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1. Namfi nf Prnpprty
historic name Neponset Valley Parkway (Mfitrnpolitan Park System nf Greater Boston MPS)
other names/site number

2 Location

street & number Neponset Valley Parkway n/a not for publication
city or town Boston (Hyde Park) and Milton nfa  vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA county Suffolk/Norfolk cnris 025. 021  zip code 02136. 021R6

3. Staffi/FfidRral Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this & Tomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Histgcic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
H”eets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally « statewide iaiocally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

_ IULh'<h™ M%'sfe<> Ik/dL'thr/

Signaturt/of certifying official/Ti" Cara H. Metz, Executive DirecYor Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

state or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.;
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

fional Park Sftrvicp Cfirtification
I, he”by certify that this property is: SigrBtJre of the Keeper Date of Action
| entered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Neponset Valley Parkway
Name of Property

R Classifir.atinn
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private _ building(s)
_public-local jidistrict
jipublic-State _ site
_ public-Federal __structure

_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.]

Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston MPS

fi. Fiinr.tlon or tJsfi
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)
RFCRFATIONA! /CUI TURE: nutdnnr recreatinn

LANSCAPE: park, natural feature
TRANSPORTATION: rnad-related

7. Dfiscription

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

N/A

Narrative Description

Suffolk. Nnrfnik MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
.building
sites
structures
objects
JL Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

1 Paul's Bridge-HNhhard's Rririge 1972

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)
RFCRFATION/CUI TURF: nutdnnr recreation

| ANDSCAPF: park, natural feature
TRANSPORTATION: rnad-related

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation N/A
walls N/A

roof. N/A

other asphalt, concrete, granite, plantings, stone

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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DESCRIPTION

Neponsst Valley Pakway, located approximady 10 miles southwest of downtown Bogon,
Massechusetts, is one of the earliet connecting parkways in Bogton's Metropolitan Park Sygem.
Proposad as a connector between the Stony Brook Resarvetion in the Readville section of Boson (a
village within the city's Hyde Park neighborhood) and the Blue Hills in Milton, the Neponsst Valley
Parkway was developed in three ssgments The first and sscond segments, from Readville Sireet in
Readville to Brush Hill Road inMilton, follow the paths of pre-existing roads. The third, which begins a
Brush Hill Road and endsa BlueHill Avenue, was built on an entirely new aignment. The setting of the
parkway dramatically changes from one ssgmert to the next. The first ssgment is industrial, while the
second is bounded by a densdy populated residential neighborhood. The third and final ssgment pesses
through the Neponset River Resarvation before terminating near the foot of the BlueHills. Each of these
sgmeants will be discussed separatdy from west to eest. As the roadway travels generdly west to eedt
ove its three segments its elevation rises gently from 14 feet above s level near the Mother Brook to
160 feet above s level a its eeslem terminus a the foot of the Blue Hills.

Neponset Valley Parkway, Segment One (River Street eest of Mother Brook to the MBTA Bridge
at Wolcott Squarein Readville, Hyde Park [Boston])

Neponset Valley Parkway, Segment One (#1 on the data sheet), begins immediately south of the
Mother Brook & River Street. For just over one half mile, the parkway, two 12-foot-wide bituminous
concrete-paved lanestraveling in either direction, winds and tums through avariable setting of residential

housing, parks, and industrial dtes before ending & the MBTA bridge & Wolcott Squeare in Readville.

Until it was acquired by the Metropolitan Pak Commisson (MPC) in 1924, this segment of the parkway

was a municipal road named Regent Street (photo #1). While the aignment of the road has not changed

from its pre-1924 condition, the roadway was modified upon acquisition to mest the MPC parkway

dandards of the time. (Note: The MPC became the Metropolitan District Commisson [MDC] m 1920;

in 2003, the MDC was reorganized as the Division of Urban Parks and Recreation within the newly

cregted Department of Consarvation and Recredtion [DCR]).

