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d DESCRIPTION

(Check  One)

Excellent Q Good . Foir . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION
{Check One; fChecfc Oneld
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (H known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The O d Chelmsford Garrison House Conmplex i slocated on Garrison Road
approxi mtely one-tenth of amle from Route 110. The Conpl ex covers 1.4
acres and includes theO d Garrison House and t he adjacent barn, t he
McCormick Craft Center andt heBartlett Educational Bviilding.

The main portion of theGarrison House was constructed c¢. 1591. | t was
then aJtwo-story clapboarded building, five bays wide with a gable roof
and central chimey of unmortared stone. The original building contained
two roons on t heground floor and one roomon t he second floor; the
remaining portion of thesecond floor was left unfinished. Alean-to
was constructed at t herear of thehouse c¢c. 1702, giving i titspresent
sal tbox appearance. This addition contained two horning rooms, two
kitchens with a center chimey of brick, and a pantry. At a |later date,
a shed was added t ot heeastern end of t helean-to. The Garrison House
has now been covered with wooden shingles and t heroof with hand-split
wooden shakes. The six-over-sixsash windows arereproductions.

Located immediately tothewest of theGarrison House i sthebarn, with an
attached open shed and a sl aughter-house, now converted for use as a care-
taker's apartment. The exterior of this structure i sa combination of
board and batten and plain vertical planking; theroof i scovered with
black asphalt shingles.

Located t ot heeast of theGarrison House aretheMCormick Craft Center and
the Bartlett Educational Building. The Craft Center, originally a henhouse,
was converted toits present usei nl1966; i ti s now a two-story clapboarded
building with a gable roof. The Bartlett Educational Building, aone-

story wooden building with gable roof, i san exanple of t he Hodgson
portable house, one of thefirst types of portable housing developed i n

the 20th century; i twas noved toits present location i n 1969.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The O d Chelnsford Garrison House i stheoldest authenticated 17th century
building i nChelmsford and t hebest exanple of thesalthox style i n the
town. O thenineteen garrison houses which once stood i nChelnsford, this
is theonly one remaining.

The original owner of this site was Lt. Thonas Adans, one of t he nine
children of Henry, thefirst American ancestor of thedistinguished Adans
famly of Braintree and Quincy. Thonmas was one of theoriginal petitioners
for thegrant of |and which became t hetown of Chel msford; he served as

a Selectman for 20 years.

The O d Garrison gt>use was built c. 1691 (possibly earlier) by Tomas' son

Pelatiah. | twas then a two-story clapboard building with center chimey.
Stone and wood for constructionof t hehouse were taken from rock |edges
and first growth forest on theproperty. 1nl1l702, thehouse and | and were

deeded t o Pel atiah's sons, Pelatiah, Jr. and Thonas. The "saltbox" addition
at therear (containingtwo horning roons, two kitchens, and a pantry)

dates from this period, when thetwo brothers and their families shared t he
house.

In 1728, t heGarrison House was purchased by Benjam n Heywood of Billerica;
his descendants owned t heproperty until 1922. The O d Chelnmsford Garrison
House Association was formed i n1959 t orestore and preserve t hehouse.

The Association nowmaintains i tandtheadjacent buildings as a nuseum

and educational center.

The Garrison House Conplex includes three supporting buildings: thebarn,
which houses collections of farm inplenments and vehicles; t he MCorni ck
Craft Center, opened i n1966 t o house t he Garri son House Association's
educational progranms for local school groups;, and theBartlett Educational
Building, nmoved tot hepresent site i n1969 and used primarily

exhibition space.
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Date Entered MY’ 8

Nane Locati on

Pratt (Dexter) House Canbri dge \
M ddl esex County
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— — , M ddl esex County °
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Suffol k County
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Camp Paul. Money was vpted to
the Sister of the Holy \Mon; to
RA.RA.; to. tM Lowel
Asxociation for theMelind and for
* the new. YMCA bdilding. Chrigt-
mas projects vdted include shoes
and rubbers ds giftsand ~ftsfor
the hospitals as well  clothesfor

firevictims. Money was dso voted
B|IgHBrother and Big Siger and
miscellaneous projects.

