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FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office Ol the Secretary, State House, Boston

\ 1- Town Worcester

Address Ash Street

Ash Street School house
Name

Present use
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") var ehouse

Staple to left side of form

Photo number Al bert Fierer

Present owner 231 Morel and St .

L Vorcester 4 609
3. Description:

Dat e 186n
Roll #25 Sourcé  city Documents
Style jLtaliacaj;&-
4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect , Elbridge Boyden
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. " Exterior wall "fabric -brig}.

Outbuildings (describe)
none

QG her features square plan, paired entries
[ ow, hip roof, recessed wall panels with
—e&rbolling, braokotod oernice

Al'tered cupola renoved ANAN- 20t h
-century

Moved;) no Dat e

Assessors' Bk. 5. Pg.”®
Lot 21 , 13,422 sq. ft.

ne acre or less Over one acre
100

5. Lot size;

Approximate frontage

Approximate distance of building from street
10

6. Recorded by S.Lee & p.R. pfeiffer

Organization :
9 trore. Jleritagc PrcDt Soc.

Date December 1977

(over)



7. Original owner (if known) City of Worcastsr

Original use school hou. gp

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates  warehnusft

8. Thenes (check as many as applicable)

Abori gi nal Conservation Recreation
Agricul tural Educati on Religion
Architectural Expl oration/ Sci ence/

The Arts sett|ement i nvention
Commer ce I ndustry Soci al /

C omuni cat i on Mlitary humani tari an
Cormmuni ty devel opnent Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The Ash Street School house, now used as a warehouse, i s the second ol dest
school building extant in Wrcester; the building was one of nine new
school houses built by Wrcester in the wave of civic pride and expansion
(18"1-8-1855) which followed the establishraent of city goverment in 1848.

& these nine schools, only the Ash Street School andthe Oxford Street
School house remain - see Form130Q  The Ash Street School house is a three-
storey brick building with a square floor plan and | owhip roof. Each
elevation is divided into four equal bays by piers which rise to corbelling
at the head of each bay. Q1 the building's north and south elevations,

two entries (one for boys, the other for girls) occupy the center two bays
of the ground floor; rising above these entries onthe south elevation

is anoriginal fire escape. The building has a deep cornice supported

by paired brackets., Except for the renoval of itsoctagonal cupola, the
Ash Street School house is unaltered.

M object of considerable local pride, the Ash Street School house was

» " . frequently the subject of illustrations incity directories of the 1850s,
in Worcester in 1855 (HF. Row and) and i n Zepheni ah Baker's Cottage
Bui l der's Manual (Wrcester 1856) where i t was shown as a nodel doubl e
shouse (plates 11-13). Failing to cite the building's nane, architect and
original use, Baker prepared floor plans which show parlors, bedroons,
kitchens, etc. curiously squeezed into the confines of the building's

square plan. Intheir plans Baker proposes that the parlors be |ocated
at the second storey, citing this location as a sophisticated detail of
(cont.)

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

Worcester Magazine. June 19, 1935-

City Docuftients. Ko. 3. p- 56.

Baker, Zepheniah. Cottage Builder's Manud”, pp. 134-135-
*Nutt, Charles.- Hist, of V/orc. Vol. ||, p. 693.



HWENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET

Communi | y: Form No:
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM4ISSON Wor cest er 143-D
Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Nane:

Ash Street School
Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

9.

city houses. Despite the effort to adgpt the building's design to residential
use, Baker's illustration retains the appearance of a schoolhouse.

The Ash Street Schoolhouse is situated at the crest of a hill, immediately
west of Green Street and is visible from mawy parts of the city. Mog of the
residential quarter, which the school served, has been deraolished, leaving the

schoolhouse as an important and rare survivor of the area's development in the
18408-1860S.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



