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The North River Stone Schoolhouse is a one-story rectangular building, 35' x
25', of coursed native limestone. The walls are 2 feet think, and there

is quoining on all corners. The east and west facades contain four windows
each, capped with stone lintels. The doorway on the south facade is off-
center to the right, and is similarly capped with a stone linte. A central
chimney surmounts the gable roof.

This one-room structure was renovated and restored during the period 1962-73,
which included the pointing up of the building, new roof, ceiling, door

and aluminum storm windows. The interior has been repainted, walls light
gray, woodwork a darker shade of gray. These alterations have not destroyed
the architectural integrity of the building. It is campletely furnished

as a usable schoolroom, and administered by the Madison County Historical
Society




[} SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ~ _ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~ __RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _.CONSERVATION —LAaw —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—.1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE Zoucamion —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 _ART __ENGINEERING —Music __THEATER
X _1800-1899 —COMMERCE _—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _PHILOSOPHY. —TRANSPORTATION
—1900- _.COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1874 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This structure was in continual use as a schoolhouse from its construction
until 1945. It has been host to over 2500 visitors since being opened to
the public in 1973, as a reminder of the educational heritage of rural

Towa.
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Significance: (add: Architecture)

The North River Stone Schoolhouse is locally significant as a typical 19th-century
Iowa rural school building. In design it is wholly characteristic: a small,
box-1like structure with gable roof, made of locally obtainable materials, in this
case, limestone. The architectural feature which sets this school apart from
others of its kind in the state is the quoining, which is exceedingly unusual,

if not unique, in this type of building, and which suggests that its builder,
stonemason David Harris, may have had training or experience beyond that of most
builders of Iowa's rural schools. In 1875 this school was one of six, which were
located at carefully-spaced intervals to allow equal access from all points in

the township -- a distribution also typical of rural public educational facilities
in Towa. As many as five may still be in existence, although consolidation of
rural schools has rendered all of them obsolete.



