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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHAYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Laconia Post Office is located on a corner site a short distance from the
central business district which has been rehabilitated and features a pedestrian
mall. Properties in the immediate vicinity are of mixed uses including religious
structures, commercial buildings, municipal facilities and residential. The
property is a prominent one, conveniently located. for automotive access and a
focus for the surrounding neighborhood. Two buildings of considerable
architectural metit, the Gale Memorial Library and the railroad station are
within thearea ‘and the Post 0ffice extends the authority of their presence.

The building symmetrically designed to reflect its corner location has an imposing
colonaded entrance front featuring six columns in front of six engaged pilasters,
all of the Corinthian Order. Broad granite steps lead to the entrance and are
flanked by two ornate lamp standards of wrought iron with globular lamps. The

five bays of the colonade contain the doorway centered between two bays of casement
windows with transoms; the frieze is capped with a bold projecting denticulated
cornice which is carried around the building. Each side facade features three
windows articulated by brick pilasters with stone capitals and plain stone panels
above the windows. These panels repeat those used above the windows in the colonade
which are elaborately carved in relief.

The lobby has been compieféIY'moderhiiéﬂ'and is architecturally undistinguished,
but two murals palnted by -Loran Percy in 1980 and 1982 reflect the natiocnal
grandeur of the area and provide interest and color to the space.
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The-significance of 'this building is limited to its architectural design as:an.. .,
expression of post office building activity prior to World War .I. The policy of
constructing buildings of uniformity and reflective of the business economy of . ..
the tegion is evident in this property. The-architecture is based .on the eléments of
Beaux=Arts massing featuring .an -entranceé of imposing scale-with-attention- to-
~detgil execiuted in sione and with symmetry-demonstrated in the plan and architectural
_tretifant of the facades. Even _though this design standard was carried_out in
" far-less ambitious terms'than preyious structures constructed undex the administra-
:tions. of-James Taylor and Oscar Weaderoth,; the:resulting properties incorporated
‘fundamental design principals which expressed classical and democratic-ideals_._
.symbolizing power and ovgapization.~ " o - - ' S -

[ —

/ - — ~w

The ‘Laconia Post Oifice symbolizes the" irection of governmental policw_of this
‘era and is located in a _region that i§-significantly benefitted by its_architectural
prasence.” ° ' BT i

Located .within a.potential histeric district as defimed by a plan drafted in -

1981 by ist-TFrost Ascociates, fonsulting Engineers, . but omitted as a national
"reuwisiar candidate, the Laconia Post Office never-the-less symbolizes era and is

e -

a contributing architectural feature within the immediate neighborhood. The
exterior is preserved in its original form (except for the entrance doors) and is
representative of the development of the town as it relates to other significant

structures in the area.
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