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j I Being Considered
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1 I Occupied 
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[X! Preservation work 
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0 THE PUBLIC
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| | Scientific

I | Transportation l~~l Comments 

D Other (-Specify,) _______
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State of Vermont, Board of Historic Sites
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7 Langdon St.
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Montpelier Vermont
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Office of the Secretary of State
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State House
CITY OR TOWN:

Montpelier
STATE

Vermont
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CONDITION
n Excellent [

n Altered

AJ Good

(Check One)

B

D Fair

" Unaltered

(Check One) 

|~1 Deteriorated a Ru

D Moved

ns [~] Unexposed

(Check One) 

Q£ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known.) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The property surrounding Chimney Point Tavern consists 
of 8 acres with approximately 1,000 ft. frontage on Lake 
Champlain. The tavern building is of brick construction 
with a slate roof~~and has .2_j£Hd_ interior; chimneys. There 
are approximately 25 rooms in the main building and the 
original brick wing. The bjci.ck_.wing .was extended with a 
frame addition in the mid 19th century. An egteriap^p^orc.h 
was also \added to 2 sides ...of—the building during the 19th 
century. The interior of the building is in a good state 
of preservation with the exception of minor changes which 
will be corrected in the course of restoration. One 
outstanding feature of the interior is the 18th century tap 
room which remains in perfect original condition with bar, 
wide pine floor boards and fireplace. Some repair and 
restoration will be needed although the building is 
structurally sound.
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Chimney Point Tavern
#8 cont'd.

was the first permanent settlement made by the French,in the valley 
of the Lake "in pursuance of their plan to extend their settlement 
and fortifications and set limits to those of,'the English.'. .Swift. 
These first settlers immediately began the construction o;f-\a 
windmill near the site later occupied by the / ojd:^aver^ now; owned 
by the Barnes family. ^ v -y? '\A ^j

17*49 - "During the years from 17*49 to 'l75T ̂ he^et^tlers ̂ 
1759 - built their homes and cabins along.;^xroadExtending 

four miles north from the point. In 1867, the ceM^holes and 
deserted gardens indicated a much more populous street during 
the French regime than in that year"...Hemenway.

"Samuel Swift, author of the History of Middlebury and 
Addison County, visited the site of these villages in 1859, just 
one hundred years after the French settlement ended. At that time 
the earthen ramparts which had protected the fortified mill still 
existed; old plum and apple trees could be seen as well as the 
cellar holes of houses; four were on the farm of John Strong, throe 
or four on the Vallance farm, ten or twelve on the Barnes propert;* 
...Coolidge.

1759 - ''The French inhabitants followed the troops in the 
retreat of 1759, leaving their farms forever. Before leaving 
they burned The barns, the cabins, the houses, everything. When 
the English arrived nothing remained of the French villages J>ut 
the blackened chimneys", standing as grim sentinels amid the 
surrounding ruin. From these ruined chimneys came the name 
Chimney Point, given by the English."..Coolidge.

1759-178*4 - The coming of the British to Chimney Point 
heralded the end of a brave,"but futile attempt by the French to 
colonize the Champlain Valley. It also began a new era in the 
history of the Point which has continued to the present day.

Chimney Point figured prominently throughout the years of 
the Revolutionary War, being the terminus of General Amherst's 
Military Road from "No. *4", (Charlestown, N.H.)

178*4 - In 178*4 the Town of Addison was organized. ̂ At the 
first Town Meeting Benjamin Paine was made a lister. Paine was 
one of the early proprietors of the Town and a large land-owner. 
He built the old Tavern at Chimney Point which was later enclosec 
in brick by Asahel Barnes.

178*4-1803 - "Benjamin Paine, who lived at Chimney Point, 
ran a ferry boat from 1785 until his death in 1803. His wife, 
Jemima Paine, 'a woman of strong mind and energy' continued to 
run the ferry boat until 1811, when it was taken over by Robert 
Lewis on the third of April, 1811 for ten years"..Warner & Hall
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• "-•-•'''"'••'Jj.7.!/ ,'/'=•' 
1609 - Chimney Point has played an important purt-in7 the

history of the Champlain Valley since it was first; /discovered 
by white man. On his exploratory voyage in 1609, Samuel de 
Champlain proceeded south on the lake to Crown Point where he 
engaged in a short, but fateful battle with the Iroquois. 
"After the battle, Champlain, his Algonquin allies and their 
Iroquois prisoners crossed the lake, only a few hundred yards 
wide at this place. At Chimney Point, on the shor& opposite 
the battlefield, he gave his name to the 'grandicime lac'". 
...Coolidge.

1609-1690 - During these years Chimney Point is mentioned 
repeatedly in connection with the French occupation of the 
Valley and their Indian campaigns. "De Courcelles' party 
started up the lake arriving at Bulwagga Bay (opposite Addison). 
They took the route across to the headwaters of the Hudson. 
The expedition proved very disastrous and on the way back they 
stopped two days at Chimney PointV..Tuttle

"Tradition persists that the French first came to Chimney 
oint soon after the construction of Fort Sainte-Anne in 1666 

jand built a small fort and village there. It is certain that 
he Point was a frequent campsite for those traveling through 
he Champlain Valley. From vague references to the Point in 
he 'Official Correspondence' it appears that the French and 
ndians habitually met there for trading and that proposals for 
the establishment of a permanent post were frequently under 
onsideration"..Coolidge.

1690 - On March 26, 1690, the governor of Mew York ordered 
Captain Jacobus de Warm, a Dutchman of Fort Orange, to advance 
bo Crown Point, with a party of 20 Mohawks and 12 English, to 
'/atch the French. He was to select a spot other than Crown 
3oint for his base; so on Chimney Point across the lake, he 
built 'a little stone fort' where his party remained for a 
month"...Coolidge.

1730 - About__l_730, a few French families settled near Chimney 
Point where~~they "built a stockaded fort (Fort de Pieux), pro­ 
bably using the materials from the "little stone fort". This
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended . 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National [|] State Q Local Q

Name JH//£j/L>frty //£) \ \J>^/l^VTj&^ S

'""• ' /
Title Director of Historic Sites

Bate November 12, 1970

STATE CODE

Vermont 44

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register, 

fc ' /I }

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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1821 - In a manuscript dated 15 August 1890, Rector Gage, 
a surveyor, refers to a deed for the Chimney Point property from 
James Lewis to Asahel Barnes as having been executed November 7, 
1821. Since the early records of the Town of Addison were 
destroyed by fire, it can be assumed that this is the date on 
which Chimney Point came into the ownership of the Barnes family 
where it remains at the time of this writing.

Purchased by State of Vermont, October, 1968.
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