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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
The Symphony and Horticultural Halls are contained within a small oblong 

area in Boston's Fenway which incorporates two buildings that date from 1889 to 
shaped 
1901. 

These structures reflect an era in which Boston's cultural and religious institutions 
were extending from the recently filled Back Bay towards Huntington Avenue along the more 
recently improved Fenway. 

Symphony Hall (#1), occupies the corner block between St. Stephen Street and Hunting­
ton Avenue on the West side of Massachusetts Avenue. It was built in 190C/and designed 
by McKim, Mead, and White, The massive, sober, red-brick Renaissance Reyival structure 
is free standing with a basilican plan. It is 9 bays wide on Huntington Avenue and 11 

The structure is two stories high with the 
along the longitudinal axis. The flanking 
hall has a pitched roof. 
Huntington Avenue. Here, a short flight 

Ionic capitals that sup-
the main hall, whose two 

bays long on the Massachusetts Avenue side, 
central 5 bay portion rising to a 4th story 
side aisles have flat roofs, while the main 

The major architectural entrance is on 
of steps leads to a limestone entrance portico of columns with 
port a grand entablature. The portico emphasizes the width of 
upper stories on this gable end have no fenestration but do have decorative rectilinear 
stone and marble panels beneath a triangular pediment. At the opposite gable end, along 
St. Stephen's Street, the same horizontal decorative elements are present, but the fenes­
tration is restrained, and no entrances exist. 

Along the Massachusetts Avenue side, which serves as the conmon entrance to Symphony 
Hall, are seven round-headed wall arches containing lunettes above paired oblong windows. 
The central archway is trimmed elaborately with limestone, whereas the flanking arches 
are brick; the central arch originally served as the side entrance, but additional entrances 
have been made in those archways on the St. Stephen's Street side. A flat metal marquee has 
been suspended to protect Symphony-goers. This arcaded pattern is repeated in the upper 
stories of the central hall's longitudinal wall. Statues, inscriptions and other decorative 
elements were planned but never completed. 

The interior space clearly follows the exterior shape. The concert hall proper 
occupies the dominant central portion; the lobbies, lounges, and offices occupy the 
side wings. For acoustical reasons, the rectangular auditorium is encased on all sides 
in two layers of construction to exclude traffic noises. Besides the outer wall layer, 
an inner layer has corridors surrounding the rectangular auditorium on three sides on 
all three balcony levels. The ceiling is designed in the Italian Renaissance manner 
with coffers of crosses and rectangles. The upper walls are relieved by plain pilasters, 
forming niches in which - for decorative and acoustical reasons - statues representing 
figures from Greek and Roman mythology are placed. The latter came from the studio of 
Pietro Caproni of Boston. The square gilded proscenium arch frames the orchestra plat­
form. 

Horticultural Hall (#2), located between Falmouth Street and Huntington Avenue on 
the East side of Massachusetts Avenue was built in 1901, one year after Symphony Hall. 
The architects. Wheelwright and Haven, designed the building with special reference to 
the mutual relations between it and its neighbor; in height, scale, style, and material, 
it harmonizes with Symphony Hall. 

The Renaissance Revival building, laid in Flemish bond with Bedford limestone trim, is 
designed in a simple rectangular shape. It is 13 bays long on Massachusetts Avenue by 
5 bays wide on the sides. The structure stands two stories high with an attic decora­
ted by a carved stone entablature. A balustrade conceals the flat roof. The principle 
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features of the building are the four massive corner piers and the colonnade of Giant 
brick pilasters with Ionic stone capitals supporting the entablature that contains an 
ornamental frieze, richly decorated with Renaissance motifs of swags of fruit and flow­
ers alternating with marble medallions. The brick pilasters are separated by round arched 
windows framed in limestone on the first story and smaller rectangular, limestone framed 
windows in the second story. Each second story window is emphasized by a delicate iron 
balcony supported by a bracketed limestone shelf. The base course of the building, made 
from Deer Island granite, is the same height as the entrance openings. Three round 
windows with wreathed stone frames mark the three stone pedimented classical doorways on 
the Massachusetts Avenue facade. The proportion and harmony of horizotal and verticals 
the style, size and frequency of windows, the lace-like iron balconies lend this Renais­
sance structure a Georgian Revival lightness. 

