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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Rising Paper M i l l complex i s situated on the east side of 
the Housatonic River, which bends westward at this point i n i t s 
north-south course. The river is dammed at the northern corner of 
the complex to provide the power source and water for the m i l l . The 
main complex consists of two corner-towered rectangular blocks, joined 
by a connecting structure. Their main facades face east toward Route 
183, and from the higher vantage point of the road there i s a fine 
view of the m i l l . 

The m i l l was constructed from 1873 to I878 but stood unoc­
cupied (no glazing or equipment) from completion to I899/190O when 
purchased by the B, D. Rising Company. A photograph (#2) made 
during this period indicates that the buildings stand today without 
substantial changes, although they are visually altered at the base 
hy smaller s<3ale britdc and wood additions to the original structures. 

The Worth and South Rectangular Blociks are three stories sur­
mounted by slate mansard roofs. The South Block consists of I4 bays 
including the tower, and the North Block has 21 bays including the 
tower. Both Blocks have rusticated stone quoining and brick friezes 
incised by a continuous row of Greek crosses at the eave line. 

The f i r s t and second floor fenestration of the main blocks 
consists of windows of double-hung sashes with rusticated stone s i l l s 
and f l a t stone l i n t e l s . Third story windows are surrounded by a wood 
s i l l and arched l i n t e l . 

The bonneotor building i s 1-g- stories and has a f l a t roof. I t s 
fenestration and detailing are similar to those of the Worth and South 
Blodcs. The South Block tower is located at the northeast corner and 
the Worth Block, tower is at the southwest corner. Both towers are 4 
stories plus a three-stage mansard. 

The wall covering of a l l three buildings i s common bond brick, 
and the foundations are high rusticated stone. Original entrances at 
the north and south ends of the Blocks are no longer visible or i n use. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Rising Paper M i l l is significant as one of the finest 
post 1850's mills i n Massachusetts. I t also exemplifies changes 
in m i l l architecture which occurred i n the second half of the 
nineteenth century and which correspond to advances in paper 
making technology. 

The original owner and builder, H. D. Cone, of the Owen 
Paper Company, meant his new m i l l to be the largest and best 
equipped paper factory i n the world. The South Block and North 
-Block, measuring 145 feet and 212 feet i n length respectively, 
were b u i l t to accommodate the new long, heavy machinery of the 
paper industry which required buildings with strong foundations, 
large interior spaces, and drainage to the ground. The 1-g- story 
connecting building between the two rectangular blocks was designed 
to house the main Pourdrinier machines, which transform i n one con­
tinuous process raw pulp or rag fibers into webs of smooth stock, 
ready for f i n a l finishing. The immense foundations and other 
granite details were made of stone quarried at Monument Motmtain, 
adjacent to the sit e . 

According to architectural historian William H. Pierson, Jr,, 
"The architectural pretension of the biiiIding, with i t s heavily 
quoined corners, i t s ornate towers and i t s Mansard roof make i t 
altogether unique i n the Berkshire region." Pierson specnilates 
that "In view of the traditional simplicity of the Berkshire Factory , 
i t seems quite probable . . . that they ̂ he Rising Paper M i l l 
buildings^ are a direct reflection of Mr. Cone. . . . Although the 
mi l l can hardly be classified as the work of an engineer, i t was 
nevertheless designed by a man whose knowledge of th^ paper business 
was based upon long years of f i r s t hand experience," 

After i t s construction the m i l l stood idle when Cone went 
bankrupt i n a railroad deal of the l870's and suffered further losses 
i n the economic depression of those years. The B. D. Rising Company 

(continued) 

1 
Pierson, William H., Jr. Industrial Architecture i n the Berkshires. 

Yale University Ph.D. dissertation, 1949. University Microfilms, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, 1972, p. 257. 
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The southern boundary is a line dravm west to the Housatonic River from 
the point where Maple Avenue enters State Route I83. The eastern boundary 
is Route 183, proceeding north approximately 3/4 mile to Telephone Poll 
#42/2061. The northern boundary i s a line dram from the poll west to 
the Housatonic River. The western boundary is the Housatonic River. 
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Item #8, Significance: 

bought the m i l l at the turn of the century, and after the Monument 
Mills on the Housatonic went bankrupt in 1930, the Rising Paper 
M i l l became the principal focus of the area. Today the Rising 
Paper M i l l i s the single largest employer in Great Barrington. 

I t i s obvious that the m i l l buildings were conceived as a 
whole from the beginning, and they continue to fTinction today as 
a highly efficient paper m i l l . Pierson has labeled the style of 
the complex as "Lombardi-Romanesi^e" while others have categorized 
i t as "High Style Eclectic," certainly an apt description of this 
beautiful'working monument of New England industrial architecture. 

Item Bibliography: 

Pierson, William H., Jr. Industrial Architecture i n the Berkshires. 
Yale University Ph.D. dissertation, 1949• University Micro­
films, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 1972. 

Taylor, Charles J. & George E, MacClean. History of Great Barrington 
(Berkshire) Massachusetts. Rev. edi Great Barrington, 1928. 
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Rising Paper M i l l 
Great Barrington, Massachusetts 

Significance, continued: 

The Rising Paper M i l l has continued to this day to operate as a working 
paper m i l l . Although most of i t s equipment has been updated and processes 
modernized, some of the old equipment s t i l l exists. The old m i l l dam is 
s t i l l present, and three water wheels exist, although they are not i n 
operation. Two old Smith and Winchester driers on the paper machines are 
s t i l l used, and occasionally the Bigelow Boilers i n the boiler room are 
put to use. The old rotary rag boilers for cooking rags are at the M i l l , 
but they, too, have been replaced by more modern equipment. There is 
also an old steam f i r e pump in the M i l l . For the most part, the M i l l 
depends on ele c t r i c i t y for i t s power. 
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Paul Guzzi 

25 July 1975 

MO beacon ^ireei ^oUon, .y^CiiiacAuieUi 02^08 

727-8J(^70 A 

JR. 3 0 197b 
Mr. Raymond Luce 
National Register Office 
Department of the Interior 
18th and C Streets, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Ray: 

In answer to your request for more information on the Rising Paper 
M i l l i n Great BaLrrington, Massachusetts, I am enclosing a contintaation 
sheet which explains which equipment s t i l l remains i n the m i l l . 

I f you have any other questions on this form, please do not hesitate 
to call me. 

Sincerely, 

jT idy D . Dobbs 
National Register Editor 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

JDD/jd 

enclosure 
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