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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Bacon's Castle is the earliest extant example of the cross plan in America. 
It is an English bond brick Tudor building, with a 46'1 1/2" five-bay 
front. It is 25'8" wide with two stories and a curvilinear gable roof. Ther 
are two exterior end chimney units, each consisting of three stacks set 
diagonally to each other. It contains a two-story closed porch and a two- 
story stair tower. It was built by Arthur Alien, probably in the early 
1660s. Extensive alterations were made in the 19th century; a two-story 
brick Federalist addition was made on the east end. The door was removed 
from under the third bay and replaced by a window. A new door was put in 
the connecting section between the original building and the Federalist 
addition.

Bacon's Castle was recently acquired by the Association for the Preservation] 
of Virginia Antiquities (APVA), and an ambitious restoration program is 
already underway. The first priority item is replacing the door in its 
original position. Later partitions are being removed in order to restore 
the original great hall and small parlor. Also undergoing restoration are 
the large cellar, containing several rooms and an eight-foot-wide fireplace.| 
The two large second-story bedrooms and the three bedrooms in the garret 
are being worked on as well.

A whole series of working outbuildings are being restored north of the 
main house, but these did not exist in the seventeenth century. The last 
virgin timberland in Virginia, north of the property acquired by the 
APVA predates Bacon's Castle by many centuries. It is presently being 
removed for commercial purposes.

When restoration is complete, the APVA plans to open the house to the 
public. There are no present plans to remove the Federalist addition to 
another site; although it is fine architecture in its own right it displays 
no unity with the original house, and is of course, completely non-historic 
for the period this site represents •.

Boundaries:

No records exist for the original boundaries of Bacon's Castle. The pre­ 
sent lines for the landmark site must necessarily be somewhat arbitrary. 
They include the land purchased by the APVA and a sufficient area north 
to preserve some of the forest which was undoubtedly a large part of the 
original Bacon's Castle property and vista. As shown by the red line on thi 
accompanying sketch map A entitled "Bacon's Castle" and dated October 30, 
1974, from a point at the junction of Va. Routes 617 and a dirt service 
road, about 400 meters east of the junction of routes 10 and 617, proceed 
north along the dirt road about 570 meters to where another dirt road 
leads off in an easterly direction; proceed northeast about 150 meters to 
the source of the west branch of Castle Mill Run. Proceed about 650 meters 
along the run to a point about 250 meters due west of an old deserted house 
at the end of the easterly-running dirt service road. Proceed due east 
about 900 meters to the east branch of Castle Mill Run, then along the 
run about 700 meters along the east branch. Thence south about 340 meters 
to Route 617, then west about 1140 meters along the north curbline to the 
point of beginning.——————-—————————————————————————————————————-
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Bacon's Castle was used as a fortress by rebel troops during Bacon's 
Rebellion in 1676. It represents the first instance of violent resistance 
to British colonial exploitation in America. The house was built by Arthur 
Alien, probably in the early 1660s. It is one of very few Tudor style 
homes in America, and the earliest extant example of the cross plan in this 
country.

History: Bacon's Castle was a center of resistance for rebel soldiers 
during Bacon's Rebellion of 1676-77. The Royal Governor, Sir William 
Berkeley, had ruled Virginia in an oppressive and corrupt manner since 1644. 
In 1676, Berkeley's inability to protect the colonists during an outbreak 
of Indian raids precipitated a large scale revolt. Nathaniel Bacon, a young 
nobleman,forcibly extracted a commission to fight the Indians. At the same 
time, the so-called "Bacon's Laws" were passed by the Assembly under the 
threat of Bacon's frontier army.

Although they were repealed the following year, Bacon's Laws constitute a 
landmark in the development of self-government in Virginia. They gave 
suffrage to all freemen; they gave the voters representation in the county 
courts in assessing taxes; they ended self-perpetuating vestries, fixed 
the fees of many public officials, prevented sheriffs from serving more than 
one year at a time, or any official from holding two offices simultaneously; 
members of the Governor's Council were barred from sitting the on the county 
courts.

When Bacon left Jamestown with his army to fight the Indians, Governor 
Berkeley declared his commission void, and Bacon himself a rebel. His 
efforts to raise a force opposing Bacon were entirely futile, and Bacon 
issued a proclamation declaring Berkeley the traitor, and demanding his 
surrender. Berkeley>and his followers fled the capital, and for a time Bacon 
controlled all Virginia west of Chesapeake Bay.

Bacon led an expedition into the woods and swamps of upper Gloucester and 
Middlesex, where he destroyed the power of the Pamunkey Indians. He then 
returned to Jamestown, which Berkeley had reoccupied with 200 men. Bacon 
had only a little more than 100 with him at that time, but they routed the 
Governor's forces and forced him to flee once again to the Eastern Shore. 
Bacon was preparing his territory for defense against loyal colonial and 
British troops when he died of dysentery, October 26, 1676.
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Major Arthur Alien's house had been siezed and fortified in mid-September 1676; 
this is the origin of its present name, "Bacon's Castle." The garrison 
stationed there controlled the south James area for three months while their 
cause declined. Bacon's death left his forces under the leadership of Joseph 
Ingram, who proved to be an ineffective commander. Ingram dispersed his army 
in small garrisons, which eased the supply problem but permitted their defeat 
in detail. The inability of the colony to feed itself doomed its defenders. 
Berkeley began to conquer the isolated posts one by one, some by force and 
others by persuasion; most of the leaders were executed with horrible brutality 
By January, 1677, the rebellion was over. Nevertheless, it is a landmark 
in the developing independence of the American colonies, demostrating how 
ready they were to resist oppression, and how far they had to go in achieving 
the economic independence necessary for that resistance to be effective.

GP 0 921-724



\ \ v 
s


