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Town Quincv. MA/ MRA

Address _  54-60 School Street

Nane Christ Church Burial Gound
Qwner shi Public
Photo {3"x3" or 3"x5". black and white) Private
Identify on back of photo.
Staple to left side of form.
CESCR PTTON
Approxi nat e nunfber of stones 75
"SV Earliest death date 1737

, _ Latest death date Post civil war
Setch Mp:  Dawnap showng property' s |ocation _ _
In relation tonearest cross streets and ot her Landscape Architect (if known)
bui | di ngs and/ or geographi cal features. Indicate
all buildings between Inventoried property and
nearest |ntersection.

[ ndi cate north. ndition Qod

SE ATTAGHD MP

| ess than one acre!
Acreage 10, 469 sq. ft.

Setting The biurial groxnd is adjacent
to St. John's Catholic Church ona

busy commercial and residential street.
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L&B Q.mE Bl ue H|||S, M\ Organization Qninry TTeigh-OK™Mr*a™  Pr,Tnmi gg-inn
SALE 25, 000 Dat e July 1, 1986/ My 1987



NATI OV REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl )

The site of theoriginal building and cematarg of the Protestant Epi scopal
Society of Christ's Church, Qincy's ol dest Episcopal chiurch, Christ Church
Burial Gound possesses |ntegr|tyof design, location, mat erial s, setting,
wor kmanshi p, feeling and association. “Thesite fulfills Criteria A and
exception Cof the National Register of Historic Places onthe local |evel.

NI ASESSNENT (- AR \VABK Describe naterial s used, designs, notifs, synbol s that are either
canan or unusual, known carvers.

SE ATTAGHD | \VENTARY FORVI GONTT NUATT ON

HSIGRGL. SANH GNE K Ialnre | OUS afflllat|ons najor period of use and eval uate
historical Inportance of ur i al wthinthe community.
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Assessors Recor ds.
H Hobart Holly, Quincy Historical Society.
Draft National Register nom nationprepared by H Hobart Hol |y and Massachusetts Historical

~ Commssion staff, 1978. . _
WlliamS Pattee. H|story of A dBraintree and Quincy, 1878.
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HI STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE — 54-60 SCHOOL STREET
CHRI ST CGHURCH BURI AL GROND

Christ Church Burial Ground is historically significant as thesite of the
original building and cemetary of theFirst Church of England in Braintree,
the ol dest Episcopal parish in Quincy, andt hesecond formed i n

Massachusetts (the first was King's Chapel in Boston). I n1727, a church
building was erected on t heproperty deeded for that purpose i nl1725 by
William and Benjam n Veazie Anglican worshippers had first gatheredi n

Quincy (then Braintree) i ni689. Recogni zed by t heAnglican Society for the
Propagation of t heGospel in Foreign Parts, thegroup i nBraintree was sent
its first visiting minister, WIlliamBarclay, i n1702. From 1702 until t he
church was conpleted i n 172 conmunicants worshipped i nprivate hones and
were forced t opay taxesi n support of theBraintree North Precint
Congregational Parish.

Upon compl etion of their church, nenbers adopted t heusual practice of
setting aside a portion of thesite as a burial ground. Here, parishoners
were buried from 1727 through t hepost-Civil War era. Persons of historical
interest i ntheburial ground include t heReverend Ebenezer Miller (1703
1754). thefirst rector of Christ Church; Reverend WilliamClark (1712
1815). and Joseph Cleverly (1712-1802), a longtime active churchman and
teacher. Cleverly was a school master of John Adans and a friend of |ater
years with whom he enjoyed an exchange of ideas on philosophical matters.
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ASSESSVMENT OF ART VIIRK — 54- 60 SOHOOL STREET
GR ST HRHBUR AL GOND

The Christ Church Burial Gound consists of asquare, relatively flat
ot surrounded by a wought iron fence. Entrance t o the site 1 s nade
through a gate framed by two granite posts onthe School Street sideof
the propert?/. Along School and Phipps Streets a granite base, which
had initially served as foundationstone for the 1727 church, sits
beneath the fencing. Thebuilding site isstill distinguishable as a
plot of low land about twenty-fivef eet square surrounded by an edge of
nounded earth. W thin this perimeter are twofamily vaults whichhad
stood under the church (The church building was asirgale, two-story,
vi%%g)en frame structure enlarged in t B 18th century anddi smantledin

Virtually the entire plot, except the church site andpath, was used
for burial purposes. There are approximately seventy-five marked
graves, at least this nunber infamly tonbs, plus anunknown nunber of
early unmarked graves or graves fromwhich stones have been renoved.

The gravestones, which date from 1737 through the post-Civil \Mr era,
are slate and marble andrepresent arange of mortuary art styles.
Fairly standard design motifs such as death's-heads andcherubs are
present as are portrait effigies andlater urn and willow forns.

The cenetary includes a particularly handsone slate stone which marks
the grave of Ralph Shirley (1734-1737), sonof Royal Governor W I[iam
Shirley (1694-1771). Fi nished onboth sides, the stone contains an
inscription inlLatinand on the front surrounded by a flowering garland
and topBed with adeath's head. A shorter English inscription appears
on the back of the marker. As the stone was conm ssioned by a

prom nent Massachusetts famly, it may have been the work of the one
of the more important stone-carvers working inthe Boston area during
the early 18th century although anattribution is not possible at this
tim.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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SE= PLAN 3004

Address 54-60 School Street
Christ Church Burial @ ound

QJ NCY, MASSAHEETTS / NRA
Assessors Map # 3003

1979

Scale: 1inch equals 80 feet
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