PAGE THIRTEEN

Beverly Sinati®, American
Airlines stewardess, gave tips on
ar travel andliow to pack bags for
plane trips/PJans for next year's
show were discussed as were plans
fora  membership driveto take
place in September.

ko k*kogkqoo

Washday Exhibit

At Garrison IT'S WQEH aghAY ng]dTHE GARRISON HolllJ%E: All sortssojrégi/-
fashioned washing ironing equipment wi shown on f

Hfushe gu.ne 1|§9use 15 June 13 as reminders of "the good old days" and the publicisinvited
t the Oag‘”'son to visit and marvel or reminisce. Amor% the exhibits-Jabove): a
Garrison R.” bog 3‘“%‘11”613 wooden wash tub, a variety of irons, a leaching stone used in making
zjnstors wi e tﬁ ag?] 2 |ve sogp, scrub twards, and a hand-operated  dothes wringer. This
emonstration Wasing - axhihition will mark the official openi PG of the housafor the ummer,
going on there forthepasI

apparatus was energized in the ; A
good old days before electricity. athough school-related activities have

For those who may not
remember, or who never knew
therewas atime before el ectricity,
enargy weas provided by
physical force. And washday
demanded a great ded of this.

Clothes were scrubbed by hand,
one by one, on arippling tin board
with very strong s0gp. Before the
scruboard, they were beat upon a
rock by the lady of the house who

a great ded of time knee
E inwater at the stream’'s edge.
The scruboard you have to admit
was an improvement.

Practically from the beginning
o time, man has tried to take the
drudgery out of doing the family
laundry. From washboards to
washing machines, the task
became less formidable.

The progress of the iron is even
more interesting. Ironsprior to the
timeof electricity are classified as
Wb&ongl' No ane knows just

some one suggestsyou just
look at the expression of some fair
aj% trying to smooth her cloths
yesterday's terribly heavy
tools. First there were smoothin
boards, then box and char
irons. These were followed by sdf
heating natural gas irons to those
heat by naptha, alchohol,
asoline and kerosne. Finaly
there deve the crude dectric
iron and highly specidized steam-
Soray €electric irons.

On Sunday, June 13 from 25
p.m, members of the "Old
Chelmsford" Garison House will
recresate the Washdays of the padt.
There will dso be a complete
exhibit of washing &paratus
dating from the early
to the present. Included in the
exhibit will be wooden and metal
washtubs. washboards, wrineers.

sverd weeks

and chair caning. There will aso
be tours of the Barn and House, a
country store, and gun display.
Refreshments will te available.

"Washday a the Garrison
Houss' is under the direction of
Mrs. George Ripsom. She is
assged by a committee which
includes Carol Engel, Elwin
Bagley. Sandra Ludwig, Fran
Marcoux, Margaret Adams, Helen
McKeon, Alice Mae Bagley, Mrrie
Moler, Irene Fogter, Mary Par-
tridge, Ted Engel, George
Shepherd, Barbara Fitts. Louise
Fulton, Joan Cotran, Helen Nolan,
Bob Coe, Jeane Glenfield and
Marie J. Geary.



Beverly Sinatc®, American
Airlines stewardess, gave tips on
air travel andfiow to pack bags for
plane tripsyPJans for next year's
show wer” discussed as were plans
fora  membership driveto take
place in September.

Washday Exhibit
At Garrison * A2

House June 13 ;

At the Garrison House, 106
Garrison Road, on June 13,
visitors will be treated to a
demongtration of how washing
apparatus was energized in the
good old days before electricity.

For those who may not
remember, or who never knew
therewas a time beforeelectricity,
enargy was provided by sheer
physical force. And washday

agreat ded of this.

Clothes were scrubbed by hand,
one by one, 0" arippling tin board
with very strong soap. Before the
scruboard, they were beset upon a
rock by the lady of the housewho

a great ded of time knee
E in water at the stream'’s
The scruboard you have to admit
was an improvement.