Traveling southeest from its northwestem terminus a River Street, Ssgment One of the Neponsat Valley
Parkway is immediately bounded by two parks, the Paul J. Colello Playground to the north and the Sgt.
Joggph DeSantis Park to the south. At the northeest comer of Colello Playground is a smdl greengpece
that isfenced off from the park. This areq, etablished in 1956, is called John Tiberii Square and features
a smal monument and saverd mature fruit trees the granite and bronze monument wes erected in 1928
& awa memorid commemorating John Tiberrii. Both parks are located outside of the boundeary of the
parkway, which corresponds to the back edge of the sdewalk.
(continued)
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As the parkway tums dightly and continues to the eedt, an occasond house borders the roadway until it
reeches a shap bend in the road and tums south again near the Westinghouse Plaza. The origina
heedquarters for Wedinghouse Electric, Wesinghouse Plaza is a late-19th-century, four-story brick
industrial building inthe Romanexque style. After tuming south, the parkway begins to pardld the tracks
of the former New Y ork, New Haven & Hartford Railroad, now the MBTA, until the road tums sharply to
the eed and crosses the railroad by way of the John Hart Bridge (photo #2). Variouslate-19th-century
brick railroad buildings are visible in the medium digance northeast of the parkway. A modem, pre-
fabricated dorage unit has dance replaced severd buildings that historically bordered the immediate eedt
dde of the parkway. After the road tums south, one- to two-story residences dating to all periods of the
20th century border the wes dde of the road. These houses front the road from a saback of
approximately 25 feet. Sevard resdentid dreets leading from an historic neighborhood that is probably
railroad related intersect the parkway aong the west sde of theroad. The setting for the roadway Says
the same until it gives way to granite-block wing walls (John Hart Bridge Approaches [Wing Wallg],
#2 on the data sheet) that form the gpproach to the John Hart Bridge that crosses over the MBTA rail.
Four wing walls, one a& each comer of the bridge, make up these gpproaches. Tapering from two feet to
four feet in height, the wallsare made of amd| granite blocks st in mortar and cagpped with cagt concrete
dabs While no date is marked to indicate the year these walls were congtructed, the walls are of identical
congtruction to a 1930s, WPA-condructed bridge over Mother Brook that is located over the Neponst
River in Readville. Located approximeatdly five feet from the edge of the pavement a esch comer
approaching the John Hart Bridge (#3 on the data sheet), these granite gpproaches are conddered
collectively asingle contributing sructure within the boundary of the parkway. Thebridgeitself condds
of adngle concrete arch. While the subgructure of the bridge probably dates to the same period as the
granite gpproaches, the rails were replaced with ded sheeting and a chain-link fence inthe 1970s For
the purpose of this nomination, the bridge is consdered a noncontributing dement of the parkway asa

result of these changes.

After pasing over the John Hart Bridge, the parkway tums south again for a short distance before veering
to the et and passing under a single-arch granite block bridge that carries an additional leg of the MBTA

rail over the parkway. Visual ingpection of its granite block and concrete congtruction suggeststhet it was
probably built inthe 1930s for the Old Colony Railroad (Providence Division), the former owner of the
rail line and bridge. The commuter rail dation and its associated parking are located adjacent to the
parkway & the northwest comer of the bridge. Because it is historic and gppears to be undtered, this
bridge is conddered a contributing structure within this nomination (Former Old Colony Railroad

Bridge, now MBTA Bridge, #4 on the data sheet) (photos #3-4).

Despite changing directionsfrequently, the first ssgmeant of the Neponset Valley Parkway is quite flat.

(continued)
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The two-lane road is narrow, with no median or parking & any point. Curbs are vertical granite dong
mog of this ssgment, dthough they change to Belgian block-type edging neer the gpproachesto the John
Hat Bridge. Sdewalks are intermittent and occur primarily neer the two parks & Readville Strest and
where homes border the west Sde of the parkway, between Westinghouse Plaza and the John Hart Bridge.
Vegetation is limited along the parkway, except near the parks and neer Westinghouse Plaza The DCR
owns two rectangular greengpaces, about 30 feet wide, with mature ok trees 50 to 75 yearsold, that flank
either 9de of the road as it tums south dong the MBTA rail line. Otherwise, few treesthat are assodated
with the parkway border the road.

