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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The two-story stone and stucco Noble Hall is remarkable for its sym­ 
metry. Built in the Greek Revival style, the house has a two-story veranda 
in front, supported by four Doric columns resting on square bases approxi­ 
mately four feet high. The columns were originally wooden, but during res­ 
toration they were replaced with columns of old brick and mortar covered 
with masonry plaster. Cantilevered second-story balconies enclosed by bal­ 
ustrades run the length of both front and back. Nine-over-nine shuttered 
windows reaching from floor to ceiling are on either side of the doorways on 
both levels. Five-paned sidelights and a seven-paned transom frame the 
double door on the lower level. The upstairs doorway leading onto the bal­ 
cony is similar except that the single-paned transom is wider.

The rear of the house is almost identical to the front, the chief 
difference being that the columns are square. (These columns also were 
originally wooden Doric.)

Eight 3'8" by 8'8" windows are regularly spaced on each side of the 
house, and two interior chimneys rise on either side of the flat roof.

Exterior and interior walls are eighteen and thirteen inches thick 
respectively. All woodwork is hand-hewn of heart pine.

Noble Hall's eight rooms are 18' wide and 16 ! 8" deep with 12' ceilings. 
A central hallway is 11'6" wide and 34'6" deep.

The greatest exterior dimensions are found at the overhang of the ex­ 
tended eaves of the roof where the distance from front to rear is 57'6". 
The eaves consist of a concealed open gutter, 2'9" wide, on all four sides.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Noble Hall was built as the home of a wealthy planter during the 
affluent days of cotton farming before the Civil War. The man for whom it 
was built, Addison Frazier, is shown from the house he chose as one of 
simple but refined tastes. Noble Hall has few if any frills, but its sym­ 
metry and solid construction lend it an air of elegance.

Frazier built the house in 1854. He contracted with Henry Foster of 
Kentucky, who brought with him carpenters, plasterers, and rock masons. 
The house was at the center of a 2,000-acre plantation.

Frazier had come first to Glenville, Alabama, in Russell County from 
Lincoln County, Georgia, with his wife Mary Ann Florence. His property 
was burned during the Indian troubles of the period, and they were forced 
to flee to Muscogee, Georgia, where they stayed about a year. They return­ 
ed to Glenville before moving on to Auburn where he built his house.

The house changed hands nine times, as owners bought the property for 
its timber, before James Vandiver Brown came into possession in 1932 and 
began restoring it. Brown came to Alabama Polytechnic Institute (now 
Auburn University) in1929 as superintendent of buildings and grounds. He 
sold the house to Dr. Luther Noble Duncan in 1941.

Dr. L. N. Duncan, a native of Franklin County, was director of the 
Alabama Extension Service and a member of the State Board of Agriculture 
before serving as president of the Alabama Polytechnic Institute from 1935 
to 1947.

Dr. and Mrs. A. M. Pearson now live in the house and have completed it! 
restoration. Mrs. Pearson is the daughter of Dr. Duncan.
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