The first floor of the building contains the large exhibition hall, a smaller exhi­
bition hall, and a lecture hall. From Falmouth Street a wide and high doorway gives 
access on the street level to the floor of the large exhibition hall. This was installed 
to facilitate the safe and easy handling of large plants in the flower shows. 
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Tf STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE laven 
These buildings contain the headquarters of two major Boston institutions built 

between 1900-1901, each of architectural, social, and cultural importance. Topographi­
cally the Symphony and Horticultural Halls are located in the southeast corner of Boston's 
Back Bay, an area of former tide-lands and mudflats. By 1857, because of unsanitary 
conditions and odoriferious mud created by the receding tides, the Back Bay was filled, 
an operation which continued until 1882. The streets, Commonwealth Avenue, Marlborough 
Beacon, Boylston, and Newbury Streets, and the alphabetical cross streets from 
Arlington to Hereford, all came into existence at this time, and by 1882, the whole area 
was filled although not necessarily built upon. 

The particular area encompassing these buildings was a virtual no-man's land in the 
development of the Back Bay, hemmed in between railroad yards and cut off from Boylston 
Street by tracks of the Boston and Worcester (later Boston-Albany) Railroad. Growth a-
long Huntington Avenue beyond Exeter Street was delayed until 1881 when Mechanics Hall 
(razed in 1956) was built on the corner of West Newton Street, to become the forerunner 
of many cultural institutions which were to follow. The First Church of Christ, Scientist 
located its headquarters and Mother Church in 1894 along Massachusetts and Falmouth 
Streets. By 1909, the environs of Huntington Avenue contained the Boston Opera House, 
Harvard Medical School, the Symphony and Horticultural Halls, the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Simmons College, and Mother Church with its major extension. 

The New York firm of McKim, Mead and White, designers of Symphony Hall (#1), built 
in 1900, were the leading exponents in this country of a style based on classical prece­
dents, and later adapted the Italian Renaissance for both residential and public build­
ings. Plans for Symphony Hall were ripening during the construction of the Boston Public 
Library by the same firm. An earlier model of Symphony Hall calling for a Greek theater 
was exhibited in the Public Library, January 1894. Because of unknown acoustical proper­
ties of a hall of that shape, these plans were abandoned. Charles Follen McKim (1847-
1909) while working on several Harvard buildings was approached by Henry Lee Higginson, 
founder of the Boston Symphony in 1881, to design a new home for the orchestra, because 
the Old Music Hall was no longer suitable. At the same time President Eliot of Harvard 
was urging Wallace Clement Sabine, Hollis Professor of Mathematics and Natural Philoso­
phy at Harvard University, to accept the invitation of Major Higginson to give acoustical 
advice in the planning of a new Boston Music Hall. This cooperative effort between 
architect and scientist for the first time produced a music hall with rationally pre­
planned acoustics, and which remains a monument to its designers. Sabine is responsible 
for the quantitative solution of reverberation phenomena, which is the basis of the 
acoustics in Symphony Hall. The Leipzig Gewandhaus served as a model for Boston, and as 
a result an exceptionally fine auditorium was designed. Additional acoustical advice was 
given by Charles Robert Cross, Thayer Professor of Physics at M.I.T., who collaborated 
with Sabine on some phases of research and at whose instigation the first electrical 
engineering curriculum in the United States leading to a degree was established at M.I.T. 



3MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

1. Benson, Albert E. History of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society, 1929. 
2. Cross, Charles Robert and Mi l ler , W.T. "On the Present Condition of Musical 

Pitch in Boston and Vic in i ty" . AM. Journal of Otology, 1880. 