Views ae contained aong the corridor for mog of this ssgment. Only a the John Hart Bridge do they
open up to the north and south. Nearby viewsto the northeest are of the railyards and scettered 19th- and
20th-century railroad-related buildings. Long-digance views ae of the Bogson skyline. Looking
southwest from the bridge, a historic ded truss bridge on Soregue Strest is visible in the very near
distance, as well as the local commuter rail sation.

Neponset Valley Parkway, Segment Two (from Wolcott Square [Prescott Avenue], Boston, to
Brush Hill Road, Milton)

Neponset Valley Parkway, Segment Two (#5 on the data sheet), begins on the southeest dde of the
MBTA Bridge a Wolcott Square Wolcott Square is asmal commercia pocket mede up largely of early
20th-century brick commercial and civic buildings, including a generd sore, pogt office, and nearby fire
dation. Mogt of these buildings are only one to two dories in height. A few modem buildings interrupt
the generdly historic setting, athough they are smilar in scde to the surrounding structures. A amdl

municipa park is located in between the shops and the parkway (outsde the boundaries of the present
nomination).

As Segment Two travels wes through Wolcott Square, the road enters aresidential neighborhood. This
portion of the road, which prior to becoming an MDC parkway was named Neponst Street, becomes a
divided parkway just west of Yuill Circle Road. Houses border both ddes of the road until it reeches
Truman Parkway. The houses dosest to the Wolcott Square area are the oldest and largest. Inthisareg

mog of the residences, many invarying examples of Victorian architectural syles, are two to three stones
in height and date to the late-nineteenth or early twentieth century. The Quean Anne-style Blue Hill

Community Church, built in 1889, islocated a the comer of Yuill Circleand Neponsat Valley Parkway.

As the parkway travels eedt, the houses become more recent in date and smdler in scde Housesdong

mog of Segment Two are sat back about 30 to 40 feet from the edge of the  pavement.

(continued)
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The roadway aignment of Segment Two is draight and flat. The divided parkway conggts of two 11-
foot-wide lanes traveling in ether direction. Vertical granite curbs border both the outer edges of the
parkway and the median. The turf median isabout 20 feet wide and features two rows of evenly soeced
mature oeks (approximately 50 to 75 yearsold). Mature oeks dso border the outer edges of the parkway
and, together with the trees in the median, form acanopy (Neponsat Valey Parkway Median and Tree
Allee, #6 on the data sheet) (photo #5) over the parkway. Concrete sdewaks border both sdes of the
readjust beyond the oaks. Lights are cobra heeds on concrete posts No parking ispermitted & any point
adong theroadway.

The &ove configuration characterizes the parkway until it gpproaches Truman Parkway, another DCR
connecting parkway that intersects Neponst Valley Pakway from the north (Truman Pakway is
nominated separatdy under this Multiple Property nomination). A median bresk was added after the
period of significance, 1956, & this intersaction to facilitate traffic maneuvers and dlow for a left-hand
tum onto Truman Parkway from Neponsat Valey Parkway. Just et of thisjunction, the road entersthe
Neponsst River Resarvadon and crosses Paul's Bridge - Hubbard's Bridge over the Neponset River
before reaching its eestem terminus a Brush Hill Road, (photo #6) Paul's Bridge - Hubbard's Bridge
(#7 on the data sheet), listed on the National Regider in 1972, is a sone, triple-arch bridge. The
headwadlls of the bridge are 35 feet tall and condst of mortared granite blocks capped with granite dabs
Built in 1849 and reconstructed in 1932, thisbridge replaces severd earlier wooden bridges that gpanned

the Neponsst River a this samecrossing. The Neponsat River formsthe boundary between Bogon and
Milton.

