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1« Name of Property

historic name Uni on Chapel
othernames/site number Oak Bluffs Christian Union Chapel

2. Location
strest & number Bordered by Circuit, Kennebec, and Narragansetit: N/Al not for publication
city, towvn Oak Bluffs Avenues and Grove Street vicinity
sate  Massachusett® code 025 county Dukes code 007 zip code 02557
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
fx] private n”l building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
I I'public-local I | district 1 buildings
I Ipublic-State e site sites
I | public-Federal I Istructure structures

im object objects

Totd

Name of reIatedN;rAultiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously

listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federai Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

IAi nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

Sognature o cartifying officid Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Date .commission
State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commentirtg or other officiai Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
I Ientered in the National Register.
I | See continuation sheet.
I I determined eligible for the National
Register. Q See continuation sheet.
I I determined not eligible forthe
National Register.

removed from the National Register.
I lother, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Functionor Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Religious;'; R&ljigious Structure,.

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Late Victorian: Octagonal Mode
Stick

Descrit>e present and historic physical appearance.

Qak Bluffs Christian Union Chapel,

Uni on Chapel. QGak Bluffs, Massachusetts

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Religious; Religious Structure

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation Stone; Granite

walls Wood; Shingle
roof Asphalt
other

known historically simply as Union

Chapel, i slocated i nthe Town of Cak Bluffs, Dukes County, Massachusetts, on

the north side of Martha's Vineyard.
across Nantucket Sound of f t he sout hwest
in 1870 i nthe Anerican Stick Style,

The Vineyard i sapproximtely four mles
ti pof Cape Cod. The Chapel, built
enmbodi es design el ements which confirm

its transitional aestheticlinking thepreceding Gothic Revival withthe
subsequent Queen Anne. The building today stands i nthemddle of an
irregular I ot of afractional acre approximately twenty-five feet from each of

its boundary roads: Circuit Avenue,

Kennebec Avenue, Narragansett Avenue, and

Gove Street. The site i slocated i nthe Gcean Park neighborhood of Cak
Bluffs, characterized by late nineteenth century residential devel opment t o
the east and a conmercial strip of late nineteenth century buildings to the

west.  The surrounding street pattern,

primarily curvilinear i nform i s

dictated by thesiting of Ccean Park, a seven acre semi-circular, slightly
concave green space which faces Seaview Avenue and t he Sound beyond. This
results i nan arrangement of narrow residential |anes formng ever-expanding

crescents around thewest side of the Park.

Uni on Chapel occupies a | ot |arger

than those of it sneighboring buildings

which were confined i ntheearly 1870s by local restrictions t oparcels of

fifty by seventy-fivefeet. The Chapel
of Qcean Park and close t ot he Met hodi st

i ssited onaslight rise, tothewest
canpground of Wesleyan G ove. A d

oak trees were felled in 1870 t omake way for t heconstructionof the

meet i nghouse; these were subsequently replaced with young oaks and smal |
coniferous trees. Today, theparcel i s heavily treed, with thepost 1871
vegetation having reached mature form and partially obscuring t heChapel from

viewing from thecontiguous streets.

i mredi ate environs of t he Chapel

Gravel and dirt wal kways intersect t he
and lead toitsfour entrance porches. There

are no additional buildings, other than the meetinghouse, onthe | ot.

Octagonal i nplan. Union Chapel

cedar shingleclad building that

has |ost sone of it s1870 detailing.

i sa picturesque wood frame, weathered
mai ntains i tsoriginal siting and form but
The triangular massing of t hestructure

is enphasized by thesteeply pitched octagonal asphalt shingled upper roof
superinposed over a nore gently sloping octagonal |ower roof set onatwo
story base. An eight-sidedclerestory with horizontally oriented small,

fx| See continuatkm sheet
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upper roof, is noted for itsfine acoustics. [Interior walls, creating sharply

defined planes, are of painted (now dark green but originally yellow) vertical
tongue and groove paneling. Stick style decorative detailing, formng
repeating right angles, is painted white and segments the walls on the main
floor and bal cony above. The balcony surrounds the sanctuary on al | eight
sides of the room O one side of the balcony, there is a gallery with choir
loft and 1923 Austin organ with 1200 pipes. Beneath the choir on the main
floor is a smll rectangular dias with (nonpermanent and non-original)
lectern. The sanctuary's seating capacity is 350 on the floor with another
150 in the balcony galleries. Seating has historically been provided on caned
wooden chairs, a practice which continues today. The floors of the Chapel are
wooden and apparently not original to 1870. The most striking aspect of the
interior space i s the pattern created under the roof where rafters radiate out
in eight directions from central bracing, formng an eight-pointed star at the
apex of the room Rafter systems of parallel tw by sixes are infilled with
butt jointed planking at right angles, al | of which are painted a muted green
as isthe interior of the lower roof. The sanctuary receives an anple amount
of natural light from the building's niunerous wi ndows, creating a |um nescent
quality to the interior.

