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1. Name

historic Larrabee's Brick Block

and/or common sre

2. Location

street & number 500-504 Main St-reet" iViL not for publication
city, town Melrose AIJ\_ vicinity of
state Massachuset t s code 020 county Middlesex code  il7
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district A public _X_ occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) private unoccupied J  commercial Aj-park
structure both work in progress educational CL private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process yes: restricted government scientific
N/ A being considered X yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner off Property

name Edwin B. and kiarie T. Wood

street & number 107 East Eriierson Street

city, town ~ Melrose h/A vicinity of state  i'lassacnusetts

5. Location off Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Middlesex County Registry of Deeds
street & number 208 Cambridge street ~

city,town  Cambridge state I'ilassachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets
titte of tne Commonwealth of Massachusetts has this property been determined eligible? yes X_no

date 1978 federal X state county local

‘A . . L
depository for survey records ifassachusetts Historical Commission

294 \Mdshington Street, Boston Massachusett s

city, town state



7. Description Larrabee's Brick Block, 500-a04 Main Street, Melrose, rA

Condition Checit one Checit one
excellent deteriorated unaltered X~ original site
A good ruins X altered
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if ithown) physical appearance

Larrabee's Brick Block is located on a 6115 square foot | ot on the west side of ilain Street
in i'lelrose's conmercial business district. The structure is free-standing and aliutst he
sidewal k on itseast side, a narrow passageway on the north, a small fenced inyard on the
west and a one-story early twentieth century building onthe south. Gher buildings in the
imediate vicinity include the 1876 Bigbee-Barrett Block (the only other historicnansard-
roofed structure in the town center), several twoand three-story [ate nineteenth century
nasonry bl ocks, and a variety of altered and one-story early md-twentieth century conmer-
cial structures. The town center was designated as a local historicdistrict in 1979.

The buildi_n% is rectangular in plan, neasuring approximately 35 X 63 feet. |t stands three
stories h|%] with a straight nansarid roof clad in slate constituting the tnird story. The
wal I's are taced with brick laid in stretcher bond. The building sits onagranite sill and

has a full basenent.

Decorative treatne-ftt', which appears on the ;iast (facade) anu north elevations, includes a
single course of alternating recessed bricks between the first and second stories and,

at the cornice, three stepped rows of dentilwork and angled bricks. Scrolled brackets are
located beneath the eaves.

East elevation (facade): The ground story of the facade has two iron storefronts and, i n
the south bay, a recessed entry leading tothe upper stories. Awplain iron lintel extMiids
the width of tne facade. Each storefront has a recessed center entry flanked by plate
glass display wndows. A though al umnum has replaced the original woden franes and the
apron of the ri'jhte (north) storefront is nownadti of brick (ca. 1960), the three iron posts
separating the bays remain; the two-posts flanking the right (north) storefront, however,
are currently encased in black carrera glass. .,

The second story contains a rectangular wndow of 2/2 sash set between a granite lintel and
sill above the nmain er.trahcd. -~ A single angul ar bay wndow is also "locciled over each store-
front and has one-over-one w ndow sash set within nolded arcnitrav®s. Jhe apron of each

bay w ndow has wooden' pdnel s, and the cornice is supported by brackets' ornamenteo with
applied bosses. The mansard roof originally had four dorners evenly spread across the facade.
Al but the soutnernmost one, which survives intact, was renoved ca. 1910 when the second
story bay w ndows were extended upward into the roof. These |ater bays closely natch those
on the second stor?;, except that the wood trimis less ornanental. e remaining dorner has
a gabled hood wnich rests on an el aborately ornanented scrolled frame and contains two-over-
two segnental |y arched sash.

North elevation: The north elevation, which faces onto a narrow passageway, continues the
decorative brickwork of the facade. Toward the rear, the first story contains two segnent-
ally arched wndows with granite sills and, between them is a w de segnmentally-arched

door opening tnat is blocl<ec[.inwith tongue and groove boards. Seven segmental |y arched

w ndows with brick-corbeled hoods, stone, ”ills and two-over-two sasn pierce the second story.
The nmansard roof is punctured by six dornmers that are identical tothat on the facade.
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South elevation: The south elevation, separated from a one-story early twentieth century
building by 1ittle more than one foot, is finished more simply. Toward the rear of ihe
of the lower two stories are regularly spaces segmentally-arched windows. Four plain
dormers light the mansard roof. The facade cornice continues along the east end of tne
elevation for approximately four feet before reverting to a simpler stepped cornice.

