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The Brick House at Edisto Island was built about 1725 for Paul Hamilton, a wealthy 
South Carolina planter whose estate was acquired in 1798 by the Jenkins family which 
maintains ownership to this day. The brick for the house was imported from Boston 
where a harder and denser sort than any obtainable locally could be gotten. Sand and 
gravel, free from salt, were fetched from the Pon Pon, while lumber for the house was 
housed and seasoned for seven years before being considered worthy for the undertaking. 
Clearly then this was an exceptional effort on the part of its builder, and its archi­ 
tectural ambitions came to fruition in a building with a distinctively French air, 
achieved through the many stucco enrichments and its high-pitched roof. Aside from 
the reference to the Chateau de la Haye, historian Samuel Stoney characterized the 
look as one quite similar to the Place de Vosges, a look heightened by two small 
flankers, long since lost.

Finally, and very importantly, the plan of the Brick House is very similar to that 
one seen first in Mulberry's Plantation House, but without its towers. The four-room 
plan, with unequal division of rooms and a central stalrwall, while not unique to either 
Mulberry or the Brick House or other houses of the type of the period   Hanover, Lewis- 
field, or Crowfield, to name a few   was imported by them, first to the countryside, 
and then moved to the city where it blossomed as the Charleston doubj-e house, during 
the 1750's and 1760 f s especially.

The ruins of the plantation House at Edisto Island South Carolina are located beside 
Russel Creek west of the North Edisto River. Once encompassing a large plantation*

, the ruin is now an isolated element in an environment unused agriculturally. 
It is however surrounded by a group of buildings, perhaps ten, largely used as summer 
retreats by Charlestonians. The boundary then of this ruin consists only of the remains 
itself and the patch of land it stands on. Consisting of 1/4 acre around the building, 
the boundary includes no other structures which contribute to the national significance 
of the landmark. The site is clearly visible on the accompanying USGS map which identi­ 
fies the site with red pencil.



01 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD

-PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC

.1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC

_1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE

.1600-1699 2LARCHITECTURE

.1700-1799 —ART

-1800-1899 —COMMERCE

-1900- —COMMUNICATIONS

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—COMMUNITY PLANNING

—CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS

—EDUCATION

—ENGINEERING

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW

—LITERATURE

—MILITARY 

_MUSIC

—PHILOSOPHY

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—RELIGION

—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

—THEATER

—TRANSPORTATION

—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Brick House at Edisto Island was a most unusual example of early colonial architecture, 
in that it illustrated the important influence of the French Huguenots in South Carolina. 
Possibly a simplified copy of the Chateau de la Haye d ! Esquermes (c.1675) near Loos les 
Lille, France, as suggested by historian T.T. Waterman, the Brick House was the focal 
point of a 300 acre plantation. Burned to all but its shell in 1929 (at which point it 
had yet been little-altered), the brick house today stands as both an artifact of an 
important early influence in the Carolinas, and a stately and picturesque ruin in its 
own right. The architecture of the outer walls is unique in this country.
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See Sketch Map

Beginning at Point X, which is approximately 500' south of the 
southern bank of Russel Creek and located on the southern edge 
of the unpaved access road, proceed west along the southern edge 
of the road approximately 50' to a point; thence south 46' to a 
point; thence east approximately 50' to a point; thence 46' north 
to the point of origin.


