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|DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The full temple house form in which a gable end forms a large scale pedi-
nL\wgd portico was rare during Georgla s Greek Rev;val perlod The state's
two most outstandlng examples of this architectural achievement are near
neighbors in Roswell, Georgia: Bulloch and Mimosa Halls. Frederick Doveton

arch1tect\§illi§”§§;; an "unrivalled group of temple houses" in which Ball
convenient plan within the strict framework of claSSlng”EE}m " 'Eﬁlloch
Hall's floor plan from Nichol's Early Architecture of Georgia appears below.
(The first and second floors are identical.)

BULLOCH HALL, ROSWELL

Basically unaltered but deteriorating, this four columned Greek temple
closing the western end of M Beuwtevard, on a rise of ground sloping con-
siderably to the rear, is a cbnvincing image-in-wood of the Greek Revival
ideal. Though little is kno
and buildings in Roswell, Georgia, his New England orxigins are evident in de-
tails of all his Roswell buildings, all of which reveal an intimate knowledge
of the handbooks of Asher Ben?amin.
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succeeds in achieving "the not inconsiderable feat of contriving a functionally
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Nichols calls. these and one other house in Roswell ,also built by the carpenter-

33

I LJ2N3ydyLSNI

about Willis Ball except his birth in Connectigcut
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'S/AT EMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Bulloch Hall, architecturally, historically, and culturally,is one of thg
ost 31gn1f1cant houses in Georgia. Completed about 1840 to the design of
its owner Major James Stephens Bulloch and his craftsman-architect Willis
Ball, the house is one of several essentially unaltered structures in the
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Greek Revival style which have survived in Roswell, some 20 miles north of
tlanta on a plateau above the Chattahoochee River. Roswell, Georgia without
ulloch Hall gracing a rise of ground at the end of Mimosa Boulevard would
ot be the same. Frederick Doveton Nichols says that it and its near neighbg
imosa Hall are "superb examples of the temple house with full pediment, the
ltimate of the whole Greek Revival movement in Georgia."

Roswell was conceived by Roswell King a gentleman from coastal Darien,
orgia, in 1837 when King passed through the site on his way to the U.S.
ranch Mint at Dahlonega in the mountains of northeast Georgia. When he re-
urned to the coast he convinced Major Bulloch and six other prominent coastdg
amilies to join him in developing a town in the hills. Each received ten
cres of land. King evidently envisioned more than an upland summer resort
or in 1839 he and his son Barrington incorporated the Roswell Manufacturing
ompany, a cotton mill. One year later James Stephens Bulloch arrived and
oon began Bulloch Hall which was completed sometime during 1840 as was the
oswell Presbyterian Church another of Willis Ball's commissions.

James Stephens Bulloch was a grandson of Archibald Bulloch, first presi-
ent of the Provincial Congress of Georgia. Major because of his serxrvice in
e War of 1812, he became President of the U.S. Branch Bank at Savannah.
'hrough hl§}§9eat-grandmother Ann Graham from Mulberry Grove, a still beauti-A
ul plantation near Charleston, he was related to outstanding families in
outh Carolina. Major Bulloch's great-grandfather James, husband of Ann
raham, was the first Bulloch to settle in Georgia (c. 1750).

aintained contacts with that area, and with the rest of the world. One of
e most important vestiges of the life of culture and taste established by

or a Bulloch social success which Savannah must have envied. On that day,
ajor Bulloch's daughter Martha, called Mittie, married Theodore Roosevelt,
Y. One son of that marriage was Theodore Roosevelt, Jr., 26th President of
the United States. Another son Elliott was the father of Eleanor, wife of
Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Theodore and Eleanor both visited' the girlhood

(continued)

Although Roswell residents were far removed from the low county, they still

e founding families is Bulloch Hall. On December 22, 1853, it was the setting
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
home of Mittie Bulloch. Theodore came while he was President on October 20, 19p5

a day on which the entire town of Roswell turned out to welcome him. Eleanor
Roosevelt stopped at Bulloch Hall on a journey between Washington and Warm
Springs, Georgia, where her husband had a second home. Mittie's half-brother
James Dunwoody Bulloch must not be left out in favor of these Yankee relatives.
In the South's mind he is perhaps the most important Bulloch of all because of
his services to the Confederate Navy as its agent in acquiring and dispatching
Confederate cruising ships, including the well-known Alabama.

Since about 1890 Bulloch Hall has been the home of the Jehu Bartow Wing
family, a family well known in Roswell's business and educational circles. At
present it is unoccupied, deteriorating, and threatened with destruction.
Because of its more than one hundred years of outstanding significance in the
life of Roswell, efforts are underway to save Bulloch Hall.
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