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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

In Area no. Form no. 

130-L-35 

1. Town Worcester 

Address 1+1 F r u i t Street 

Name Harr i s -Merr ick House 

Present use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Present owner 

3. Description: 

Date 

Angelo Scola 
h Waterman Road 
Auburn, Ma. 01501 

ca.l832-l81jl+ 

Source Albert Waite Papers 

Style Greek Rev iva l 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features ^ i d e - h a l l p l a n , corner 

p i l a s t e r s , o r i g i n a l door, f l o o r - t o -

c e i l i n g windows 
f r o n t p o r c h — — ~ — ~ — ~ ~ — 

Altered r e b u i l t Date 19703 
f r o m Chestnut ,  

Moved S t r e e t Date IS?!). 

OTM'- 5. Lot size: Assessors' Book 2, p. 40 
Z-ej&nO I V S & ^ i e O Lot 75. y.701.6 s q . f t . 

' / One acre or less Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 70' 

Approximate distance of building from street 

20 ' 

6. Recorded by B . R . P f e i f f e r 

Organization ^o^c* Her i tage Pres . Soc, 

Date A p r i l 1979 

(over) 

37^^7-77 



7. Original owner (if known) Clarendon H a r r i s ( ? ) or P l iny Merrick 

Original use residence 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates two-family residence ( la te 19th and 20th centm-ie£ 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communicatiorl Military humanitarian 
Community developmerjt x. Political ZZZZ Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The Harris-Merrick House i s a two-storey, side-hall plan Gothic Revival 
style house. The building's corners are trimmed with pilasters which 
contain cimple wooden f r e t s . At the facade are floor-to-ceiling windows 
(1st storey) and an original entry with side l i g h t s . Alterations to the 
house are limited to the re-building of i t s porch with a modern stone base 
and fluted columns (replacements). 

The Harris-Merrick House i s one of the earliest houses remaining from 
the i n i t i a l development of the west side of Worcester, which began in the 
early I63OS when Governor Levi Lincoln subdivided a tract of land known 
-as the Sever Farm. Originally built at #11 Chestnut Street, this house 
stood among a large number of Greek Revival style houses designed by E l i a s 
Carter for the city's leading lawyers and merchants of the I83OS, The 
Harris-Merrick House was either built for Clarendon Harris, a book seller 
and f i r s t secretary of the State Mutual Life Assurance Company, who bought 
the Chestnut Street lot in I832, or for Pliny Merrick, a judge and one of 
the city's most prominent attorneys, who owned the property by l6i|i|» 
Merrick's own home stood immediately south of the Harris-Merrick House's 
original l ot, and had been designed for Merrick by E l i a s Carter in I83I, 
Between 1SL[.S and lQk.7$ the house was owned and occupied by Frederick W. 
Gale, an -attorney. In 1857 the house was sold to Henry Clarke, a physician, 
who occupied i t unt i l l67i|., when planning to build a large stone house 
on the Chestnut Street l ot, he sold the structure to Edward W, Lincoln, 
who moved the house to i t s present s i t e . At the time of i t s move, the 

(cont,) 
10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 

early maps, etc.) 

Albert Waite Papers, Box l\. 

Forbes, Harritte. "Elias Carter, Architect of Worcester, Mass," in 
Old Time New Englarxd, vol, XI, no.2, Oct. 1920, pp, 65-66, 





^'^''A//} CtJ^^^^-c^yJ^ ^''^''^ ̂ '"'^''9. SO. 79. 
TECHNICAL CONTROL 

Photos tl8 3, r l/> 
Maps 4>S 

CAyCAyt̂ tiS •y'''*''*'(AyYA!yLfyi^ —"^tH^wdOCA^CU.^ ' Z ^ ^ A lZc — 

^ HISTORIAN 
Pc/eHCAoZ^' Y^ofZy ^y£y>UAJtyY ^?Pi..o £A.^Ae/>^ ^ yaZALAZ>»u^ A^ YY^^^UA /pZc^c^^ 

,^t-t^^?c.<^<<::-^^'»t^-^ • — ^i.'^y^jAytyUKfiLKjtA,, ^ytyy^cyc^-^^ttyi^^ >&-Zj&.£pt> .aiyfjc..' AI^AALCM^ 

PAAUZ^^?YAhf<P' <f^^e>Z Zt^^ //^-c^^i^tc:;^ .,y^y<A.c>Zt<aUeA ^ PU/:AZ- y y 
^^^^GjyUd^^ ^ A A J K ^ i ^ ^ yZA>%^^ ^^Zo^ ^ y ^ y . ^ y . ^ _ f l ± l l £ _ _ 

^H^A-Zy 'ZYyy Z^-j. -J c ^ c A ^ /^^^-^-o^RCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 
yjl/Yi^^feXAjlM.^ £>i^^ ^CjiZty/-^ 'A-n, aiA::(/A £^yu(y ^f^ZjuXi . 

^rJ.^^ .-^/-P /-2-^-?^ /,(.-C6b-ii^ l30-c6b-STy/P^ 
'PA- IhK^-hy, / hrn^x-ZliAyA-., r^oc/ -fc kt. (uY/jiMzJi jffKCi Ylf/lYZyj l^tZct\dcu/^ 

Yypr̂ P- ^^rniF ' ~ ~ ~ ^ ARCHEOLOGIST 

A ^ J j r ^ ^ OTHER 
mks Z/^ pf^^^^^ ' ^ /i>pff^ rBPPi^(<^^/^"^^ P Y^^^YsJ& &^<M/^tUf^. App^p-
Aum^ l^lYPY" YiKA/ p/^/ijbP ecrJtAtiO imY^ SYPiP^A^YA^ PP SPPAI/P^^A 710 AoicpiaZAY 
fCZS^iAiA^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Y^^^ Yl/^A^Pi^PPi P/^P^PP'^ /YJ 'S/e ̂ YP^ Y^AAU/^/£^; z/zW 

AYc 'A:A^ A'PPsAiJp a ^ ^ ^ Y fii^AJPA^ mifJPAiL/i^ . A-c/̂ ePhP uyp̂ Ai-K/m H A F R ~ 

I ^ / Z-eoA&lAl6̂  i m I DO PPf Za^AP^APZ^/Yp}^ A t ^ Inventory 
\ A ///.-C^P-/^-pm^bYPPZfYY^ / M — lU e b b - I l Review 
j -psp pp(Pf iUpr^f44t^ (ii)Te&^fZm- Yjjo/i/0u^aA^(e//^/7y 
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