Practically from the beginning
g tijme, man hafs dtri_ed t?] ta#<e ttlwe

rudgery out of doing the family
laundry. From washboards to
washing machines, the task
became less formidable.

The progress of the iron is even
more interesting. Ironsprior to the
timeof electricity are classified as
"sad irons'. No one knows just
why but some one suggestsyou g'ust
look 3t the expression of somefair
I trying to smooth her cloths
with yesterday's terribly heavy
todls. First there were smoothin
boards, then box and char
irons, ‘fThese were followed by sdf
heating natural gas irons to those
heat: by naptha, alchohol,
asoline and kerosne. Finaly
there developed the crude electric
iron and highly specidized steam-
soray eectric irons. .

On Sunday, June 13 from 25
p.m., members of the "Old
Chelmsford" Garison House will
recreate the Washdays of the past.
There will dso be a complete
exhibit of washing paratus
dating from the early century
to the present. Included in the
exhibit will be wooden and metal
. .washtubs, washboards, wringers,
washbaskets, glove, stocking and
curtain stretchers, boilers, and a
complete collection of irons.
Ironing boards and iron heaters
will dso be displayed. Inaddition
visitors may see a leaching stone,
rug beaters and old vacuum
cleaners.

Adding interest to this event will
be demonstrations of sogp making,

IT'S WASH DAY AT THE GARRISON HOUSE: All sorts of old-
fashioned washing and ironing equipment will be shown on Sunday,
June 13 as reminders of "the good old days' and the publicisinvited

to visit and marvel or reminisce. A
wooden wash tub, a variety of irons, a
lye soap, scrub boards, and a hand-
exhibition will mark the official i

dthough school-related activities
severa weeks

and chair caning. There will dso
be lours of the Barn and House, a
country store, and gun diil
Refreshments will be available.
"Washday a the Garrison
House' is under the direction of
Mrs. George Ripsom. She is
asssed by a committee which
includes Carol Engel, Elwin
Bagley, Sandra Ludwig, Fran
Marcoux, Margaret Adams, Hden
McKeon, Alice Mae Bagley, .Mrrie
Moler, Irene Foster, Mary Par-
tridge, Ted Engel, George
d, Barbara Fitts, Louise
Fulton, Joan Cotran, Hden Nolan,
Bob Cole Jeanne Glenfield and
Marie J. Geary.

ay-,

mor%_the exhibits™above): a
leachi

ng stone usad in making

operated clothes wringer. This
of the housefor the summer,
e going on there forthepast

AN

Soap Making At

N Garrison House
Opening June 13

; Sunday, June 13 a the -nw

piraaed * Sa,*=7ud««"?S

Summervseason

f on Sunday. Jnne S.
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A Washday Exhibit i
it G afrisdri' Hd "

Uune 13, P.M.

*Ore of. fte most, interesfinjg

I"xhibits fa i)e brought. befdre "the

\ nglicin alongwhileisthe exhibit

| being- put- togetfier to.mark the

ing of th" tourist seeson at the

-Old Chfemsfbrd Garrison House,
Garrison "Rtr, Chelmsford.' '

Under the direction of Mrs.

George Ripsom, this event entitled
, "Washd At The Garrison
Hbus=, features a collection of
irons dating from the 18th century
to the present, a coUection of
wooden and metal washtubs,

. washboards, washing machines,
boilers, stretchers, and even a
collection of sogps and detergents
which have been popular through
the years. n

Interest in thisparticular exhibit
is being aroused by the fact that
many of the items to be displayed
ae not from the distant past
which, while it interests us, is not
an era mogt bf us can relate to.
Most e today, however, are
nat that far removed from scrub-
boards, stretchers, wringers and
early electric irons. Andit is that
tingle of nogstdgic pleasure, that
"remembering when" feeling that
is creating tile anticipation with
which the community is looking
forward to Washday At The
Garrison Hoiise. .