Immediately after crossing Paul's Bridge- Hubbard's Bridge, Segment Two ends a& Brush Hill Road.
This intersection features atriangular idand with severd mature oeks (Brush Hill Road Island and Oak
Trees, #8 on the data sheet). A bike path begins to border the southem edge of the road as it tums south
onto Brush Hill Road for about 20 feet and then tums eedt again toward the BlueHills. The section of the
parkway eedt of Brush Hill Road will be discusssd below as Segmeant Three.

Views aong Segment Two are generdly framed dong the corridor athough, occasiondly, a view will

open to the eedt to revedl the Blue Hills inthe medium distance. From Paul's Bridge- Hubbard's Bridge,
views open up to wetlands of the Neponsat River Reservation and, in seeson, the purple loosedtrife that
definesthe banks of the Neponsat River. The wetlands to the north are protected as part of the Fowl Hill

Reservation, within the Neponset River Reservation.

(continued)
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Neponset Valley Parkway, Segment Three (Brush Hill Road to Blue Hill Avenue, Milton)

Neponset Valey Parkway, Segment Three (#9 on the data sheet) travels through a narrow gtrip of
parkland that is part of the Neponset River Reservation. This portion of the parkway gently windsaong
the course of a samall inlet, Kennedy Brook, which travels from Hemenway's Pond, located a the eestem
terminus of the parkway, to the Neponst River near Paul's Bridge- Hubbard's Bridge. Like the previous
two ssgments the topography of the surrounding areais generdly flat. The northeest Sde of the road is
bounded by forested parkland and Kennedy Brook. After passing the Milton Rehabilitation Center & the
southwest comer of Brush Hill Road and Neponsat Valley Parkway, the parkway on its southwest ddeis
bordered by wooded areas consisting mogtly of a mix of caksand pines, and an occasond house Severd
housss dating from the midto the late twentieth century are oriented toward Neponset Valley Parkway.
Thee houses, two to three gories in height, festure driveways that lead from the road and are s a leest
100 feet back from the edge of pavement. The generd feel of this ssgment isrural.

Segmat Three of Neponsst Valley Pakway condsts of two 12-foot-wide lanes traveling in either

direction. The road is undivided by amedian, adthough a four-foot-wide bike lane travels west dong the
northeest Sde of the road. Aninformal sdewdk that atemately consgs of dirt and asphdt dso borders

this dde of the road (at certain points, the Sdewak is nonexistent). Curbs of vertically placed granite

generadly occur only where driveways intersect the southwest dde of the roadway. No parking is

permitted along the parkway, dthough there are afew informal pullouts located on the northwest Sde of

theroad. Lighting is condgent with that found dong the other two ssgments of the parkway.

Views adong the parkway are generdly limited to the corridor itself Occasiondly, the BlueHills can be
s over the treesthat border the roadway.

Archaeological Description

Known ancient Native American Stes have bean documented in dose proximity to the Neponsst Valley
Parkway, including nine dtes in the genad area (within one mile) and & leest one gte that aouts or
originally extended into the parkway right of way. The Neponsst Bridge Site (19-NF-134) is located in
the vicinity of Paul's Bridge, where the parkway cosses the Neponst River. Lithic artifacts and
ceramics possibly representing the Trangtional Archaic and Woodland Periods have been collected in the
aea Environmenta characteridtics indicate ahigh potential for the presence of ancient Native American
dtes in the Neponsat Valley Pakway locde The parkway includes severd wel-drained, levd to
moderately doping terraces and other landforms located within 1,000 feet of the Neponst River,
Mother's Brook, Bolster Brook, and other ponds, dreams, and wetlands. The entire parkway lieswithin
the Neponsat River drainage.
(continued)
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While known dtes and high ancient Native American dte potential are documented for the Neponsst
Valley Pakway areq, the potential is low for locating significant Native resources within the parkway
boundaries established for this nomination. Impects related to condruction and maintenance of the
roadway and related facilities would have had an adverse effect on any ancient Native American
resources that might have been located in the parkway right of way. Fragmented portions of
archaeologicd dtes, including degply buried artifact concentrations and truncated festures, may survive
within the right of way; however, it is doubtful National Register-digible dtes survive. Known dtes
including any potential evidence of the Neponsat Bridge Site (19-SU-134) that existed within or extended
into the parkway right of way, have been essantidly destroyed.

