FORM B - BUILDING Y)D 'bCAACCOf>'K In Areano.  Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 130-L-35
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1 Town Worcester
Address 1+l Fruit Street
Name Harris-Merrick House
Present ue residential

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form

Photo number
Present owner Angelo Scola
o h Waterman Roed
3. Description: Auburn, Ma 01501
Date ca.l832-181j 1+
Source Albert Waite Papers
Style Greek Revival
4. Map. Draw sketch of buildinglocation Architect unknown
in relation to nearest cross streets and _ _
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric clapboard

Outbuildings (describe)
Other features “ide-hall plan, corner
pilasters, original door, floor-to-

ceiling windows
front porch——m—~—~~—

Altered rebuilt Date 19703
from Chestnut ,
Moved Street Dae [S?).

OTM'- 5. Lot size: Assessors' Book 2, p. 40

Z-ej&n0O |JVS&"ieO Lot 75 y.701L6 sq.ft.

' / Ore acre or less Over one acre
Approximate frontage 70

Approximate distance of building from street
20'

6. Recorded by B.R. Pfeiffer

Organization ”“o”c* Heritage Pres. Soc,

Date April 1979

(over)

37MT-T7



7. Original owner (if known) Clarendon Harris (?) or Pliny Merrick
Original use residence

Subsguent uses (if any) and dates two-family residence (late 19th and 20th centm-ief

8 Themes (check as many a applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communicatiorl Military humanitarian
Community developmerijt X. Political ZZZZ  Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The Harris-Merrick House i s a two-storey, side-hall plan Gothic Revival
style house. The building s corners are trimred with pilasters which
contain cinple wooden frets. At the facade are floor-to-ceiling w ndows
(1st storey) and an original entry with side lights. Alterations to the
house are [imted to the re-building of itsporch with a nodern stone base
and fluted colums (replacenments).

The Harris-Merrick House i s one of the earliest houses remaining from
the initial devel opnent of the west side of Worcester, which began in the
early 16305 when CGovernor Levi Lincoln subdivided a tract of |and known
-as the Sever Farm Orin%inally built at #11 Chestnut Street, this house
stood anong a | arge nunber of G eek Revival style houses designed by Elias
Carter for the city's leading |lawers and nmerchants of the 1830S, The
Harris-Merrick House was either built for Clarendon Harris, a book seller
and first secretary of the State Mutual Life Assurance Conpany, who bought
the Chestnut Street |ot in 1832, or for Pliny Merrick, a judge and one of
the city's nost prom nent attorneys, who owned the property by IG6]i|»
Merrick’s own hone stood imrediately south of the Harris-Merrick House's
original | ot, and had been designed for Merrick by Elias Carter in |83l,
Between 19[S and 1Qk.7$ the house was owned and occupied by Frederick W

Gale, an -attorney. In 1857 the house was sold to Henry Cl arke, a physician,
who occupied it until |67i]., when PI anning to build a |arge stone house
on the Chestnut Street | ot, he sold the structure to Edward W Lincoln,

who noved the house to i tspresent site. At the tine of its nove, the

(cont,)
10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
Al bert Wai t e Papers, Box I\

Forbes, Harritte. "Elias Carter, Architect of Wbrcester, Mass," in
ad Tinme Nw Englarxd, vol, XI, no.2, Oct. 1920, pp, 65-66,
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



