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CESCR BE THE FRESENT AND (R G NAL (IF KNOWY)  PHYS CAL APPEARANCE

The Rising Paper Mill conplex i s situated onthe east side of
the Housatonic River, which bends westward at this point inits
north-south course. Theriver i s danmed at the northerncorner of
the conplex t oprovide the power source andwater for the mll. The
mai n conpl ex consists of twocorner-towered rectangul ar bl ocks, joined
by a connecting structure. Their main facades face east toward Route
183, and fromthe hi gher vantage point of the road thereis a fine
view of the mill.

The mi |l was constructedfrom 1873t o 1878 but stood unoc-
cupied (noglazing or equipnent) from conpletiont ol899/ 1900 when
purchased by the B, D Rising Gonpany. A photograph (#2) nade
during this period indicates that the buildings stand today without
substantial changes, although they are visually altered at the base
hy smaller s<3ale britdc andwood additions tothe original structures.

The Worth and South Rectangular Blociks arethree stories sur-
mounted by slate mansard roofs. The South Block consists of |4 bays
including the tower, andthe North Block has 21 bays including the
tower. Both Blocks have rusticated stone quoiningandbrick friezes
incised by a continuous rowof Geek crosses at t heeave |ine.

The first and second floor fenestration of the nmain bl ocks
consists of wi ndows of double-hung sashes with rusticated stone sills
and flat stone lintels. Third story windows are surrounded by awood
sill andarched lintel.

The bonneotor building i s kg stories andhasaflat roof. 1 ts
fenestration anddetailing are simlar tothose of the Wrth and South
Bl odcs. The South Block tower i s located at the northeast corner and
the Worth Block, tower i s at t hesouthwest corner. Both towers are 4
stories plus athree-stage nmansard.

The wall coveringof all threebuildings i s conmon bond brick,
and t he foundations arehighrusticated stone. Original entrances at
the north and south ends of the Blocks areno | onger visible or i n use.
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The Rising Paper Mill is significant as one of the finest
post 1850's mills i n Massachusetts. |t also exenplifies changes

in mll architecture which occurred inthe second half of the
ni neteenth century and which correspond t oadvances i n paper
maki ng technol ogy.

The original owner and builder, H D Cone, of the Gnen
Paper Gonpany, neant his newmill tobe thelargest and best
equi pped paper factory inthe world. The South Block and North
-Block, nmeasuring 145 feet and 212 feet in length respectively,
were bhuilt t oaccommodate the new | ong, heavy machinery of the
paper industry which requiredbuildingswith strong foundations,
large interior spaces, and drainage totheground. The kg story
connecting building between the two rectangul ar bl ocks was designed
to house the main Pourdrinier machi nes, which transformi n one con-
tinuous process rawpulp or rag fibers into webs of snooth stock,
ready for final finishing. The i mense foundations and ot her
granite details were nade of stone quarried at Monunent Motntain,
adjacent tothesite.

According to architectural historian WlliamH Pierson, Jr,,
"The architectural pretension of the hiiilding, with its heavily
quoi ned corners, its ornate towers and its Mansard roof nake i t
al together unique inthe Berkshire region." Pierson specnilates
that "Inview of the traditional simplicity of the Berkshire Factory ,
it seens quite probable . . . that they “he Rising Paper M|
buil dings™ are a direct reflection of M. Gone. . . . Althought he
mll canhardly be classified as the work of an engineer, it was
neverthel ess designed by a man whose know edge of t h” paper business
was based upon |ong years of first hand experience,"

After its constructionthe mll stood idle when Gone went
bankrupt in arailroad deal of the 1870's and suffered further |osses
in the economc depression of those years. The B. D Rising Gonpany

(continued)

1

Pierson, WlliamH, Jr. Industrial Architectureinthe Berkshires.
Yale University Ph.D dissertation, 1949. University Mcrofilms, Ann
Arbor, Mchigan, 1972, p. 257.
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IGEOGRAPTffICAL DATA (Approximately 30 acres)

