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ARCH TECTURL. S GNH CANE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).

The monunental granite Chace Mill of 1872 has been called the nost inposing and A/
attractive inthe city andstands out because of itsrelatively isolated site and , "
finely detailedItalianate stair tower. Themill is located onthe south side of
the Quequechan River away from the center of the city andi s promnently visible

from many vantage points. | trises 5h stories above the basenent |evel and

measures 377" X 74'. An indication of the care used in constructionis the fact

that the entire front facade—ather than just the tower as was typical inFall River
m|ls—was constructed of finished cut granite blocks, which are set in random

courses. The side walls andauxiliary buildings are of rough granite with parged
joints. Themill retainsitsoriginal gable roof andw de overhanging cornice o o
with heavy single brackets. The 12/12sash remains only along the top 3 stories,?

The central focus of the conplex i s the 7-level m Il tower, which is perhaps the
finest inthe city. The loading openings at the lower 6 |evels have paneled doors N *
and wooden bal ustrades, the latter an unusual feature probably intended to give

H SO & T R o 4 Bepl &% ol et oo oo} ViR i 1 (o e
and howit affected coraraunity, be specific).

The Chace Mills was oneof 15textile conpanies organized during the years 1871-2,

a period of remarkabl e expansion inthe city's manufacturing capacity. Capitalized .|
at  $500, 000, the mill was nanmed after one of the organizers andfirst president,
Augustus Chace, andhadas i tsoriginal treasurer, Joseph A Baker. The first mill

was erected in 1872 andhad a capacity of 43,480 spindles and 1, 056 | ocons produci ng

12 million yards of print cloth annually. A bleaching, dyeing andfinishing mill

was added i n 1895. | Nn1902the conpany had 80,400 ring spindles, having discarded

the old-style nmule spindles by 1888. At that time they were manufacturing print

cloth, twills, andw de goods such as wi ndow blinds. A 1902English publication "

whi ch mentioned the Chace noted that the mill still hadmuch outdated machinery

and that the weaving roons appeared'ill-vented andthe workers unhealthy. Al t hough

the Chace was singled out inthis account, there i s no evidence that these conditions
were not typical of the Fall River mills during this later period. The conpany

reached a peak capacity about 1920 of 86,192 ring spindles and 1,900 | oonms. The *
plant was taken over by Arkwright in 1929 andi s presently part of United Merchants

and Manufacturers, Inc. I tisstill inusefor curtain manufacturing and textile

printing.
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ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE (Continuation) N e

stone "1872" and a granite belt course. The open belfry has a central arched opening
flanked by smaller arches. The tower presently termnates with a row of wooden
dentils, a double-bracketed cornice and a hipped roof but may originally have had

sone type of parapet as well. No architect forthe Chace has been determ ned. The
other granite buildings i nthe conplex are located t otherear andare not easily
visible. These include a 2-story finishing mill of 1895, the engine roons, picker
house andboiler house of 1872, a cloth room of about 1889, andthe second engine

room of 1895. | nfront of theminmll, the 18750ffice anda newoffice, both
one-story, arealumnumsided anddetract somewhat fromthemill's over-all appearance,
as does the alteration of the sash on the |ower stories.

The Chace Mi | | remains the irost inposing and attiiractive granite mill in the city,

visually distinctive because of itsisolated site and itsfinely detailed Italianate
stair tower; i tmeets Criteria Aand Cof theNational Register of Historic Places

individually. ., )
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