(continued)
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8. Statement of Significance nriinn nh™ppi.  n*k Ri.ffA,  Mac;,rh..cM*c
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
« nationally | | statewide [x] locally
Applicable National Register Criteria H A QC 11D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [Z]A N C e £ I |G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Rethpgt eoture 1870- 1940 1BTD

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N A Pratt. Sanuel FrPPman

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

Qak Bluffs Christian Union Chapel retains integrity of location, design,
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. Built during 1870 and 1871
on thelsland of Martha's Vineyard, Union Chapel, i ncontinued use since
construction as an interdenom national house of worship, i ssignificant asthe
first nonsectarian religious buildingtobe erected ontheVineyard ina
community that until 1870 was noted primarily for itsstrong association with
the Methodist Church and its summer canp meeting assenblies. The Chapel
of fered islanders and seasonal visitors regardless of religious affiliation
not only an opportunity toworship but a gathering place for cultural
activities. The Chapel is also important as thesingle surviving major work
of tlie locally significant architect, Sarmuel Freenman Pratt, who designed for
Qak Bluffs nunerous cottages and thesprawling Sea View Hotel (1870-1872), now
demol i shed. And as an exenplar of theoctagonal node of design following i n
the tradition of thecreative vision of Oson S Fow er, Union Chapel i s the
only extant historic eight-sided buildingon Martha's Vineyard. The Christian
Uni on Chapel thus fulfills Criteria A and C of theNational Register of
Historic Places at thelocal Ilevel.

As an early exanple of a planned subdivision designed on romantic ideals,
the coimunity of CGak Bluffs was laid out originally i n 1867 adjacent to the
famed Methodist canp nmeeting at Wesl eyan Grove, which was founded i n1835.

Bet ween 1859 and 1864, t hecanpground cottage developed into a new American
residential form at Wesl eyan Grove, replacing theinpeirmanent canvas tents

whi ch previously had sheltered those Methodists who regul arly gathered for
sumer retreats of religious contemplation. | n1865 thenewy incorporated
MartJia's Vineyard Canp-Meeting Association pondered thepossibility of
purchasing additional land onthebluffs tothesouth of itsoriginal location
to protect theprivacy of those who attended services. Delay i nconsummating
any transaction allowed a partnership or six - four whaling captains andtwo
of f-islanders - t opurchase in 1866 as part of their ambitious coimercial |and
devel opment schene seventy-five acres including thebluffs for subdivision

fx| See continuation sheet
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into one thousand house lots. In a short time this new resort, originally

called Cottage City and renaned Qk Bluffs in 1907, becane a successful summer
community for the mddle class with a strong religious flavor, carrying
forward many of the spiritual values espoused by the closely situated canp
meeting, although not formally associated with Methodism Qe of the first
activities of the devel opment partners was to erect a wharf into Nantucket
Sound. The wharf becane popular with the revivalistsbecause i t was [|ocated
close to Wesleyan Grove. In a spirit of cooperation with the Methodists, the
land conpany prevented steamers from docking on Sundays to preserve the
sanctity of the Sabbath, and joined with the religious sect to act in concert
on other matters of mutual, and often spiritual, concern. "By 1870, i t nust
have been evident that the devel opers were applying the style of the canp
meeting, especially that of its physical planning, to their project at Qk
Bluffs." The architecture and settlement pattern of the new Cottage City
were soon seen as an extension of nmany aspects of Wesleyan G ove.

Robert Morris Copeland, a |andscape gardener experienced in rural cemetery

layout and a contenmporary of Frederick Law O msted, was hired by the Qk
Bluffs Land and Wharf Conpany to plan the lots and streets of the new
community. Qe of Copeland' s early scenarios for the site (in 1867) called
for a seven acre park in an area near the bluffs, opening the land
considerably and providing relief fromthe intensity of tiny house lots that
were the mainstay of the devel opnent schene. Naned Qcean Park, this green
space i s today the nost distinctivelandscape feature of Gk Bluffs. The 1867
Copel and plan was amended at |east twice, in 1870 and 1871, to incorporate an
additional forty-five acres purchased by the devel opnent conpany. What
results is an imaginative and romantic land planning scheme that uses
primarily curvilinear forms borrowed from the physical aesthetic of the canp
meeting, but translated into the scale required of a traditional residential
nei ghborhood. Lots in the early stages of Cottage City's devel opnent are
thirty-five by sixty-five feet, and those of the 1870, 1871 sections are fifty
by seventy-five feet. Canpground |ots at Wesleyan Gove were only fourteen to
twenty feet wide. Deed restrictionsin Cottage City further required set
backs of ten feet at the front and five feet at the sides of the buildings,
defining the normal relationship of house and privately owed land to the
public streets. By 1870, success seemed guaranteed for the new community.
The devel opers enbarked on an extensive two year program of construction,
which came to include a grand hotel, the Sea View, and the Christian Union
Chapel, demonstrating an advanced |evel of architectural ambition as they
noved beyond cottage construction exclusively.

