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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present site is a replanted beach front nark of approximately 
487,500 square feet. The area is completely level with coconut 
trees planted in a regular rectangular grid of 28 feet center for 
the majority (90^) of the area. The northwest end is barren and 
being utilised as a baseball diamond. The entire north side of this 
site is lagoon beach front, approximately 2950 feet in length. The 
south side is bounded by the main highway. The attached site nrint 
is taken from official Trust Territory aerial photograph and shows 
the site configuration.

The nark area has a number of World War II mementos presently 
in place and the entire area has developed into a collection 
site for the more spectacular war hardware (zeros, ordnance) 
from all over the Marshall Islands. This site is recognized as 
the single collection point in the entire district, and is of 
even greater significance from the standpoint of the DUD area's 
having been utilized as the U.S. Headquarters froHewing the cap- / / 
ture of the Marshall Islands from the Japanese, (please see -n.,. 
section #8).

The area today is basically a dormant site, but is used extensively 
for picnicing and local festivals, Plans have been completed for 
the upgrading of the site f s facilities together with an accelerated 
collection program for additional World ¥ar II hardware from 
outer islands (before such items are sold for scrap metal,)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This site is basically a small portion of the total DUD municipal 
area of Majuro Atoll which became the U.S. Military»s Headquarters 
Command Center for the Marshall Islands...following defeat of the 
Japanese in this general area. Majuro Atoll, though not the first 
landing site by U.S. trouns in the Pacific Theatre, was an initial 
objective in the primary Pacific thrust following Pearl Harbour. 
This thrust also included wellknown islands from the war years such 
as Tarawa and Makin Atolls, both of which are not part of the 
present U,S, Trust Territories.

The site in question was immediately adjacent to the U.S. airfield 
of that period. It was abandoned in 1971 at which time a new 
commercial airfield was developed in another location on the 
atoll. The original airfield however was the first visual 
impression .one had of the atoll and is now remembered by all 
visitors from the war and t»ost-war years. This association 
led to the area's development as a collection/recreation point.

The site is included in the master plan for development of the 
atoll and will continue to be utilized as a living museum/park 
and recreational area to serve both the needs of the local people 
in a practical manner while at the same time reminding them of im­ 
portant events from their t?ast»
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