Environmental characteristics and documented Colonid settlement pattems dlso indicate a high potential
for the presence of historical archaeological dtes in the vicinity of the Neponst Valley Parkway.
European settlement has been documented in the vicinity of the Boston, Milton, and Dedham locde since
ealy in the 17th century. Structural evidence and artifacts reaed to resdential, commercid, ad
industrial resources may have been located originally within or abutting the nominated area In generd,
however, given the same impacts assodaed with congruction of the parkway described for ancient
Native American resources, the potentia for recovering intact and significant historical archaeological
resources is aso low within the Neponsst Valey Parkway right of way. Roadway condruction hes dso
degtroyed potential historical archaeologicad resources within the nominated parkway area Truncated
features and/or deeply buried fragments of Stes may survive, but the overall integrity of these Stes hes
bean compromised.

(end)
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8. Statftment nf Signifiranr.ft

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

JLA Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

JLC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave. -

D a cemetery. - -
E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bihilngraphir.al Rfff(>rf»nr.Ps

Suffolk, Nnrfnik MA
County and State

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)

Community Planning and Developmftnt

Conservation
EnginfiRring

Landscapfi Architecture

Transportation

Period of Significance
1896-1956

Significant Dates
1«Q8-iq?fl parkway nnnstnictRd

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

none
Cultural Affiliation

none

Architect/Builder
Charles Eliot/Olmsted Brothers

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
__ State Historic Preservation Office

jLOther State agency

_ Federal agency

_ Local government

_University

__ Other

Name of repository:
DCS
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SIGNIFICANCE

The Neponst Valley parkway was designed for the Metropolitan Parks Commisson (MPC) by Olmged,
Olmgted and Eliot and its suocessor firm, Olmgted Brothers, to provide a direct link between the Story
Brook Reservation in Boston and Dedham, and the Blue Hills in Milton in Quincy. Developed during the
lagt years of the 19* century, Neponst Vdley parkway is significant as one of the earliest connecting
parkways within the Metropolitan Park Sysdem of Gregter Boston. The parkway was desgned a the same
time as the Neponsst River Resarvation.  Although it travels in and out of the Neponset River Reservation,
the parkway does not border the Neponst River & any point, and, therefore, is not conddered ariver

parkway.

Neponsst Valley Parkway possessesintegrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, fedling,
and asocidtion. It meats National Regiger Criteria A and C in the significance aress of community
devdopment and planning, engineering, landscape architecture and trangportation a the date level and
fulfills the Parkways Regigtration Requireaments for the associated Connecting Parkway property subtype,
under Section F of this Multiple Property Documentation Format nomination. The period of sgnificance
for Neponset Valley parkway is from 1898, the beginning of date acquisition for the parkway, though
1956. The Neponset Valley parkway was built over a period of 30 years in three distinct segments The
devdopment of each segment is discussed separatdy for the purposes of this nomination.

Neponset Valey Parkway, Segment One - River Street east of Mother Brook to the MBTA Bridge a
Wolcott Square (at Prescott Avenue) in Readville, Hyde Park (Boston)