Sanuel Freeman Pratt (1824-1920), the Boston architect-inventor, was
selected by the land conpany to design a new gateway to the wharf, the Chapel,
the Sea ViewHotel, and between twelve and twenty cottages for the 1871, 1872
building campaign. Pratt's early career as an inventor of metallic objects

(continued)
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has received negligible scholarly attention, as has his education and
training. The son of a carpenter, he switched to architectural practice in
mdlife and had a limted output. 1In addition to his work at Gk Bluffs, he
was responsible for designing his own house i n Newport (1872) and two other
hotels - Katanma on the Vineyard (1872, never constructed) and Dering Habor on
Shelter Island, New York (1872, denolished 1910). Pratt was nade wealthy by a
sewi ng machine patent and lived to an elderly age, a gentleman of leisure
involved inthe activities of Newport's yachting elite. "Pratt's contribution
to Gk Bluffs was that of a dynamic and festive architectural style" in which
he seemed particularly influencedby the French revivalistic sentiment and the
Stick Style work of Richard Morris Hunt in Newport as well as Sw ss

sources. ™ Although he explored octagonal forms in some of his projects,

such as inthe 1871 design for "Round Crown," a cottage for a New Bedford
Quaker who summered on the vineyard. Union Chapel is his only building ina
fully developed octagonal node.

Copel and's designs for Gk Bluffs first identified a location for a chapel
in February 1870, siting i t behind the apex of Ccean Park, close to but not
within the iimediate environs of the Methodist canpground. Apparently from
its inception, the Chapel was intended to be entirely non-denom national in
spiritual matters, and even "lihberal" initspreaching and prograns, according
to Mnutes of the Association. As an interdenom national meeting house, i t
represents a contrast to the devout Methodi smof canp meeting, and assured
prospective purchasers in Cottage City an opportunityto attend worship
services without having to partake of the intensity of religious practices at
nearby Wesleyan Grove. | n August 1871, at the dedicationcerenony attended by
canp neeting dignitaries and local officials. Union Chapel was described as a
"tabernacle of the Israelites, constructed by voluntary offerings of a
wandering people as a tenporary place of worship." *

Sanmuel F. Pratt's design for Union Chapel follows the octagonal aesthetic
established i nAmerica by Oson S Fower in 1849, and incorporates el enents
of Gothic inspired detailing and Queen Anne use of materialsinan essentially
Stick Style building. Fowler, of Fishkill, New York, popularized the octagon
style for residential construction with publication of The Octagon House, A
Hone for All.  Among other attributes, he enphasized that ei ght-sided
buildings elimnate dark comers and wasted space while increasing sunlight
and ventilation, all of which are clearly denonstrated i n Union Chapel. Local
sources indicate that the Chapel is the only extant octagonal building on
Martha's Vineyard and may be the only one ever constructed there. Structures
demonstrating a conmpletely realized octangoilal plan are relatively rarein
America, and appear mainly in New York, Massachusetts, and the M dwest.
Several hundred survive, nost of which were constructed i nthe 1850s and
1860s. » Thus, the Chapel is a late exploration into the use of this
architectural node.

(continued)
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As a Stick Style design. Union Chapel enbodies distinctivecharacteristics
of itstype, period, andnmethod of construction. Along with its predecessor,
the Gothic Revival, andit ssuccessor, the Queen Anne, the Stick Style i san
adaptation of medi eval England buildingtradition which stressed the wall
surface itself as a decorative element rather than merely as a plane.
Additional decorative effects were achieved through applied ornament at doors,
wi ndows, andcornices. An enphasis on patterned wood surfaces characteristic
of the Stick Style is seen at the Chapel in the tongue and groove paneling of
the walls andelaborate interior braced rafter system of the sanctuary
ceiling. Applied horizontal andvertical wood strips segmenting the large
interior space of the Chapel are also derivative of medieval England, and
further suggest Stick Style associations of the building. Gothic elements i n
wi ndows, cornice detailing, andsteeply pitched roof and dorners conbine with
a Queen Anne use of weathered cedar shingles onthe exterior to confirm the
transitional nature of this period of American architecture, well illustrated
by Pratt's design for Union Chapel.