West (rear) elevation: Tne west elevation has segmentally arched windows on the first and
second stories. Two-over-two sash is set within a rectangular frame with a brownstone
sill. A three-story partially enclosed wooden porch with simple stick-like balusters

was added ca. 1930 and obscures most of the elevation.

Interior: The interior of the building has been little altered since it was constructed.
The first story commercial space has paneled tin ceilings, embossed tin walls anu maple
flooring. The upper floors, which are in residential use, have tongue and groove wainscot,
on wood fireplaces with carved overmantles, compound molded door and window surrounds

on the second floor and flat board trim on the third, paneled doors anu Mu™ie floors. Tne
stair rail is mahogany and supported by turned balusters.



8. Signifficance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-Histbric conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 A architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
_X_1800-1899 X commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry L- politics/government transportation
invention ey ' other (specify)
Specific dates 1880 Builder/Architect John Eaton
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) *

Larrabee' s Brick Block possesses integrity of |ocation, design, setting, materials, and
workmanship. It isrepresentative of tne snall nmansard-roofed blockS ouilt i nconmercial
districts following the Civil war, andisarchitecturalle/ significant intnis community

as one of only two unaltered nineteenth century conmercial structures in doantown Melrose.
Historical associations are with the building's first owner, a promnent |ocal citizen,

and with the Devel opment of Melrose's comercial center inthe second half of the nineteenth
century. The building thus neets criteria A B and G of the National Register.

Until the md-nineteenth century, Mirp$.e (part of. the, neighboring town of-% den until
1850) was a sparsely settled agricultural community whose economc base was suppl enented
by scattered shoe naking shops. |n 1845 the advent of the Boston & Miine railroadto

*he coomunity opened the area up toresidential suburban devel opnent whicn took full ad-
vantage of the town's craggy picturesque |andscape. The population grew rapidly, increasing
alnost tenfold inthe next twenty-five years. To support tne expandi ng nei ghborhoods, a
smal| comercial center energed along Min Street, consisting of approxinately a dozen
frame structures, nany of which conbined shops and living quarters. 1n1870, angor fire
level ed the west side of Min Street between Essex and Foster Streets. LyceumHall, which
stood on tne site of the nomnated property® was the only salvatable, building.c Rebuilt as
Unity Hall, it was a two-story frame structure; jpontaining. a “pac.iqus . hd L |t was soon
apparent, however, that the ouilding was an anonaly as the rest of the block was rebuilt

in brick or inlarger, nore fashionable frane structures, nany with mansard roofs.

In 1880 Unity Hall was purchased by John Larrabee. The Melrose Jojjr>na reports that the
hall was tobe "reconstructed.” Further artides and an exam nation of the Duilding
suggest nothing of the earlier hall remains and that the entire present building dates
from 1880. The Journal describes Larrabees Brick Bl ock as a "very handsone oul | di ng"
with twoiron storefronts and tenenents above. Tne conpleted building was cited as "a
handson@ i nprovenent,” "one of the best things ever done for Mlrose both as regards good
looks and utility." It was designed by Boston architect, John Eaton, about wiomnot ning
is known at tfie present time. Anong cliebuilding's first tenants wien it opened earlyi n
1881 were C3. Harris whose dry goods shop was on tne ground floor and dentist Aaron Hill;
both nen also resided in the building. ?

John Larrabee (1850-1929), the building's original owner, was a native of Melrose who, in
1367, bought the town's ol dest drugstore i nwhich he had been a clerk. For the next forty-
six years he nanaged t he business and following hisretirement it was continued by his
partner. Vien the drugstore finally closed i n 1970, it was bne'pf the city's ol dest

busi nesses, having been i noperation |u3years. UWuring Larrabee's ownership, it"was |ocated
in the adjacent building tothe north of the nomnated property. It was a three-story
frame mansard-roofed structure built by Larrabee in 1870. (Though still standing, tne top
floors have been renoved and the ground floor extensively renmodel ed). Larraoee was active
in civic affairs, serving as town clerk for twenty-one years, state representative between
1886 and 1887, Melrose's first city treasurer and mayor from1901-02. He sat on the board
of several local banks and served on the State Board of Registration in Pharnacy for
thirteen years. This commercial building best represents Larrabee's active involvenent -
1. Mlrose Journal, 6/26/1880, 8/ 28/ 1880, */b/l88l



