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St. David f s Episcopal Church
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Church Street
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Moved [jj Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Original 1770-1773 frame building.- fifty-three feet long, thirty 

feet wide, sixteen feet high. Entrances on south side and west end, 

five windows on one side, six on the other and two at east end. Two 

rows of boxed pews three and a half feet high with hinged, paneled doors. 

Gallery across western end.

In early 1800s a vestibule and square steeple were added at western 

end. The steeple rising from the gable ridge pole possesses diminishing 

sections with louvered openings - sections are surrounded by wooden 

parapets with corner pinnacles, all surmounted by a cross. Dentils under 

cornice of each section.

During same period box style pews were changed, the two east end 

windows were removed and a small room added; south entrance was closed 

and replaced by a window. In 1883 the east end room was replaced by 

construction across building's entire width to include an organ chamber, 

recessed chancel and vestry room.

Congregation now uses a modern building however.original is used on 

occasion.



PERIOD (check One or More as Appropriate)

Q Pre-Columbian! CD 16th Century 

Q }«5th Century D 17th Century

18th Century 

19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 177Q-1773

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ("Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal

(~i Prehistoric

0 Historic 

Q Agriculture 

j£] Architecture 

D Art 

Q Commerce 

Q Communications 

Q Conservation

[ 1 Education

[~1 Engineering

| | Industry

I I Invention

[1 Landscape

	Architecture 

| | Literature 

(5<f Military 

n Music

n Political

S ReMgion/Phi. 

losophy

I I Science

I I Sculpture

I5tl Social/Human 

itarian

I I Theater

I I Transportation

I| Urban Planning 

Q Other (Specify^

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

One of state's remaining pre-revolutionary church buildings, 

Saint David's Parish established by act of General Assembly 1768 and 

named after patron saint of Wales whence many Cheraw settlers had 

come.

Building used as hospital during Revolutionary and Confederate War.

Cemetery contains graves of James E. Thornwell , Presbyterian theo- - 

logian and president of South Carolina College 1851-1855; and Alexander 

Gregg, rector Saint David's 1846-1859, elected first Bishop of Texas, 

1859 .

A unique example of 18-century meetings-house construction, 

proved by early 19th-century addition of imposing frame tower with 

diminishing tiers.
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