Sanuel Pratt's other major contributionto Cak Bluffs' architecture, the
Sea View Hotel, was erected at the head of the wharf in 1872, but burned down
in 1892 In plan, the SeaViewwas a long rectangle of 225feet. Rising to a
height of five stories onthe water side, the Hotel with "French roof" and
"Flem sh tower" was considered t obe the nost advanced hotel design of its
time for seaside resorts. I|tsluxury was in sharp contrast with the
simplicity of the nodest tented canp meeting andlocal cottages. Wth the
demi se of the Sea View, Union Chapel takes on added significance as the chief
surviving physical manifestation of Pratt's work at Qak Bluffs.

Today, Union Chapel has a congregation of approximately twohundred, and
continues itsnon-denom national tradition of holding worship services every
Sunday from late June to early September. Different speakers of varying
faiths preach each week, sone of whomhave been doing sofor over thirty
years. For forty-two years, Harold Heereman, one of Anerica's noted
organists, hasplayed the great Austin organ, installed in 1923. The choir
has historically included distinguished soloists, atleast one of whomhas
sung with the Metropolitan Opera Conpany of New York. |n additionto Sunday
services, Union Chapel is also a venue for occasional weddings, baptisnms, and
musi cal events open to the community.

(end)
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Survey #
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10. Geographicai Data
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The boundary for Gak Bluffs Christian Union Chapel coincides with that of the Town of

ek Bluffs Tax Assessor's Lot #23, no Pl at
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This boundary represents the limit

of land that enconpasses theresource and i t simmediate setting, both at thetime of

construction and today.
Narragansett Avenue, and Grove Street.

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes theentire city | otthat

the Union Chapel.
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1. Name of Property
historic name Uni on Chapel
other names/ste number Oak Bluffs Christian Union Chapel

2. Location

dreet & number  Bordered by Circuit:. Kennebec, and Narragansett not for publication

city, toon Oak Bluffs Avenues and Grove Street vicinity"

state Massachusetts code 025 county Dukes code 007 zip code 02557

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
private [X] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
I I public-local I Idistrict 1 buildings
I | public-State ¢« site sites
I I public-Federal | Istructure structures
I 1 object objects
Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
LAJ nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my ofjinion, the property_~"jneets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

N\ . .
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State Historic Preservation offjcer
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In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
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5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is: National SeHi~ta'
Q] entered in the National Register.
* e« ] See continuation sheet.

I I determined eligible for the National

Register. See continuation sheet.
| ldetermined not eligible for the

National Register.

[ Iremoved from the National Register.
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6. Function or Use Uni on Chapel, Cak Bluffs. Massachusetts
Histori'c Functions (entgr F:ategories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Religious:; Religious Structure, Religious: Religious Structure

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation Stone: Granite

Late Victorian: Octagonal Mbde walls Wood; Shingle
Stick
roof _ Asphalt
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

ak Bluffs Christian Union Chapel, known historically simply as Union
Chapel, i slocated i nthe Town of Gak Bluffs, Dukes County, Massachusetts, on
the north side of Martha's Vineyard. The Vineyard i sapproximately four mles
across Nantucket Sound of f t he southwest ti pof Cape Cod. The Chapel, built
in 1870 i nthe Anerican Stick Style, enbodies design elements which confirm
its transitional aestheticlinking thepreceding Gothic Revival withthe
subsequent Queen Anne. The building today stands i nthe mddle of an
irregular | ot of afractional acre approximately twenty-five feet from each of
I'ts boundary roads: Circuit Avenue, Kennebec Avenue, Narragansett Avenue, and
Gove Street. The site i slocated i nt he Ccean Park nei ghborhood of Gak
Bluffs, characterized by late nineteenth century residential devel opnent t o
the east and a commercial strip of late nineteenth century buildings to the
west. The surrounding street pattern, primarily curvilinear i nform i s
dictated by thesiting of Qcean Park, a seven acre semi-circular, slightly
concave green space which faces Seaview Avenue and t he Sound beyond. This
results inan arrangement of narrow residential lanes form ng ever-expanding
crescents around t hewest side of thePark.

Uni on Chapel occupies a |l ot larger than those of it sneighboring buildings
which were confined i ntheearly 1870s by local restrictions t oparcels of
fifty by seventy-fivefeet. The Chapel i ssited on a slight rise, tothewest
of Qcean Park and close t otheMethodist canpground of Wesleyan G ove. Od
oak trees were felled i n1870 t o make way for theconstructionof the
meeti nghouse; these were subsequently replaced with young oaks and smal |
coniferous trees. Today, theparcel i sheavily treed, with thepost 1871
vegetation having reached mature form and partially obscuring t he Chapel from
viewing fromthecontiguous streets. Gravel and dirt wal kways intersect the
i mmedi ate environs of theChapel and lead toitsfour entrance porches. There
are no additional buildings, other than theneetinghouse, on the lot.

