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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

- The and Horticultural Halls are contained wthin asnall od ong shaped
area in Boston's whi ch incorporates tvo buil dings that date from 1839 t01901
These structures reflect an era inwhich Boston's cultural and religious institutions
were extending fromthe recently filled Back Bay towards Hiuntington Avenue along the nare
recently inproved Fervay.

Hal | (#1), occupies thecorner block between St. Sephen Sreet and Hinting
ton Avenue onthe Vst side of Missachusetts Avenue. It was built 1n 1900 and desi gned
by MKm Mead and Wite, The nassive, sober, red-brick Renai ssance Reyival structure
|S free standing wth abasilican plan. 1t is 9 bays wde on Hintington Arenue and 11
bays 1ong onthe Mssachusetts Avenue side, The structure is two stories high wth the
central portion rising toa4th storyalong thelongitudina axis. The flanking
side aisles have flat roofs, while the nainhall has a pitched roof. _

Tre nm@jor architectural entrance i s onHintington Avenue. Here, ashort flight
of steps leads to alinestone entrance portico of columswth lonic capitals that sup-
port agrand entablature. The portico enphasizes the wdth of the nain hall, whose tvo
u stories onthis gable have no fenestration but do have decorative rectilinear
stone and narbl e panel s beneath atriangul ar pedinent. At the opposite gable end, al ong
St. Sephen's Street, the sane horizontal decorative elenents are present, but the fenes-
tration isrestrained, and noentrances exist.

Aong the Massachusetts Avenue side, which serves as the canan entrance to Smphony
Hal |, are seven round-headed wal| arches containing | unettes above paired obl ong w ndovs.
The central archway is trinmed el aborately wth |inestone, wereas the flanking arches
are brick; thecentral arch originally served as the side entrance, but additional entrance
have been nade i n those archvays onthe St. Sephen's Street side. Aflat netal narquee |
been suspended to protect Sy -goers. This arcaded patternisrepeated in the upper
stories of the central hall"s longitudinal wall. Statues, inscriptions and other decorative
elenents were planned but never conpl et ed.

The interior space clearly follows the exterior shape. The concert hall proper
occupi es the domnant central portion; thelobbies, [ounges, and offices occupy the
side wngs. For acoustical reasons, therectangul ar auditoriumi s encased onall sides
in two layers of constructiontoexclude traffic noises. Besides the outer wall |ayer,
an inner layer has corridors surrounding the rectangul ar auditorium on three sides on
all three balcony levels. Theceiling 1sdesigned i'ntheltalian Rena ssance nanner
wth coffers of crosses and rectangles. The upper walls are relieved by plain pilasters,
formng niches inwhich - for decorative and acoustical reasons - statues representin
figures fromGeek and Ronan nythol ogy are placed. Thelatter cane fromthe studio o
]Eletro Gyproni of Boston. The square gilded proscenium arch franes the orchestraplat-
orm

Horticultural Hll (#2), |ocated between Falnouth Street and Hintington Avenue an
the East side of Missachusetts Avenue vas built in 1901, one year after Hal | .

The architects. Weelwight and Haven, designed the buildingwth special reference to
the mtual relations between it and its neighbor; in height, scale, style, and material,
It harnonizes wth Smphony Hal .

~ The Renaissance Revival building, laid in Hemsh bond wth Bedford linestone trim i
designed in asinple rect an%qlear shape. 1t is 13 bays long on Missachusetts Avenue by
5 bays wde an the sides. structure stands twp stories high wth anattic decora-
ted by a carved stone entablature. Abal ustrade conceals thetlat roof. The principle



Form No 10-300a
(Rev 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE MY 2 11975

RECEIVED

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED

CONTINU ATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE 1

features of the building are the four nassive corner piers andthe col onnade of @ ant
brick pilasterswith lonic stone capitals supporting the entablature that contains an
ornanental frieze, richly decorated with Renaissance motifs of swags of fruit and flow
ers alternatingwth narble nedallions. The brick pilasters are separated by round arched
w ndows franed in linestone onthe first story and smaller rectangular, |inestone franed
wndows in the second story. Each second storY W ndow i s enphasi zed b?/ adelicate iron
bal cor[%e?quorted by a bracketed |inestone shelf. The base course of the building, nade
from “Island granite, is the sane hei ﬂht as the entrance openings. Three roun

w ndows with weathed stone franes nark the three stone pedi nented classical doorways on
the Missachusetts Avenue facade. The proportion and harnony of horizotal and verticals
the style, size and frequency of w ndows, the lace-like iron balconies lend this Renais-
sance Structure a Georgian Revival |ightness.