ARCGE GFNOVINATED FROERIY over 10 acres; at least ¢ mile frontage on Route 183
UTM REFERENCES

ALLLH IM3.-M 5.6.01 H.6t7,8|0. POt BLLI9J 1613 s|7./.0| 1M G 7.7U 2 g "™
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING
C[m] [6h.5hi8,0| U.6|7.716,2.0I pLJy 1.1 .. 10,1211

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The southern boundary i sa line dravm west t othe Housatonic River from
the point where Maple Avenue enters State Route |83. The eastern boundary
iIs Route 183, proceeding north approximtely 3/4 mle t o Tel ephone Pol |
#42/2061. The northern boundary i sa line dram from the poll westto

the Housatonic River. The westernboundary i sthe Housatonic River.
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BSTATE ffISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS;
NATIONAL STATF >~ LOCAL

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

TITLE °ATE %ccuji. S- /9 77
FDR NPS USEI@&@Qutive Director, Mass. Historical OQmmcM nn _ / N ™
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ATTES: LA/I. .%\A %" DAIE flUu? 1965
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KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER

GPO 883-445
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[tem #8, Significance:

bought them |l at theturn of the century, and after the Mvnunent
M 1ls on the Housatonic went bankrupt i n1930, the Rising Paper
Mill becane the principal focus of the area. Today the Rising
Paper Mill is thesingle |argest enployer in Geat Barrington.

It is obvious that the mill buildings were conceived as a
whol e from the beginning, and they continue tofTinction today as
a highly efficient paper mll. Pierson has |abeled t hestyle of
the conpl ex as "Lonbardi - Romanesi *e" while others have categorized
it as "Hgh Style Eclectic," certainly an apt descriptionof this
beautiful "working nonunent of New England industrial architecture.

[tem Bi bl i ography:

Pierson, WlliamH, Jr. [Industrial Architecture in the Berkshires.
Yal e University Ph.D dissertation, 1949« University Mcro-
films, Ann Arbor, M chigan, 1972.

Taylor, Charles J. & George E, MacO ean. History of Geat Barrington
(Berkshire) Massachusetts. Rev. edi Geat Barrington, 1928.
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Rising Paper Ml
G eat Barrington, Mssachusetts

Significance, continued:

The Rising Paper M|l has continued tothis day t ooperate as aworKking
paper mill. Although nost of its equipnent has been updated and processes
moder ni zed, sone of the ol d equipment still exists. The oldmill dami s
still present, and three water wheel s exist, although they are not i n
operation. Two ol d Smith and Wnchester driers on the paper nachines are
still used, and occasionally the Bigel owBoilers i nthe boiler roomare
pit touse. The oldrotary raghboilers for cookingrags areat the Mill,
but they, too, have been replaced by nore nodern equi pnent. Therei s

also an ol d steamfire punp i nthe Mill. For the nost part, the M|
depends on electricity forits power.
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Paul  Guzzi MO beacon Nreel oUon, .y CiiiacAuieUi 02708

727-8J("70 A

25 July 1975

JR 30 19b

M. Raynond Luce

National Register Office
Department of the Interior
18th and CStreets, NN
Washi ngton, DBC 20240

Dear Ray:

In answer toyour request for nore information ontheRising Paper

Mill i nGeat BaLrrington, Massachusetts, | amenclosing a contintaation
sheet which explains which equipment still remains i nthemill.

| f yolu| have any other questions onthis form please donot hesitate
to call ne.