Octagonal i nplan. Union Chapel i sa picturesque wood frame, weathered
cedar shingleclad building that maintains it soriginal siting and form but
has |ost some of it s1870 detailing. The triangular massing of the structure
i s enphasized by thesteeply pitched octagonal asphalt shingled upper roof
superinposed over a nore gently sloping octagonal |ower roof set on atwo
story base. An eight-sidedclerestory with horizontally oriented small.

[x] See continuation sheet
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square paned rectangul ar w ndows separates thetwo roof systenms. This
clerestory was originally constructed with triangul atedogival w ndows of
Gothic inspiration, divided by lights i na diamnd pattern. These were
replaced by therectangular wi ndows sonetinme after 1897, according toEllen
Weiss' seminal history of Qak Bluffs, City i ntheWods. Elements nodeled on
triangular forms - dormers i ntheupper roof, double-gabled roofs placed
cross-axially over each entrance, and inverted triangular Gothic detailing
along thecornice of themin roof - reinforce thehbuilding's triangular
qualities. Each of theeight elevations of theChapel i stwenty feeti n
width., Qn alternating sides, there aretall, broad, double-leaved wood doors
set under braced, cross gables supported by square wooden colums set on short
square plinths. Doorways are framed by simple wood surrounds. Threel ow
poured concrete steps lead from t hewal kways t ot hewi de, triangular porches
at thefour entrances t othesanctuary. Corner posts, painted white, define
the junctions of t heChapel's eight exterior planar surfaces, and withthe
porch detailing, also white, conplenment thedark green of theexterior doors.
At thesouth side of thebuilding, there i satall, one-story, gable-roofed
ell, constructed i n1928 t oprovide space for toilet facilities, a music
library, and a small vestibule. The original building and theadditionare
set on a low, dressed stone foundation. There i sno basement, nor chi meys.

The Chapel's fenestrationscheme i seclectic with several series of
wi ndows of different forms comprising themin surviving decorative detailing
of thestructure. | neach |eaf of theentrance doors and over the door
enframements arerectangular windows with small square panes. Similar w ndows
are located i ntheclerestory and along thefront and sides of the 1928
vestibule addition. On theelevations between thefour entrances ar e pairs of
| arge paned, tall and narrow, triple-hung (four-over-four-over-four) w ndows
with operable and probably original six panel inward rotating exteriorwooden
shutters. Original triangular elements atop theshutters arenow m ssing.
Perhaps t henost striking series of windows | sfound on theeight sides of the
upper roof. Tall, isoceles windows, formng an Inverted V, face each of the
steeply pitched dormers, which are nowmssing their original decorative
finials. Wndowtrim ontheexterior of theChapel i suniformy painted white.

A separate bell tower, constructed on thesite i n1871with steep hipped
roof and flared eaves, has been demolished. Also no longer extant i sa tall
steeple with ornate finial originally at theapex of theeight-sided upper
roof. The roof of thesteeple, also octagonal and set over an open, railed
platform mirrored that of thel1l871hell tower i ntheuse of decorative wood
shingles arranged i ncolored bands. Both bell tower and steeple were renoved
in 1928.

The Interior of Union Chapel i sa dramatic explorationi ntheuseof
controlled volumetrics. The |arge, open, eight-sided sanctuary wi hits peaked

(continued)



United statee Department of tiie Interior UAD Q"
National Parl< Service N0 iggg

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

2 Uni on Chapel,
Section nunber ' Page Qk Biuffs, Massachusetts
upper roof, i s noted for itsfine acoustics. Interior walls, creating sharply

defined planes, are of painted (now dark green but originally yellow) vertical
tongue and groove paneling. Stick style decorative detailing, formng
repeating right angles, is painted white and segments the walls on the nain
floor and bal cony above. The balcony surrounds the sanctuary on al | eight
sides of the room O one side of the balcony, there is a gallery with choir
loft and 1923 Austin organ with 1200 pipes. Beneath the choir on the nmain
floor is a small rectangular dias with (nonpermanent and non-original)
lectern. The sanctuary's seating capacity is 350 on the floor with another
150 in the balcony galleries. Seating has historically been provided on caned
wooden chairs, a practice which continues today. The floors of the Chapel are
wooden and apparently not original to 1870. The nost striking aspect of the
interior space i s the pattern created under the roof where rafters radiate out
in eight directions from central bracing, formng an eight-pointed star at the
apex of the room Rafter systens of parallel two by sixes are infilled with
butt jointed planking at right angles, al | of which are painted a nuted green
as isthe interior of the lower roof. The sanctuary receives an anple anount
of natural light from the building's nunerous wi ndows, creating a |umnescent
quality to the interior.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogical Description