~The first floor of the buildirlg contains the large exhibition hall, a smaller exhi-
bition hall, and a lecture hall. omFal nouth Street awde and high doorway gives
access.o.nthe street level to the floor of the large exhibition hall.” This was installed
to facilitate the safe and easy handling of large plants in the flower shows.
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[ aven

These bui | dings contain the headquarters of two najor Boston institutions built

bet ween 1900- 1901, each of architectural, social
cally the Snphony and Horticultural Halls are |
Back Bay, an area of forner tide-lands and nudfl

, and cul tural inportance. Topographi -
ocated in the southeast corner of Boston's
ats. By 1857, because of unsanitary

condi tions and odoriferious nod created by the receding tides, the Back Bay was filled,
an operation which continued until 1882 ~The streets, Conmorveal th Avenue, Mrl borough

Beacon, Boyl ston, and Newbury Streets, andthe

al phabetical cross streets from

Arlington to Hereford, all cane into existenceat this tine, and by 1882, the whol e area

vas fIlled although not necessarily built upon.
The particul ar area enconpassi ng these buil

dings was avirtual no-nan's land in the

devel opnent of the Back Bay, hemned I n between railroad yards and cut of f fromBoyl ston
Street by tracks of the Boston and Wrcester (later Boston-Albany) Railroad. Gowha

long Huntington Avenue beyond Exeter Street was
(razed in 1956) was built onthe corner of Vst

del ayed until 1 when Mechani cs Hal |
Newton Street, to becone the forerunner

of nany cultural institutions which were tofollow The First Gwrch of Christ, Scientist
|ocated its headquarters and Mbther Church in 1894 al ong Massachusetts and Fal nouth
Streets. By 1909, the environs of Huntington Asenue contained the Boston (pera House,
Harvard Medical School, the ~and Horticultural Halls, the Miseumof Fne Arts,
S mmans Col | ege, and Mther Church with its najor extension. .

The Nw York firmof MKim Med and Wite, designers of Smphony Hall (#1), built

in 1900, were theleading exponents in this country of a style based on classical prece-
dents, and later adapted the Italian Renaissance for both residential and public build-

ings. Hans for . Hal | were ripening during theconstruction of the Boston Public
Li rar?;_b,/the_sme irm A earlier nodd of Hall calling for a Geek theater
was exhibited in the Public Library, January . Because of uknom acoustical proper-

ties of ahall of that shape, these plans were abandoned. Charles Fol [ en MK m(1847-
1909) while working on several Harvard buildings was approached by Hry Lee H ggi nson,
founder of the Boston Smphony in 1831, todesign a new hoe for the orchestra, because
the @d Misic Hal | was no longer suitable. A the sane tine President Eliot of Hrvard
vas urging Vel lace Qement Sabine, Hollis Professor of Mithenatics and Natural Phil oso-
d(}\//_ at Hrvard University, toaccept the invitation of Mjor Hgginson togive acoustical
advice intheplanning of a new Boston Misic Hall. This cooperative effort between
architect and scientist for the first tine produced a nusic hall wth rationally pre-

| anned acoustics, and which renains a nenunert toits designers. Sabine isresponsible
o the quantitative solution of reverberation phenonena, which is thebasis of the
acoustics in Smphony Hall.  The Lei pzi g Gvandnaus served as a nadd for Boston, and as
a result an exceptional |y fine auditorium was designed. Additional acoustical advice vas
given by Charles Fobert (ross, Thayer Professor of Physics at MI.T., wo collaborated
wth Sabine on sone phases of research and at whose instigation the first electrical
engineering curriculuminthe Lhited States leading to a degree vas established at MI.T.
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In 1882.

