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OWNER'S NAME:

American Swedish Institute
STREET AND NUMBER:

2600 Park Avenue
CITY OR TOWN:

Minneapolis Minnesota 27

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Hennepin County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:
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Minneapolis Minnesota 2J
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The Swan J. Turnblad residence is a*three story 
75 f x 85 f , connected by tunnel to a two story carriage 
maTely^'SO'x 70 ! . The property, Lots 1, 2, 3, 22, 23f3id 24, 
Addition, is entirely ringed by a stone and iron 
carriage house and the porte-cochere on the residenee/s

fine construction of the mansion began on July 14, 1 
years for completion at a reported cost of I1..5 millio:
tects BoeJame and Cordelia (Minneapolis) approximates a' French Chateau style 
It contains 33 rooms. Dramatic effects are gained by means of arbitrary asym­ 
metry and through irregularities in plan that mask the basically simple mass 
of the structure.

The facade of cut Bedford stone (Indiana.Limestone) features three turrets 
five chimneys (14 flues), glazed solarium over the porte-cochere, entrance" 
portico and terraces edged with stone balustrade. The exterior is in good 
condition with recent repair of the original slate roofing.

The heart of the interior is the two story grand hall. The room,paneled ii 
African mahogany, is dominated by a fireplace decorated with rich handcarved 
woodwork. The secondary orientatl on exposes the grand stairway, again 
with mahogany figures, leading to a broad landing and returning up to an oper 
gallery ringing the grand hall. The stair landing opens to the solarium under 
a picture window depicting a historic Swedish event. The window, approxima- 
10'x 5 f is painted on cathedral glass and baked, creating a transparency and 
lucidity of color. Mr. Turnblad paid the Neumar\^nd Vogal Glass Company of 
Stockholm $27,000.00 to create the dramatic piece.

Other significant rooms on the first floor include the music room with 
Honduras mahogany woodwork, and the formal dining room, the most ornate room 
in the house. Oak is used throughout the dining room with carving of bleacher 
mahogany. The room has a wood coffered ceiling, contains built-in cabinets 
using concave and convex glass, fireplace with wood carved decoration, dining; 
table capable of seating 24, and heavy chairs, all integrated with the style 
of the room.

The paneled library on the second floor uses walnut to contain the Tumbled 
book collection. The other rooms on the second floor, originally sleeping 
rooms, are presently used for exhibition space.

The third floor ballroom and ancillary spaces are in basically original 
condition. The basement, originally gymnasiun, billiard and smoking rooms, 
has been converted to auditorium space retaining the two fireplaces.

The major rooms throughout the house have individually sculptured plaster 
ceilings and the original oriental rugs over wood flooring. Many rooms contain 
specially designed tiled fireplaces even though the building is centrally 
heated. The thermostats on all three floors are original.

The condition of the interior is very good. The modifications have been 
minor ones with the addition of display paneling covering some windows and 
wall surfaces. Moisture damage is evident on the plaster ceilings and walls 
in a few locations. The original elevator has been replaced.

The original carriage elevator and turntable have been removed from the 
carriage house and the first floor space converted to office and classroom 
space. The second floor retains living quarters for service help. The exterior 
limestone of the carriage house is unchanged.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Swan J. ITurnblad was the ownsr of the Svenska Amerikanska Posten, a 
Swedish language newspaper published in Minneapolis. The circulation of his 
weekly newspaper by 1897 was said to be the largest of any Swedish language 
newspaper in the United States. The "Biggest and Best" motto in large type 
on the front page of his newspaper seemed to be the aim of Mr. Tumblad. He 
introduced many printing innovations and owned the first electric automobile 
in Minneapolis.

After proposals from at least three architects, Mr. Turnblad initiated 
construction of his home based on the design of BoelMe and Cordelia of 
Minneapolis. The exterior carving and all of the interior plaster decoration 
were done by Herman Schlink, lxan architectural sculptor.

/"Eighteen woodcarvers worked on the mansion dominated by the efforts of 
Aolin Polasek, a Bohemian trained in Vienna; and the Swiss trained Ulrichixx~ 
Steiner. The Mahogany Association of America considers the African mahogany 
paneled grand hall to be the finest installation in North America.

Mr. Turnblad collected tile fireplaces known as "kakelugnar". The col­ 
lection is probably the largest outside Sweden. The Swedish fireplace in 
the breakfast room had won first prize at the Paris Exposition in 1902. Other 
than the "kakelugn" in the library, wfeich is of German origin, all were made 
uniquely different by the RorstrandkTompany in Sweden. The Rorstrand Company 
also made the large urns placed on either side of the fireplace and the for­ 
mal china with its royal blue and 24 carat gold design.

On December 9, JJ2£» Mr. Turnblad founded the American Institute of Arts 
nd Sciences with his donation of the mansion, the newspaper, his 

book collection and all artifacts which he collected in his lifetime. Mr. 
Turnblad said,"It has been my lifelong ambition to foster and preserve Swedi 
culture in America."

Known today as the American Swedish Institute, the building houses an 
extensive collection of Swedish and Swedish-American exhibits.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q] State Q Local [^_

Title Director, Minnesota Historioa 1

Date

Society

STATE CODE
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic P0e~seFva~tio.n

AUG 2 6 1971
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STREET AND NUM BER:

P600 Pft-rTr
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Minneapolis
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SOURCE:
U.S.G.S. 7.5 Quadrangle Minneapolis

1952

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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