No prehistoric sites arerecorded on theproperty or i nthegenera
(within onemle). Little evidence i salso present for historic
archaeol ogical resources on t heproperty other than sheet refuse possibly
related t ochurch activities. Because of these factors, small | ot size
(fractional area) and theinpacts of church construction onthelot, the

potential for significant archaeological remains, either prehistoric or
historic i s |ow.

area

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance uninn chappi. n*k Rinff... M;cca.c>™MQ
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

e nationally | |statewide H locally ,
Applicable National Register Criteria H A Q B I ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [X]A Q B Q C e £ NF I 1G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates

Rethot 8Bture 1870- 1940 %7
Cultural Affiliation
N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Pratt. Samuel Freeman

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

Cak Bluffs Christian Union Chapel retains integrity of location, design,
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. Built during 1870 and 1871
on theisland of Martha's Vineyard, Union Chapel, i ncontinued use since
construction as an interdenom national house of worship, i ssignificant asthe
first nonsectarian religious building tobe erected ontheVineyard ina
community that until 1870 was noted primarily for i tsstrong associationwith
the Methodist Church and it ssummer canp neeting assemblies. The Chapel
of fered islanders and seasonal visitors regardless of religious affiliation
not only an opportunity toworship but a gathering place for cultural
activities. The Chapel i salso important as thesingle surviving major work
of thelocally significant architect, Sanuel Freeman Pratt, who designed for
ak Bluffs nunerous cottages and t hespraw i ng Sea View Hotel (1870-1872), now
demol i shed. And as an exenplar of t heoctagonal node of design followingi n
the tradition of thecreative vision of Orson S Fow er, Union Chapel i s the
only extant historic eight-sidedbuilding on Martha's Vineyard. The Christian
Uni on Chapel thus fulfills Criteria A and C of theNational Register of
Historic Places at thelocal Ilevel.

As an early exanple of a planned subdivisiondesigned on romantic ideals,
the community of CQak Bluffs was laid out originally i nl1l867 adjacent to the
famed Methodi st canp meeting at Wesleyan Grove, which was founded i n 1835.
Bet ween 1859 and 1864, t he canpground cottage developed into a new American
residential form at Wesl eyan Grove, replacing theinpermanent canvas tents
which previously had sheltered those Methodists who regularly gathered for
summer retreats of religious contemplation. |1 n1865 thenewy incorporated
Martha's Vineyard Canp-Meeting Association pondered thepossibility of
purchasing additional land on thebluffs tothesouth of itsoriginal location
to protect theprivacy of those who attended services. Delay i nconsunmmating
any transaction allowed a partnershipor six - four whaling captains andtwo
of f-islanders - t opurchase i n1866 as part of their ambitious comercial |and
devel opnent scheme seventy-fiveacres including thebluffs for subdivision

[x] See continuation sheet
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| | See continuation sheet
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I lrecorded by Historic American Buildings I I University
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property Less than one acre

UTM References
Alliol 1316i918i IiOl i4i5l9iolli8iol B
Zone  Eading Northing Zone  Easting Northing

C . gL i rrrog o DLalJ J oL J oL
| 1See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary for QGak Bluffs Christian Union Chapel coincides with that of t he Town of
Qak Bluffs Tax Assessor's Lot #23, no Plat # given. This boundary represents thelimit
of land that enconpasses t heresource andi t simmediate setting, both at thetime of
construction and today. This parcel i shordered by Circuit Avenue, Kennebec Avenue,

Narragansett Avenue, and Grove Street. See Assessor's map which acconpanies this form
| |See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes theentire city | otthat has historically been associated with
the Union Chapel.

| 1See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte J- Alfred Guest and Karen L. Jess"P» Consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director
organization M assachusetts Historical Commission date November 18. 1989

street & number 80 Boylston Street telephone 617-727-8470

city or town Boston Sete Massachusetts zipcode 02116
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into one thousand house lots. In a short time this new resort, originally
called Cottage City and renamed Gk Bluffs in 1907, becanme a successful sunmmer
community for the mddle class with a strong religious flavor, carrying
forward many of the spiritual values espoused by the closely situated canp
meeting, although not formally associated with Methodism (e of the first
activities of the devel opment partners was to erect a wharf into Nantucket
Sound. The wharf becane popular with the revivalistsbecause i t was |ocated
close to Wesleyan Grove. Ina spirit of cooperation with the Methodists, the
land conpany prevented steamers from docking on Sundays to preserve the
sanctity of the Sabbath, and joined with the religious sect to act in concert
on other matters of nutual, and often spiritual, concern. "By 1870, i t nust
have been evident that the devel opers were applying the style of the canp
meeting, especially that of its physical planning, to their project at Qk
Bluffs." - The architecture and settlement pattern of the new Cottage City
were soon seen as an extension of many aspects of Wesleyan G ove.