Horticultural H 1 (#2), was desi ?ned and constructed by Weelwight and Haven i n
1901 The firmbuilt nunerous hospitals, schools, the New England Conservatory of Misic
Jordan Hall in 1901-3, (pera House, 1908 (denolished), the Massachusetts Historical
Society, the Park Street Subway headhouses, and the anusing Lanpoon Building i n Canbridge,
1909. Ednund M Weel wight (1854-1912), a graduate of Harvard and MI.T., also studie
at the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris before working for Peabody and Stearns, and |ater
for MKim Mad, and Wite. H spartnership wth Parknan B Haven was forned i n 1890.

The Massachusetts Horticultural Society was chartered in 1829, but its ai m and
practices go back tocolonial tines when Gov. Wnthrop in Charlestown and Gov. Endi -
cott at Salemwere extensivegrowers of fruit trees. The Society was founded "
for the purpose of encouraging and inproving the science and practice of horticul-
ture, and pronoting the anelioration of the various species of trees, fruits, plants,
and vegetabl es, and the introduction of new species and varieties". Qe of the found-
ing nenbers of the Society, General HAS Dearborn, who owned an 80 acre estate i n
Foxbury and was an avid exhibitor of rare fruits and flowers, was also the instigator
of the rural cenetery novenent inthis country. |ncooperationwith Dr. Jacob B gel ow,
Prof essor of the Application of Science tothe Arts of Life at Harvard Col | ege, he
becane interested i nthe increasingly enbarassing conditions of the burial of the dead.
Taking as an exanpl e Pere La Chaise cenmetery inParis, they persuaded the Society in
1831 t opurchase the Brimmer [and in Canbridge called "Saeet Auburn" and turned It into
M. Auburn Cenetery.

The Society gradually had outgrown its earlier halls, thelast one a French Renai-
ssance pal ace (denolished) on Tremont Street near the G dMisic Hall, which they sold
at a handsone profit and subsequent|y bought the land on Huntington Avenue across from
the new Synphony Hall. The new Horticultural Hall was dedicated on Noventer 9, 1901
with the Chrysant henum Exhi bition.

The architects skillfully adapted Renaissance elements tolocal requirenents of
materials and scale i norder to harnonize with Synphony Hall. Rather than being a
conpetitor for attention with the Tenpl e of Misic across the street, this building re-
flects anore delicate and [ight approach featuring horticultural ornanent - flowers,
plants and fruit - ina happy conbination of interior purpose and outward appearance.

Howe, MA DeVolfe. The Boston Synphony Orchestra. Houghton Mfflin ., 1914,

Johnson, HEarle. Synphony Hall, Boston. Little, Brown &@® 1950. o

More, Charles. The Life and Tines of Charles Follen MK m Houghton Mfflin Q., 1929.
Sabine, \iéllace Qenent. Collected Papers on Ac Dover Publications, 1964.
Whitehill, Walter Mir. Boston, ATopographical History, Harvard Uhiv. Press, 1959.
Transactions of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society. Part |1, 1901.
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M. Charles Harrington, Chief

Regi stration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

B Departnment of the Interior CERTI H ED MAI L

|8th and CStreets, NV J o e eeees APRORTT ONMENT VAN
Washi ngton, BC 20240 N NS NCOM NATT ON

Dear Charles:

Encl osed please find three National Register resubmssions for the
fol l owing properties:

1. Boston, Synphony and Horticultural Halls
2. Wrcester, Salisbury Mansion and Salisbury Store
3. Wrcester, Salisbhury House

These properties have been voted eligible for submssion by the
Massachusetts Historical Commssion (the State Review Board) and
have been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth
R Anmadon.

Pl ease note that the properties covered by these subm ssions plant o
apply for FY " 76grants-in-aid. [f youhave aoiy questions, please don't
hesitate tocall us.

Sincerely yotirs,

Patricia L. Wesl owski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

PLW| dd
Eacl .
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