(see Continuation Sheet, Item #8 Page 2) 

DGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ^ » ^ a C r e S 
UTM REFERENCES ; -. ' ~ 0 ! " ' 

ALiL2j i8|l|8|9| 14,618,^7, unl B L J I I • I . . I I . I . I . . 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

1̂ • I I I • I • • I I . I . I . • I D1 . I I I , I . . I I , I . I . . 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ~~ ' 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

^^^^^ CODE COUNTY CODE, 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE Christine Boulding, Assistant Survey Director by Mary Van Meter, 

Boston Landmarks Commission 
ORGANIZATION ^ DATE 

Massachusetts Historical Commission April, 1975 
STREETS NUMBER ~ ' TELEPHONE 

40 Beacon Street • (617) 727-8470 
CITY OR TOWN ~ S T A T I 

Boston Massachusetts 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS. 

NATIONAL STATE X LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. ' • < I . • , 

FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE 

TiTLE^iassachusetts State Historic Preservation Officer DATE7??<^-t^ ?^ l^^-^ 
FDR NPS USE ONLY """"" — — • / " 

HEREBY CERTIFY THATTHiS PROPERTY tS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

01 RECXaaf OFFICE OF ARC«EQL|>GY AND'HISJORIC PRESERVATION _ ' 
ATTEST: 0 1 1 ^ L Z 4 U ^ ( M ^ W t ^ ^ DATE J ' > « ' ? I""' 

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER 



Form No 10-300a 
(Rev 10-74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

MAY 2 1 1975 
RECEIVED 

DATE ENTERED 
-im m 

CONTI NU ATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 & 9 PAGE g 
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1901 

in 
Hal 1 (#2), was designed and constructed by Wheelwright and Haven in 

The firm built numerous hospitals, schools, the New England Conservatory of Music 
Jordan Hall in 1901-3, Opera House, 1908 (demolished), the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, the Park Street Subway headhouses, and the amusing Lampoon Building in Cambridge, 
1909. Edmund M. Wheelwright (1854-1912), a graduate of Harvard and M.I.T., also studied 
at the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris before working for Peabody and Stearns, and later 
for McKim, Mead, and White. His partnership with Parkman B. Haven was formed in 1890. 

The Massachusetts Horticultural Society was chartered in 1829, but its aim and 
practices go back to colonial times when Gov. Winthrop in Charlestown and Gov. Endi-
cott at Salem were extensive growers of f r u i t trees. The Society was founded " 
for the purpose of encouraging and improving the science and practice of horticul­
ture, and promoting the amelioration of the various species of trees, fruits, plants, 
and vegetables, and the introduction of new species and varieties". One of the found­
ing members of the Society, General H.A.S. Dearborn, who owned an 80 acre estate in 
Roxbury and was an avid exhibitor of rare fruits and flowers, was also the instigator 
of the rural cemetery movement in this country. In cooperation with Dr. Jacob Bigelow, 
Professor of the Application of Science to the Arts of Life at Harvard College, he 
became interested in the increasingly embarassing conditions of the burial of the dead. 
Taking as an example Pere La Chaise cemetery in Paris, they persuaded the Society in 
1831 to purchase the Brimmer land in Cambridge called "Sweet Auburn" and turned i t into 
Mt. Auburn Cemetery. 

The Society gradually had outgrown its earlier halls, the last one a French Renai­
ssance palace (demolished) on Tremont Street near the Old Music Hall, which they sold 
at a handsome profit and subsequently bought the land on Huntington Avenue across from 
the new Symphony Hall. The new Horticultural Hall was dedicated on November 9, 1901 
with the Chrysanthemum Exhibition. 

The architects s k i l l f u l l y adapted Renaissance elements to local requirements of 
materials and scale in order to harmonize with Symphony Hall. Rather than being a 
competitor for attention with the Temple of Music across the street, this building re­
flects a more delicate and light approach featuring horticultural ornament - flowers, 
plants and f r u i t - in a happy combination of interior purpose and outward appearance. 
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Mr. Charles Harrington,Chief 
Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
US Department of the Interior 
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Washington, DC 20240 ^ ̂V-

CERTIFIED MAIL 
APPORTIONMENT WARRANT 
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Dear Charles: ' . 

Enclosed please find three National Register resubmissions for the 
following properties: 

1. Boston, Symphony and Horticultural Halls 
2. Worcester, Salisbury Mansion and Salisbury Store 
3. Worcester, Salisbury House 

These properties have been voted eligible for submission by the 
Massachusetts Historical Commission (the State Review Board) and 
have been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth 
R. Amadon. 

Please note that the properties covered by these submissions plan to 
apply for FY '76 grants-in-aid. I f you have aoiy questions, please don't 
hesitate to ca l l us. 

Sincerely yotirs, 

Patricia L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
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Eacl. 
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YES 

LYJcnown 

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IF YES, NAME: 

YES 

NITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LAIIDMARK? 
I F YES, NAME: 

YES 

.\DAPTIVE USE; YES Saved ? TES HO 

* F U N C T I O N ( S ) ; (use vocabulary w r d s ) 

then- ljJc(-*^\jto<^J<'Ut^^^ J^^Lo^J-^C^yjt^ijjZ^ 

now-

S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

_A(ICMtOl.O<J»PREMlSTORlC 

_ARCH£0i.0GT.HISrOSIC 

_ACRICUI.TURE 

t^LRCHITECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

-4 

Claims 
first 

—CONSERVATION 

—iCONOMICS 

—lOUJATION 

SNEERING 

—EXPLORATION 
—INDUSTRY 
—INVENTION 

.REUCION 

i L A w / G o v ' t / p o l i t l C S —SCIENCt 

—UTERATURE 

—lOUJATION —MIUJART _ 

Ji«<GiNEERiNG ~ / / laCfusic " / y 

—PHILOSOPHY 

._rOUTIC$<C0VERNMENT 

—SOOAl/HUMANITARIAN 

-TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPEOrYl 

YES NO " o l d e s t - ' YES NO only'-' 

. . e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
h e a l t h 

_recreation 
settlement 

_80clo/cultural 
urban & commun 

planning 

YES NO 



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE.' f^^H^k/ 

are.mecV'm.buiMen L V ^ ^ « / ^ 

interior decorator: buildei/cotitractor: S i r ^ f t ^ ^ ^ 

ETHNIC G R O U P : 

N A M E S : personal 
(label role 

& 
appropriate date) 

events 

institutional A^'^'^ 

DATE SI DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): ^^CS^^^ ^ I ^ d Y ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S); 

S O U R C E . (Qp NOMINATION) PRIVATE ^ / s ^ T E ) LOCAL G0V"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

OTHER FEDERAL AGEN&TS 

A C R E A G E , (to nearest tenth of an acre) _ 

C O M M E N T S I (^include architectural information here) &p4<>lP ^ A ' Z ^ u r j i ^ i ^ ^ ^ , 

S l G N I F I C A N C E » ( m a x i m u m two sentences) 



it̂ orHcuUmoJ Hall: 'Bnc\c, grounjik and Itrnesf̂ Yu,>rim ^ 1 sfauu), rtchm^oa, 

PlcUr root Uii4lr\ ornalt pariOLpii-j 3 ptdirntn̂ cd ar>kar\t«ŝ urmrunvd 

|>rioikAJ, d̂ fflvo-hw, fri€ze uifh.CtiHxjns omdhl̂ d̂ pands, quoins 

hO-U u3i«̂  2.>skuj Uoniun^ wings , (̂ aUidriy^ co/Û  ̂ (jUryunki 