Robert Morris Copel and, a |andscape gardener experienced in rural cemetery

layout and a contenporary of Frederick Law O nsted, was hired by the Qk
Bluffs Land and Wharf Conpany to plan the lots and streets of the new
cotrmunity. (e of Copeland' s early scenarios for the site (in 1867) «called
for a seven acre park in an area near the bluffs, opening the Iland
considerably and providing relief fromthe intensity of tiny house lots that
were the mainstay of the devel opment scheme. Naned Ccean Park, this green
space i s today the nost distinctivelandscape feature of Gk Bluffs. The 1867
Copel and plan was amended at |east twice, in 1870 and 1871, to incorporate an
additional forty-five acres purchased by the devel opment company. Wat
results is an imaginative and romantic |land planning schene that uses
primarily curvilinear forms borrowed from the physical aesthetic of the canp
meeting, but translated into the scale required of a traditional residential
nei ghborhood. Lots in the early stages of Cottage City's devel opnent are
thirty-five by sixty-five feet, and those of the 1870, 1871 sections are fifty
by seventy-five feet. Canpground |ots at Wesleyan Grove were only fourteen to
twenty feet wide. Deed restrictionsin Cottage City further required set
backs of ten feet at the front and five feet at the sides of the buildings,
defining the normal relationship of house and privately owed land to the
public streets. By 1870, success seemed guaranteed for the new comunity.
The devel opers enmbarked on an extensive two year program of construction,
which came to include a grand hotel, the Sea View, and the Christian Union
Chapel, demonstrating an advanced |evel of architectural ambition as they
noved beyond cottage construction exclusively.

Sanuel Freeman Pratt (1824-1920), the Boston architect-inventor, was
selected by the land conpany to design a new gateway to the wharf, the Chapel,
the Sea ViewHotel, and between twelve and twenty cottages for the 1871, 1872
building canpaign. Pratt's early career as an inventor of metallic objects

(continued)
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has received negligible scholarly attention, as has his education and
training. The son of a carpenter, he switched toarchitectural practicei n
mdlife and had a limted output. | naddition tohis wrk at Cak Bluffs, he
was responsible for designing his own house i n Newport (1872) and two other
hotels - Katama on t heVineyard (1872, never constructed) and Dering Habor on
Shelter Island, New York (1872, demolished 1910). Pratt was nade wealthy by a
sewi ng machine patent and lived t oan elderly age, a gentleman of leisure
involved i ntheactivities of Newport's yachting elite. "Pratt's contribution
to Gak Bluffs was that of a dynamic and festive architectural style" in which
he seened particularly influenced by theFrench revivalistic sentiment and the
Stick Style work of Richard Morris Hunt i n Newport as well as Sw ss

sources. ~ Although he explored octagonal forms i nsome of his projects,

such as i nthe 1871 design for "Round Crown," a cottage for a New Bedford
Quaker who summered on t hevineyard. Union Chapel i shis only building i n a
fully developed octagonal node.

Copel and' s designs for CQak Bluffs first identified a location for a chapel
in February 1870, siting i tbehind theapex of Ccean Park, close t o but not
within theimmediate environs of theMethodist canpground. Apparently from
its inception, theChapel was intended t obe entirely non-denom national i n
spiritual matters, and even "liberal" i nitspreaching and prograns, according
to Mnutes of theAssociation. As an interdenom national meeting house, i t
represents a contrast t othedevout Methodismof canp meeting, and assured
prospective purchasers i nCottage City an opportunitytoattend worship
services without having topartake of theintensity of religious practices at
nearby Wesleyan Grove. | nAugust 1871, at thededicationcerenony attended by
canp neeting dignitaries and local officials. Union Chapel was described as a
"tabernacle of thelsraelites, constructed by voluntary offerings of a
wandering people as a temporary place of worship." A

Sanuel F. Pratt's design for Union Chapel follows t heoctagonal aesthetic
established i nAmerica by Oson S Fower i nl1849, and incorporates el enents
of Gothic inspired detailing and Queen Anne use of materials i nan essentially
Stick Style building. Fowler, of Fishkill, New York, popularized t he octagon
style for residential construction with publication of The COctagon House, A
Horme for All.  Among other attributes, he enphasized that ei ght-sided
buildings elimnate dark comers and wasted space while increasing sunlight
and ventilation, all of which areclearly denonstrated i nUnion Chapel. Local
sources indicate that theChapel i stheonly extant octagonal building on
Martha's Vineyard and may be t heonly one ever constructed there. Structures
demonstrating a completely realized octangoilal plan arerelatively rarei n
America, and appear mainly in New York, Massachusetts, and theM dwest.
Several hundred survive, nost of which were constructed i nt he 1850s and
1860s. ™ Thus, theChapel i sa late exploration into theuse of this
architectural node.

