
F O R M B - B U I L D I N G ' 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office OI the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of fo rm 
Photo number 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

441: Lawence Quad, 1:25000 
19/324910./4722760 

(over) 

In Area no. Form no. 

441 

1. Town AÎ OVER 

Address 15-17 Porter Road 

N a m e A ^ P I ;:>nd . q y l vP<^-|-pr &^^h^^•^-f- H ^ i i f e ^ 

Present use r e s iden t i a l 

15- Crowther, Gwynn & Donna 
Present owner 17- Ixpring, Stephen 8c .Hilary 

3. Description: . , . 

Date ca. 1830-40 

Source Deeds and maps 

Style Greek Revival 

Architect 

Exterior wall fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings (describe) garage 

Other features a tor ies ; gable roof : 2 
centered chimneys; duple.x w/ recessed 
r - l .-:»c;c;-ir-a1 rir.nrn.CTy!^ f w / . • ' s i d e l i g h t s ) ; 6 -

facade; windows have p l a i n cornerblocks; 
1 sxxd. l l j s tory o r l t j i nal e l l s 

Altered . 

Moved 

Date 

Date 

5. Lot size: Map 57, Parcel 8 and 9 

One acre or less Over one acre x 

Approximate frontage 3751 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

mi 

6. Recorded by w. Frontiero 

Organization ̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ .̂  Historical Commission 

37tt-7-77 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

Asa A b b o t I 

residential 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates sanie 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 
settlement 

Industry 
Military 
Political ; 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

No. 15-17 Porter Rd was b u i l t ca. 1830-40 by farmer Asa Abbott (1770-1851). Asa 
was the f i f t h generation of "useful and respected"! Abbotts on this farm site; he 
was also prominent i n such town affairs as the building of the Scotland Dist r i c t 
schoolhouse. Asa was married in 1798 to Judith Jaquith, and was the "Honored 
Father" ' of seven children. He is known to.have lived with his father on the 
site , but probably b u i l t this new house to mark a new beginning after the death 
of his father, Lieut. Timothy Abbott, i n 1826. Asa l e f t the east part of this 
duplex to his son Asa Albert Abbott and the west part of the house to his son 
Sylvester Abbott. The brothers continued to farm the land, which ronained i n the 
family u n t i l the turn of this century. , . . • • • • v 

The house is significant for i t s unusual duplex design and the delicate 
articulation of i t s fenestration. Two recessed doorvrays at opposite ends of the 
house and the distinctively Andover cornerblocks on the windows highlight the facade. 

The Asa and Sylvester Abbott House i s notable (1) as an unconraon, rural exanple 
of the duplex house type, with an attrac±ive Greek Revival design, and (2) for 
its associations with the agricultural history of southern Andover. The property 
retains integrity of desgin, itiaterials, -workmanship, and setting; i t meets 
Criteria A and C of the National Register. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

Essex County Registry of Deeds, Lawrence and Salem (1278/758; 1254/136; 1278/775; 
179/223 and 225; 198/578; 188/475; Probate Docket Nos. 30817, 30900) 

Andover Historical Society Vertical Piles, "Abbott Genealogy" comp. by Charlotte Helen 
Abbott "Abbott Poinily." 

Genealogical Register of the Abbot Family, comp. by Abiel and Ephraim Abbot, Boston MA: 
James Munroe and Co., 1847. 

Andover Vital Records to 1850. 

Footnotes 1) A Genealogical Register of the Abbot Family, p. 80 
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. . • ' . Attest 
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14. Andover Town Ha l l 

15. Arden 
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