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences

@ss, Hbridge Henry, The Hstory of Melrose. Published by the Gty of Mlrose, 1902,
Qutter, WR, Hstoric Hnes and P aces and Geneal ogi cal and Personal Mem)lrsrelaung to
Famlies of Mddl esex Qounty, Nw York: Lews Publishing Conpany, 1908, Vol. [V

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 6115 S.F.
Quadrangle name Boston North Quadrangle scale 1:25.00P
UT M References
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Verbal boundary description and justification

The nominated property includes the building and 611D SFlot known as Parcel 67 as shown
on atlj*ched Melrose Engineering Department mgp (Sheet C 7, 1932/rev. '1979)'.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state [\ code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Kathryn Kubie, Preservation Planner with
nameftite Elizabeth Durfee Hengen, Preservation Consultant

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date November, 1983
street & number 294 Washington Street telephone <617) 727-8470
city or town Boston estate  Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state X ‘ocal ! N

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certlfy that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth b)Uhe National Park Sen(lc;e,-

State Historic Preservation Officer signature lyd./Zctr ANASANANNT WV A Do Le Hi
~ State Hstoric Preservation Cfficer
title  Massachusetts H storical Conmassion date
For NPS use only .
| hereby certify that thisji®operty is included in the National Register |
Entered i n the'
Hat i onal Begl steg date
.eeper of the National Reigister
Attest date I

Chief of Registration
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in the life and affairs of the community.

A key building in downtown Melrose, Larrabee's Brick Block remains today in its original
use, containing small businesses on the ground floor and apartment units above.

Continuation 9. Major Bibliographical References

Kemp, Edwin C, Melrose, MA 1900-1950, published by 50th anniversary committee, 19J0.
Melrose Journal, December 1870-January 1881

Melrose City Directories, 1870-1930 :
Photograph collection, Melrose Public Library

1875 Atlas of Middlesex County (Beers)

1889 Atlas of Middlesex County (G. Walker) :
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*  resubmission

€3 nomination by person or local government
CU owner objection

CZ appeal

Substantive Review: e sample * request

Revievt"er's comments:

.technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one
excellent | | deteriorated unaltered

n good I lruins altered

o fair I 1 unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
e completeness

e clarity
» alterations/integrity -— —
| Idates

| Iboundary selection

Working No.. FEB
Fed. Reg. Date:

Date Due: 3/ A,
Action: iNlCcnEPT

in the RETURN
national FeRistpr REECT

Federal Agency;

IU NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
« original site
moved date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

n completeness 83']
e clarity :
CU applicable criteria i

CD justification of areas checked '
CU relating significance to the resource

CU context

CU relationship of integrity to significance

» justification of exception

CU other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nhominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CU Maps
CU Photographs
* other '

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

signed.

is:

re

Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet












18 Fairview Avenue
Mel rose, Massachusetts 02176
January 20, 1984

Valerie Tal mge, Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
294 Washington Street

Boston, M

Re: 500-504 Main Street, Melrose KIiAS: -
Larrabee's Brick Block ST

Dear Ms. Tal mage:

At a recent meeting of the Melrose Historic District Comm ssion,
| was very pleased t o hear that Larrabee's Brick Block has been proposed
for nom nationto National Register of Historic Places. This building
is very important to the Historic District of downtown Melrose. The
structure with it snineteenth century character greatly enhances the
commercial area.

The Melrose Historic District Comm ssion has recognized the unity
and diversity of the historic heart of Melrose, along Main Street, and
we are aware of the benefits to be gained by protecting this important
structure, which helps togive this city focus and identity.

The importance of the owners of buildings such as Larrabee's Brick
Block being interested i nthe historical aspects of their property nust
be recogni zed and encouraged. The owners of this block have shown such
interest,not only i ntheir treatment of the building itself but alsoin
hiring a consultant to prepare the nom nation to the Massachusetts
Historical Comm ssion.

| urge that the State Review Board look favorably on thenom nation,
Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely yours.

David M Crowl ey, Chai Qpkn
Mel rose Historic District Comm ssion

DME dnd



