
ft 

FORM A - AREA ' ' ' • v FoTm numbers in this area Area letter 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA. 02108 

1-25-2/4 ' " 
505 

Photo C3x3" or 3x5"3 
Staple to l e f t side o f form 

Photo ntmiber A/lcU^/'/S 

/AA-5-Q. 

I, *• 
-•• . t . • 

i 
I 
I 
I 
t 

• I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
1 
I 

*; I •••| 
Town F a l l River , Mass. 

Name of area ( i f any) chace Mills 

Lewiston Street and Salem Street 

General date or period 1872-1920 

Sketch map. Draw a general map of the area indicating properties vrithin i t . 
Number each property for which indiviefeial inventory forms have been conpleted. 
Label streets (including route ntraibers, i f any) and indicate north. (Attach a 
separate sheet i f space here is not sufficient) 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area.(Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). •- '[..'A. 
The monumental granite Chace M i l l of 1872 has been called the most imposing and ^ 
a t t r a c t i v e i n the c i t y and stands out because of i t s r e l a t i v e l y isolated s i t e and , " 
f i n e l y detailed I t a l i a n a t e s t a i r tower. The m i l l i s located on the south side of ,,-
the Quequechan River away from the center of the c i t y and i s prominently v i s i b l e 
from many vantage points. I t rises 5h stories above the basement le v e l and . 
measures 377' X 74'. An ind i c a t i o n of the care used i n construction i s the f a c t 
that the entire f r o n t facade—rather than j u s t the tower as was t y p i c a l i n F a l l River 
m i l l s — w a s constructed of finished cut granite blocks, which are set i n random 
courses. The side walls and a u x i l i a r y buildings are of rough granite with parged 
j o i n t s . The m i l l retains i t s o r i g i n a l gable roof and wide overhanging cornice • • 
with heavy single brackets. The 12/12 sash remains only along the top 3 stories,^ 
The central focus of the complex i s the 7-level m i l l tower, which i s perhaps the 
f i n e s t i n the c i t y . The loading openings at the lower 6 levels have paneled doors '̂* 
and wooden balustrades, the l a t t e r an unusual feature probably intended to give 
the tower a less i n d u s t r i a l f e e l i n g . Ab.ove, the s i x t h l e v e l i s ths granite ,date (Continued) 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, vJhat caused i t , 
and how i t affected coraraunity, be specific). 
The Chace M i l l s was one of 15 t e x t i l e companies organized during the years 1871-2, 
a period of remarkable expansion i n the c i t y ' s manufacturing capacity. Capitalized .| 
at $500,000, the m i l l was named a f t e r one of the organizers and f i r s t president, 
Augustus Chace, and had as i t s o r i g i n a l treasurer, Joseph A. Baker. The f i r s t m i l l . 
was erected i n 1872 and had a capacity of 43,480 spindles and 1,056 looms producing 
12 m i l l i o n yards of p r i n t c l o t h annually. A bleaching, dyeing and f i n i s h i n g m i l l 
was added i n 1895. I n 1902 the company had 80,400 r i n g spindles, having discarded 
the o l d - s t y l e mule spindles by 1888. At that time they were manufacturing p r i n t 
c l o t h , t w i l l s , and wide goods such as window bli n d s . A 1902 English publication .̂ 
which mentioned the Chace noted that the m i l l s t i l l had much outdated machinery 
and that the weaving rooms appeared'ill-vented and the workers unhealthy. Although 
the Chace was singled out i n t h i s account, there i s no evidence that these conditions 
were not t y p i c a l of the F a l l River m i l l s during t h i s l a t e r period. The company 
reached a peak capacity about 1920 of 86,192 r i n g spindles and 1,900 looms. The * 
plant was taken over by Arkwright i n 1929 and i s presently part of United Merchants 
and Manufacturers, Inc. I t i s s t i l l i n use f o r cu r t a i n manufacturing and t e x t i l e 
p r i n t i n g . 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continuation) ^ ' ** i • 

stone "1872" and a granite b e l t course. The open b e l f r y has a central arched opening 
flanked by smaller arches. The tower presently terminates with a row-of wooden 
d e n t i l s , a double-bracketed cornice and a hipped roof but may o r i g i n a l l y have had 
some type of parapet as w e l l . No arc h i t e c t f o r the Chace has been determined. The 
other granite buildings i n the complex are located to the rear and are not easily 
v i s i b l e . These include a 2-story f i n i s h i n g m i l l of 1895, the engine rooms, picker 
house and b o i l e r house of 1872, a c l o t h room of about 1889, and the second engine 
room of 1895. In f r o n t of the main m i l l , the 1875 o f f i c e and a new o f f i c e , both 
one-story, are aluminum-sided and detract somewhat from the m i l l ' s o v e r - a l l appearance, 
as does the a l t e r a t i o n of the sash on the lower s t o r i e s . 

The Chace Mi l l remains the irost inposing and attiiractive granite m i l l i n the city, 
visually distinctive because of i t s isolated site and i t s finely detailed Italianate 
stair tower; i t meets Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places 
individually. ,, • , , 
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