Sincerely,

jTidy D. Dobbs
National Register Editor
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

Jo0jd

encl osure






MIiR Data Sheet mtmie WTIALSTO,
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NAMEAS | T APPEARS | N FEDERAL REGISTER: Rising Paper Mill

OTHER  NWXS j

LOCATION: MIN /23 [2U .uVV2NUA

SRET K NIMBR  Rputfe 1S3 AppTx-rA-indiv'imt Ut fi'M QIVrbluil TTAfggt

nrv Tnu/M CONGRESIiONALDISTRICT 1 st
Great Barrin®oinna, AN AN
. . code
u~M assachusetts CONTY Beirhirg 003

OWNTR OF PROPERTY; (Cirde)  PRVATE ATATE LGCAL GV T MNAPAL GANIY OHR

ADM NI STRATCR( under | i ne) FECERAL(AGENCY NAMVE) -
NS REGON (QROLE) A ATLANTIC J MD ATLANTIC  SQUTHEAST M DVEST

SAIWEST RAKY MONTAIN  VEST  PAQ Fl C KR nVEST

FEATURES: NTEFIOR JXTEPIOR RONS
SiJbstantially intact-1 Substant:ally intact-2 Substantially intact-3
unknown - 4 unknown .-5 iinknown -6
not applicable - 7 — not applicable - 8 _ Kct applj cable-9
Mnterior, exterior, cnV  ps not intacc-0 *nr
CONDITION- AEXCEUENT _DETER10HATEO —NATERD —ORIGINAL SITE
_Gooo _RUINS A[ALTERED —MOVED
_FAIR —UNEXPOSED -Reconstruct ed —Unkncvm
_Vnexcavat eH - Excavat ed
ACCESS- .Y es-restricted"S V es-unrestricted Unlcnown
historic district YES
WiraiN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES

IF YES, NAME:

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LPiIDMJRK? YES
IF YES, NAME:

ADAPTIVE USE: Saved ? vEs

FUNCTION (S): (usevbcabulary wards)
then-

Now- LOLAWV SN

SIGNIFICANCE:

—ARCHEOLUCY'PRE HISTORIC —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~ —REUGION . ent ertai nment
—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAwW/Gov't/politiCS —SCIENCE health
—AGRICYjURE / —ECONOMICS —UTERATURE " recreation

t-«drtiCHITECIURE *»* Y -EDUCATION —MILITARY —S0OALHUMANITARAN Settlement
—ART —ENGINEERING —Music soclo/cul tural
—_ COMMERCE —EXPtfIIATIBN ” —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION urban & conmun
__COMMUNICATIONS AMNDUSTHY — —POUTIC&COVERNMENT —OTHER ISPEaFY) pl annl ng

—INVENTION
Claims

first vs o roldest’-' YES NO “only'-' YBS  nO






ARCHITECTURAL STYLE;

ar chitecOn .builder:

landscap™garden designer - T""
interior decorator: -rtxst/artisan:
builder/contractor -

ETHNIC GROUP:

NAMES; A '
(label role P-~~An~ ~ | . GNMNEL. N ouJcn [ A NN e SIShu, ~/wu, /"
appropriate date)
events
institutional '" P 2

DATES: DATE OF CNSRICIICN  (Specific date or 1/4 of century): /~f5'~7S”?
BATE(S BP "MAIR' ALTERATIONS: ' "
HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S):

SOURCE: (OF NOMINATION) PRXVAT" i SANN
IATE" LOCAL GOvV-T MTINICIPAL QAUNTY

O™ER FEDERAL ACENCY

ACREAGE;, "
(to nearest tenth of anacre)

COMMENTS,; (include architectural information here) .
ANCA] Shoe. ~ 'di X'GAjLMinit . m/TkiM<iun JtM~irc,

Brick, stone; two 3i-story blocks xzxb connected by I|-story hyphen with flanking

5-8--story towers, slate nmansard roof w thsegnental -eirched dorners, stone sil
drip nolds, kHBQ quoins, brick cornice incised by Geek crosses; some original
machi nery inuse. Unsuxial adaptation of Second Enpire toindustrial rose; one

state's finest late-19th C mlls; still inoperation. ANAN ShME - A

AN [T e [Ny X. i 5r7r»