As part of the original Olmgted proposa to coimect the Stony Brook Reservation and the Blue Hills
Reservation, a direct link would have to be built from River Street to Neponset Avenue, a pre-existing
boulevard & Wolcott Square Land wes acquired as early as 1901 for the construction of this segment, but
a contract for work was not avarded until 1924 when the Metropolitan Parks Commisson (MPC) redized
that their initial plans to build a bridge from Regant Street that would gpen the New Y ork, New Haven &
Hartford Railroad, Hyde park Avenue, ad the Old Colony (Providence Division) Railroad and ed a
Wolcott Square would not be feasible. Ingeed, in 1924, the agency, by now known as the Metropolitan
District Commisson (MDC), acquired Regat Strest and a smdl portion of Hyde Pak Avenue ad
recondructed it to mest MDC pakway sandards (Note: in 2003 the MDC was reorgenized as the
Division of Urban Parks and Recredtion, within the newly crested Department of Conservation ad
Recregtion [DCR]). This included adding curbs, sdewaks, some trees, and two smdl rectangular green
goaces near Wedtinghouse Plaza These dhanges ware mede dong the parkway from 1924 to 1929. The
bridge over the New Y ork, New Haven & Hartford Railroad line (now the MBTA bridge) had not yet been
built a thistime, and the Old Colony Railroad crossed the road & grade. Furthermore, the Milton Street

(continued)
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Bridge (now the John Hart Bridge), soanning the New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad ad
connecting Regent Street and Hyde park Avenue wis not acquired by the MDC until 1956. This roadway
hes been minimally altered snce it was acquired and recongtructed in 1924.

Neponset Valley Parkway, Segment Two - from Wolcott Square (at Prescott Avenue), Bogton to
Brush Hill Road, Milton

The first taking for Neponset Valley parkway was made in 1898 when the MPC acquired a pre-existing
municipa greet named Neponsst Avenue, which was a boulevard that traveled through an established
resdenhd aea from Wolcott Square eest to Bmsh Hill Road in Milton. There is little information to
indicate what changes if any, the MPC mede to the road after they acquired it. Record congtruction plans
from 1930 for the reconsmedon of Paul's Bridge - Hubbard's Bridge show Ssgment Two looking much
the same as it doestoday; however, itislabded s "Eagt Milton Street” on the plans.

Paul's Bridge - Hubbard's Bridge was recondructed in 1932-1933. The origina done bridge built & this
dte was condructed in 1849. Three wooden bridges had preceded the sone bridge. The 1849 bridge wes
widened to its current width of 33 feet to accommodate two wide lanes of traffic with Sdewaks on ather
dde The headwadlls of the bridge, granite block, were replaced in-kind and granite block balast walswere
added dong the banks of the Neponsst River. The triangular idand with its ok trees wes added & the
intersection of the parkway and Brush Hill Road in the same yesr.

Segment Three - Brush Hill Road to BlueHill Avenue, Milton

In 1901, the Olmgted firm prepared plans for another parkway, Baster Brook Parkway, which would sarve
as the final connector between Neponsat Valley Parkway, a Brush Hill Road, and the Blue Hills. This road
was never built, however, and by the next yer the MPC dated to acquire a dretch of land that
encompassad Kennedy Brook between the Blue Hills and the Neponsat River just west of Brush Hill Road.
This acquidition, now Ssgmat Three of the Neponst Valley Parkway, wes completed by 1904. This
complete strip was 112 miles in length and of varying width. A contract was awarded inthe sameyear for
congtruction of Segment Three, called the "westerly road” on congtruction plans, aong the newly acquired
grip of land. According to an MPC  Annua Report dated January 1906, however, constmction was ddayed
until 1905 to alow the Blue Hill Strest Railway Company to lay tracks on an adjacent strip of land that hed
been granted to the company by the MPS. By May of 1905 thisrail line was completed, and congtruction
of Neponst Valley Parkway between Bmsh Hill Road and BlueHill Avenue began.

Somat Three of the Neponset Valey Pakway wes built through what had formerly been two large
private esates. A 1904 constmction plan shest, which was gpproved by the MPC Board of Commissoners
in duly of the sameyear, howed atwo-lane roadway consgting of 13-foot-widelanestravelingin ether

(continued)
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direction. The northeest dde of the road wes bounded by a 25-foot-wide planting strip labded "track
reservation.” The southwest Sde of the road weas bounded by a 6-foot-wide walkway and a5-foot-wide
planting strip. Evenly spaced magple trees weare proposed to border both ddes of the strest. An MPC
Annual Report dates that mgples were planted in 1906. None of those trees are discemable today, but the
configuration of this ssgment of the roadway itself hes changed little beyond an occasiond resurfacing.