(continued)
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As a Stick Style design. Union Chapel enbodies distinctivecharacteristics
of I'tstype, period, andmethod of construction. Along with its predecessor,
the Gothic Revival, andit s successor, theQeen Anne, theStick Style i s an
adaptation of medieval England buildingtradition which stressed thewall
surface Itself as a decorative element rather than merely as a plane.
Additional decorative effects were achieved through applied ornanent at doors,
wi ndows, and cornices. An enphasis on patterned wood surfaces characteristic
of theStick Style i sseen at t heChapel i nthetongue and groove paneling of
the walls andelaborate interior braced rafter system of the sanctuary
ceiling. Applied horizontal andvertical wood strips segmenting thelarge
Interior space of t heChapel arealso derivative of medi eval England, and
further suggest Stick Style associations of thebuilding. Gothic elements i n
wi ndows, cornice detailing, andsteeply pitched roof anddormers conbine with
a Queen Anne use of weathered cedar shingles ontheexterior toconfirmthe
transitional nature of this period of American architecture, well illustrated
by Pratt's design for Union Chapel.

Sanuel Pratt's other major contributiont o Cak Bluffs' architecture, the
Sea View Hotel, was erected at t hehead of the wharf in 1872, but burned down
in 1892 | nplan, the SeaViewwas a long rectangle of 225feet. Rising toa
height of five stories onthe water side, theHotel with "French roof" and
"Flem sh tower" was considered t obe thenbst advanced hotel design of its
time for seaside resorts. Itsluxury was i nsharp contrast withthe
simplicity of the nodest tented canp meeting andlocal cottages. Wththe
demise of t he Sea Vi ew, Union Chapel takes on added significance as t hechief
surviving physical manifestation of Pratt's work at Cak Bluffs.

Today, Uni on Chapel has a congregation of approximately twohundred, and
continues itsnon-denom national tradition of holding worship services every
Sunday from late June toearly Septenber. Different speakers of varying
faiths preach each week, sone of whomhave been doing so for over thirty
years. For forty-two years, Harold Heereman, one of Anerica's noted
organists, hasplayed thegreat Austin organ, installed i n 1923. The choir
has historically included distinguished soloists, at |east one of whomhas
sung with theMetropolitan Qpera Conmpany of New York. | nadditiont o Sunday
services. Union Chapel is also a venue for occasional weddings, baptisnms, and
musi cal events open t ot heconmunity.

(end)
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ENDNOTES

Ellen Weiss, City i ntheWods; Thelife andDesign of an American
CGanp Meeting on Martha's Vineyard (NewYork; Oxford University Press), p.

78. For t hepurposes of this nomnation, thedescription of thedevel opment
of Cak Bluffs relies heavily onthis source.

2 1bid., p. 94.
3 1bid., p. 98.

A Virginia McAl ester and Lee McAl ester, A Field Guide t oAmerican
Houses (NewYork; Alfred A Knopf, 1986), p. 235.
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March 12, 1990

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

PQ Box 37127

Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull;

Encl osed youwill find thefollowing nomnation fornms;
-Harrison A Tucker Cottage, 42 (cean Avenue, Qak Bluffs, (Dukes County),
Massachusetts.

-Uni on Chapel, Gak Bluffs, (Dukes County), Massachusetts

Both have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed
by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Qaners were notified of pending
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before t he meeting and were
afforded t heopportunity tocomrent. Comrents received t odate are attached
to thenomnation form

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg ‘
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

Encl osure;

BF/ cd

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617)727-8470

Office ofthe Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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My 20, 1990

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Departnment of the Interior

National Park Service

PQ Box 37127

Washi ngton, DOC 20013- 7127

Dear Ms. Shull;
Encl osed please find thefollowing nom nation;

Uni on Chapel, bordered by Circuit, Kennebec and Narragansett Avenues and G ove
Street, Gak Bluffs (Dukes County), Massachusetts, 02557.

There has been no owner objectionfor theproperty listed above.

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Revi ew Board and has been
signed by theState Historic Preservation Officer. Onaners were notified of
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before themeeting and
were afforded theopportunity t ocomrent. Comments received t odate are
attached tothenomnation form

Sincerely,

dAUNdJjLL

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commr ssion

Encl osure;

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Vaerie A. Tamage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary





