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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

La Casa Alvarado is a one-story residence of adobe and redwood, now 
quadrangular in plan. The floor plan of the original adobe section is 
unknown, although it probably consisted of a large, one-room rectangular 
section with at least two extensions on the north side (the den and kitchen) 
which may have been added after the original construction, and possibly one 
extension on the south side running east. The roof on this section is 
hipped on both ends and covered with wooden shingles. The thickness of the 
adobe walls is approximately two and a half feet.

Shortly after 1887 a number of redwood extensions were added to the 
structure. A two-story tankhouse was attached, to the western end of the 
kitchen, A 67 lxl8 ! structure containing two bedrooms was added to the 
southwest corner at the same time, and a smaller wooden structure moved 
to the western side of the quadrangle. Both of these additions were joined 
and the former slightly enlarged in recent years. A porch supported by 
square posts was built around three sides of the structure at about the 
same time, and the inner courtyard formed by the placement of the additions 
was bricked over.

The interior of the structure contains a wooden floor on a raised 
foundation. The adobe section is plastered and has an open beam ceiling 
of cross members supporting smooth planks. The wooden sections have high 
ceilings and redwood paneling. The interior window and door frames were 
strengthened with wooden framing after 188?. The entire structure contains 
several fireplaces which terminate in corbelled chimneys above the roof.

Additional alterations to the structure include the remodeling of the 
kitchen, the transformation of parts of the redwood sections into three 
separate apartments, and the installation of electric wiring and plumbing. 
A redwood tenthouse, the only other structure on the property, was built 
on the northeast corner of the property after 188?. It is currently used 
for storage.

La Casa Alvarado is located in a residential area of Pomona and is 
surrounded by much vegetation on the property.
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La Casa Alvarado, the second oldest known residence and first public 
schoolhouse in Ppmona, traces its origins back to April 15, 1837, when 
Ygnacio Palomares'and Ricardo Vejar received the grant of the San Jose 
Rancho from the Mexican government. Palomares settled on the northern 
section of this grant (present day Pomona) and built an adobe residence 
on a site about 300 yards from where the Alvarado adobe was to be constructed, 
Since the area was virtually uninhabited, Palomares invited some of his 
friends to move onto the property with him. One of these friends, Ygnacio 
Alvarado of Los Angeles, agreed to move to the San Jose rancho and build a 
residence, the one stipulation being that he provide space for religious 
purposes since the closest church was the San Gabriel Mission. Alvarado 
built his adobe about 1840 and for 45 years the padres from the mission 
came to the house once a month to celebrate the Catholic mass until St. 
Joseph f s parish was established in 1886.

Ygnacio Alvarado, his wife Luisa Avila and family occupied the structure 
as their ranchhouse for about forty acres of property. When Pomona's first 
school district, the Palomares District, was formed in 1870 with Francisco 
Palomares, Cyrus Burdick, and Juan Garcia as trustees, it was decided to use 
the Alvarado house as the temporary schoolhouse until a permanent one could 
be built. The adobe thus became Pomona ! s first public school for about 
one year.

In 1886, the Pomona Land and Water Company purchased the Alvarado and 
Palomares property. Dr. Benjamin S. Nichols, who formed the company, moved 
his family into both the Alvarado adobe and nearby Palomares adobe (La Casa 
Primavera) in the following year. Nichols made many changes to the 
Alvarado structure, adding Victorian redwood additions to the south side, 
constructing a redwood tankhouse on the north side, and moving a small bunk- 
house on the ranch to the western side of the quadrangle. The porch which 
extends around three sides of the building was also added at this time.

The house was occupied by the Nichols family until it was purchased 
by the present owners in 1951. Since that time, parts of the structure 
have been in a slow process of restoration. As descendants of early 
settlers in Southern California, the Pages have been able to furnish the 
house with many artifacts of early California.

(cont.)
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La Casa Alvarado is now the only one of three remaining adobes in 
Pomona that has always been occupied as a residence since its construction 
in 1840. It is also one of the few remaining landmarks in the area that 
played a significant role in the social and educational development of this 
region before the founding of Pomona.
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