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This excellent;axample of the Greek Rev/val style makes the Cutting- 
Kent House unique in New England, as there Is none other quite like it. 
The house was constructed upon a granite foundation as a double residence 
or duplex, as early deeds do describe the building as a tenement house.

Both doors and all the windows on the front of the house, which faces 
Penobscot Street are recessed. The recesses are established by five 
massive matched boarded pilasters with Doric molding at the capital.

The first story facade has two single doors with side lights and two 
double sash windows with side lights. On each side of these doors and 
windows is a Doric column at the front of the recesses with a carved wreath 
above its capital. Above these wreaths is a band of dentile molding with 
a shelf above the molding. Above each door there is an intricate wood 
carving of high relief. In front of both windows is a portico railing.

The second story facade has four matching double sash windows with 
an ornate portico railing in front of each. A standard Greek Revival 
molding frames these windows and matched boarding is used within the re­ 
cesses. £_

The ends of the house, one of which faces Pine S^ifeet, are as inter­ 
esting as the facade. The first story comprises a simi-circular bay with 
a large double sash window and side lights. At the crest of this bay, there 
is a railing of decorative iron work. These bays compensate for the lack 
of oval interior rooms. On the second story appears double sash windows 
with side lights above the bays.

Above the second story is a plain matched boarded frieze with dentile 
molding which lightens the heavier lines of the roof. Between the dentile 
molding and roof cornice, there is a section of matched boarding supple­ 
mented with small rectangular windows covered by an ornate piece of metal 
work. The house is capped by a low pitched hip roof.

Two ells project from the rear of the house and were probably added 
later. They are done in clapboards, not matched boarding like the main 
building. The left rear of the house has a two story ell, while- 
right rear ell is a story and a half.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house was erected during the years 1836 and 1837 as a dual 
residence for Edward Kent, Governor of Maine, and his law partner, Jonas 
Cutting. Mr. Cutting^as later named to the Supreme Court Bench of Maine.

Mr. Kent practiced law in Bangor and served as its Mayor during 1836 
and 1837. He then served two terms as Governor in 1838 and 1840. From 
1849 to 1854 Edward Kent served his country as United States Consul in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Following this service, he returned to Maine 
and was elevated to the Maine Supreme Court. He served in this capacity 
as an Associate Justice from 1859 to 1877.

This house is one of exceptional beauty and is designed in the 
Greek Revival style. The architect is unknown but there is a tradition 
that this house and the Smith-Boutelle House on Broadway were built by 
the same master carpenter, one Lyman Seavey.

Beyond its architectural significance, and the fact that one of its 
original owners became governor of the State of Maine; the Cutting-Kent 
House is an excellent example of the style in which the lumber aristocracy 
of Bangor lived in the 1830's. This aristocracy controlled local politics 
and heavily influenced state affairs.

Governor Kent, a Whig, lived among them, shared their tastes, their 
style, and their views.
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.TATEMENT OF SIGNI FICANCE

This house was erected during the years 1836, and-1837 as a dual 
residency for Edward Kent, Governor of Maine, and his law partner, Jonas

Mr. Cutting vas later named to the Supreme Court Bench of Maine.- - - -.,

Mr. Kent practiced law in Jiangor and served as its Jtfayor during 1836 
and 1837. He then served two terms as Governor s in 1838 and 1840. From 
1849 to 1854 Edward Kent served his country as United States Consul in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Following this service, he returned to Maine 
and was elevated to the Maine Supreme Court. He served in this capacity 
as an Associate Justice from 1859 to 1877.

This house is one of exceptional beauty and is designed in the 
Greek Revival style. The architect is unknown but there is a tradition 
that this house and the Smith-Boutelle House on Broadway were built by 
the same master carpenter, one Lyman SeaVey.- f:i "•''•• - i ' ' '•'•' - - - ''

Beyond its architectural significance, and the fact that one of its 
original owners became governor of the State of Maine; the Cutting-Kent 
House is an excellent example of the style in which the lumber aristocracy 
of Bangor lived in the 1830' s. This aristocracy controlled local politics 
and heavily influenced st'ate affairs. ...'..-..

Governor Kent, a Whig, lived among them, shared their tastes, their 
style, and their views.


