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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Melodeon Hall is located on the second floor of a two-story brick build-
ing constructed in 1872. The entrance is on Morgan Street, up a flight of
stairs eight feet wide, which opens into a large hall or vestibule, twelve
feet wide, running back eighty feet, which is the entire length of the build-]
ing. The audience room is approximately 58 feet wide by 42 feet long.

There are twelve large windows on the south and four on the north. The
ceiling is twenty feet high. The stage, which was removed several years ago,
is on the east end of the Hall. The proscenium, however, is still in place.

During the early years of Melodeon Hall, it was lighted by fourteen
large bracket gas lamps. Each bracket had six burners and each burner had
six jets of light, making a total of 504 jets.

During World War II, a temporary stage was built to be used by dance
bands for American legion dances. This stage is located to the right of the
original stage. Once restoration is underway, this stage would be removed.

Over the years since the Hall has not been used, there has been some
deterioration in the plaster ceiling and portions of the walls backstage. A
false ceiling was also placed backstage during the war. It is in bad repair
and will be removed once restoration begins. Above this false ceiling, how-
ever, there are many artifacts from the early history of the Hall. One
poster announcing anc upcoming play is still visible, plus the names of per-
formers written in chalk from 1882.

The ceiling of the Hall itself is supported by iron columns which rest
on three load bearing brick walls that extend through to the basement.

The lower floor is occupied by three shops; a photo studlo, an associ-
ated art gallery, a floor covering shop, and a tavern. The original front
of the building is maintained, with the oxcg tion of the floor covering shop
and the tavern. /‘v\)"‘ll?
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—ractor, Walker Whiteside. For many years Uncle Tom's Cabin was an annual

STATEMENT OF SIiGNIFICANCE

For over a half century Melodeon Hall served as the cultural center
for Rush County, Indiana. In addition, it was the social and civic center
as well. It was the site for live theater, lectures, concerts, dances, poli.
tical gatherings, high school gradustions. Furthermore, some of the noted
performers of the last century appeared there, not to mention local perfor-
mances by drama groups, school children, and others.

The first use of the Hall was for a lecture given by Iillian Edgerton
on December 18, 1872. The following day all the Sunday School classes in
the county held a successful meeting there. In 1873 the Catholic Fair was
held in the Hall.

Blind Tom, an exceptionally gifted Black musician, blind from birth,
performed in Melodeon Hall. Tom Thumb, the midget also appeared there.
Recitals were given by James Whitcamb Riley, famous Hoosier poet, and Bill
Nye. Hamlet was performed in Melodeon Hall by the famous. Shakespearian

favorite of local theater goers. During the annual county fair, members of
the Harris Repertoire Campany of the Riley Opera Campany would appear in the
Hall- J : B

With the invention of the motion picture, Melodeon Hall was used as a
Nickelodeon for several years.

Architecturally, Melodeon Hall is typical of the Victorian Era. It is
also typical of many of the buildings in the downtown area of Rushville,
Indiana. Many examples of typical Victorian architecture can be seen around
Indiana in the form of homes and private dwellings. Few restored Victorian
Era buildings, however, exist. Melodeon Hall still retains the horseshoe
arched cornices above the windows and the ornate brackets under the raof.-
overhang. It is hoped that the restoration of the Hall will lead to further
restoration of the other buildings that reflect the period. Furthermore, it
is planned to use Melodeon Hall for live theater again, as well as, for the
cultural and social hub of the area. No adequate structure for this purpose
xists in the county, and it is felt that its historic significance plus its
revitalization make its restoration most worthwhile.
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Photograph of Melodeon Hall stage, date 1908, Rush County
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Indiana History Bulletin, August 1972 issue
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Theater Program, dated March 5, 1875, Rush Co. Chamber of Commerce
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1. Section 4 of National Register of Historic Places, Inventory - Nomination
Form, Form 10-300 (July 1969) lists three owners of Melodeon Hall. As & note
of explanation, the building which houses Melodeon Hall is owned by three
parties, based on the shops on the lower floor. For example, the owner of th
tavern on the extreme eastern end of the building, owns the portion of Molodoll
Hall above his tavern. This is true of the two remaining owners. lLong term
leases have been obtained on Melodeon Hall from all the owners by the Rush
County Chamber of Commerce. Plans are also being developed to one day purchase
Melodeon Hall from its owners. -
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