE (cont ' d)

During the 1830's and 1840's i n larger Worcester County towns, such as Worcester, houses
oof well-to-do famlies like the Tiffanys were being built which were wholly Geek Revival
in character. Hints of the earlier Federal style lingered longer in smaller outlying
communities |ike Southbridge. Other Southbridge houses built in the 1830's and 1840's, such
as the Judson-Litchfiel dHouse (nmentioned above) and the Ham lton Millwright's/M Il Agent's
House (form # 9441)» display a blending of characteristics of both styles.

H STCR eAL SI GN FI CANCE (cont'd)

in the conpany. Wth Chester A Dresser he becane an owner of the mill in 1858, finally

wi thdrawing from the business in 1863. Leonard was active in conservative political circles
in tovmand served as justice of the peace from 1849 to 1883. H was married to Mary F
Amm down, the daughter of Ebenezer and Rebeccah Fisher Ammidown, in 1840. They had several

children.

At the time of the constructionof this house, the section of the east side of Em
Street between Main Street and the original Congregational Church (1822) was occupied by
barns and sheds and only one residence, that of Hol mes Amm down (no |onger standing) which
had been erected in 1830, The first Town Hall was erected on the site of the present Town
Hal | in 1838, several years after the constructionof the Tiffany-Leonard House.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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