For history buffs, objects from

Vv the distant past have not been
o ignored. Amongst the manV items
to be displayed Sunday is a
leaching stone used in the process

o making lye. This item was

+ : donated to the Garrison House by
| *Mrs. Irene Stewart who,
recognizing the historic vaue of
this old stone, rescued it from a
V _crumbling wal)-in Westford. The
first task to be done inthe making

of sogp in the 16th century was
"setting the leach” for making lye.
All of the wood asheS were
collected and saved from the great
fireplaces. These were pl over
alayer of straw ina sturdy barrel
which was st at an angle on a
circular groove carved in a sone
base deaching stone). Water was
red in until thelye trickled or
eached out through an outlet cut in
the groove. T hj lye - was then
collected in asmall tub and saved
for sogpmaking. The water and
asheswere frequently replenished
until the liquid was strong enough

to "bear up an Egg or Potato 0
t/).ou can se a piece of surface as

ig & a ninepence."

Washday At The Garrison House
is not soldly a static exhibit. There
will be severd w style
demonstrations including a
demonstration of sogp making.

>« The Garrison House, at original
17th century garrison colonial, will



TA'AMNaRIPsr an agle on"
Circular groove carved in a sone
“~ae tleaching stone),. Water wes
ured i nuntil the Jye trickled or
eached out through an outlet cut in
the groove. The lyewas then
collected in a small tub and save®
for sogpmaking. The water' ahd
asheswere frequently replenished
until the liquid .wasstréng eiioi”
to "bear up an Egg*or Potato «o
you can s a piecettf surface, as
. big as a ninepence."

W At The Garrison House
IS not solely a static exhibit. There
Will be severa weshday style
demonstrations including a
demondtration of sogp making. »

: ' The Garrison. Housg, ah original
17h century garrison colomd, will
lie open and guided toui's are

~ scheduled throughout the af-
ternoon. There is dso a Country
Store where visitors may purchase
reminders of their visit and light
refreshments.

In addition to the Washday
events will be a display of flags,
demondrations of whitesmithin
and chair caning, and an exhibit o
antique guns.

Thepubliciscordialy invited to
attend and raijoy all the exhibits
and demondgrations on Sunday
June 13 between 25 p.m.

V
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WASH DAY AT THE GARRISON- HOUSE marked the 0})enin of the house Jor tne season ana
drew several hundred visitors to view the exhibition o/ old-fashioned laundering and ironin
devices collected for the occasion by Mrs. George Ripsom. Demonstrating at wash tub. w

bashet and wringer intthe photo are (L-R) Cheryl Ripsom, Margaret Adams and Marilyn

Uupple. (Photo by Ralph Bailey)
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73070340
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National Park Service
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25-74-00077-' 05

Code

Devel opment, Phase |
¢ R-pe The l7thc. building, theresidence of Thonas Adans,

last remaining garrison house i nChel msford.

i Qui ncy,
Apreservation survey WSJI be con-

h Ttle Q2d Chel msford Garrison House Conpl ex

. Ing , . . t heson of the first
Anerican ancestor of thedistinguished Adans fami|ly of Braintree and

i s the
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5. GRANTEE a. Nome

Massachusetts  Ms. Elizabeth R Amadon, Exec. Dir., MAHistorical Conmi ssion
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40 Beacon Street Boston MA 02108
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in-sR-inAO-n-1-405

b. Pubiic La™S PL Title Sec. PL Title Sec.
89 665
c. US. Code 16 USC 470
15. FACIITY  tOCATION: (For facility yrant actions only)
o.dy j°O5 Garrison Road, Chelmsford b. Cary Middlesex

16. RE\US<S

*01d Chelmsford Garrison House Association,Inc.

Prepared by Ralph E. Thomas 523(139)-5054

(4) Increa»e($) (5) Decreose($)

d. Other >

$

b. Supplemental Progrom Number

PL Title Sec.

STANDARD FORM 240
June 1970 Bureau ofthe
Budget Circular A-98
240-101
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