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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Conanicut Battery is a Revolutionary War fortification located on
the west side of Conanicut Island (Jamestown), on what is known as
Prosvect Hill, which has also somtiemes been called Fox Hill. Itsori-
ginal plan was supposed to have been thus: ,_ ™) Today one cannot

easily surmise this shape, but it is still ) - clearly a rectangular
landform with sides that are "pulled in" / g towards the center.
This artillery emplacement could be de- .- scrited as a continu-

ous trench dug about six feet below ground ievel, with sides which are
built up about two feet above ground level, giving an impression of long
mounds. The efigthwork is arout 150 feet in length and 75 feet in width
at its maxima, and 100 feet by 50 feet at minima--and thus it has a
large central area. Particularly remarkable is the fact that the forms
are still so very well defined; perhaps part of the reason for this sur-
vival is that the earth here is hard and stony. The land slopes down
towards the West Passage in Narragansett Bay; one can see Point Judith
and Block Island to the southwest and Dutch Island, with its lighthouse,

to the north.

A site of about an acre has been cleared on and around the battery.
In 1931, the Daughters of the American Revolution placed a bronze
marker (which seems no longer in evidence) at the site and planted three
large spruce trees (which remain) symmetrically down the center of the

rattery.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The land on which the Conanicut Battery was built originally be-
longed to Benedict Arnold, a former governor of Rhode Island, but at
the time of the Revolution it was in the possession of Jerathmael
Bowers. The fortification was built by Americans, probably in May of
1776, and was to be used in concert with a battery at Bonnet Point to
defend the West Passage of Narragansett Bay.with its six or eight
heavy cannon, but it

was occupied by the British from the time they landed in
Newport in December, 1776 until August, 1778, when ...,
anticipating the arrival and occupancy of the island by
the French, they (the British) spiked the guns, destroyed
the magazines, abandoned the place and returned to Newport.
[Field]

When the French arrived in the summer of 1778, Captain Frederick

MacKenzie, who had been with the British Royal Fusiliers in Newport,
recorded in his diary:

The General, judging it would answer little purpose to
risque the loss of the Detachments upon Cononicut, sent
orders, as soon as the French ship had passed the Battery
on Fox Hill, to withdraw ... The French took possession of
Connonicut this day and hoisted a White Colour there.

Though the cannon of Conanicut Battery were never fired in active
fighting, the battery had, nevertheless, a certain effect by its very
existence and placement. It was strategic, first, in the intended de-
fence of Narragansett Bay by the Americans and, second--when under
British control--in the blockade of the bay which kept the colonial
navy bottled up in Providence and also restricted th
privateers. T
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B. Christopher Bene, Surveyor—Researcher

Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission
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May 17, 1972
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John Brown House, 52 Power Street
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Providence

STATE
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Rhode Island, 02906 Ly
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public lLaw
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in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
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