(end)
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Name of Property County, State

10. Gftographlral Data

Acreage of Property approximately 13 acres_

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 323700 4679000 (River St.) 3. 19 324040
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting
2. 19 324040 4678800 4. 19 324840
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting

X See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
11. Form Prftpareri Ry

name/title V. Adams. S. Berg. E.Maass, T. Orvj\g, PAL, with Betsy Friedberg, NR DirRctor, MHC

4678320 (Hart
Northing Bridge)

4677740 (Paul's
Northing Bridge)

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date December 2004
street & number. 220 Morrissey Botjievard telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state  MA .Zip code 02125

Additional Dnciimftntatinn
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional ltems)

Propftrfy Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Commonwealth of Massachusstts; Dept. of Conservation and Recreation; DUPR

street & number 251 Causeway Street telephone fil7-7?7-5?(i4

city or town. Boston state  MA zip code 02114

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request Is required to obtain a

benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
Instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of

Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION

The National Regider boundary for Neponsst Valey Pakway is drawn to encompess property
historically and currently associated with the roadway. This includes the parkway corridor and adjacent

planting strips and sdewaks, where they exist. Where sdewaks and planting strips do not exig, the
nomination includes all the land that extends back ten feet from the current edge of the parkway. The
boundary does not include adjacent MDC-owned parkland that is not directly related to the parkway. The
boundaries for Neponset Valley Parkway are discussed inthree segments The specifictermini for each

sgment are asfollows:

Neponsat Valey Parkway, Segment One: The northwestem terminus of Neponset Valley Parkway,
Segment One corregponds to a line of convenience drawn dong the southem edge of River Stredt in
Bogon (Hyde Park). The eedem terminus of the parkway corresponds to aline of convenience drawn a
the northem end of the Former Old Colony Railroad Bridge in Boston (Hyde Park).

Neponset Valley Parkway, Segment Two: The westem terminusof the parkway corregponds to aline of
convenience drawn a the westem end of the Former Old Colony Railroad Bridge where it joins Segment
One The southesstem terminus of the parkway corresponds to a line of convenience drawn dong the
westem edge of Bmsh Hill Road in Milton.

Neponsat Valley Parkwav, Segment Three: The northwestem terminus of Neponsat Valley Parkway,
Segmatt Three corresponds to a line of convenience drawn aong the northwestemn edge of Brush Hill
Road in Milton. The southeesem terminus of the parkway corresponds to a line of convenience drawn
adong the westem edge of Blue Hill Avenue.

UTM References (continued)

5. 19 325420 4677100 {BlueHill Ave)
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographer: Emily Maess, PAL
Date July, 2002
Negatives a: PAL, Pawntucket, RI

ODOTARWN

River Street, ssgment one, looking southeedt

John Hart Bridge, ssgment one, [ooking southeest

Approaching former Old Colony Railroad bridge, ssgment one, looking southwest
Segment two, Wol cott Square, looking north

Segment two, Neponsat Valley Parkway, tree dlee, looking southeest

Segment three, Paul's Bridge, Brush Hill Road idand, looking northwest

(End)



# NRHP Listed MHC # Name

Neponset Valley Parkway,

#l Segment One
John Hart Bridge Approaches
#2 .
(wing walls)
#3 John Hart Bridge
#4 Former Old Colony Railroad
Bridge (now MBTA)
45 Neponset Valley Parkway,

Segment Two

Neposet Valley Parkway
Boston and Milton, Massachusetts
District Data Sheet

Town

Boston

Boston

Boston

Boston

Boston and
Milton

Location

Connecting Parkway segment
located between River Street
near Mother Brook and the
Former Old Colony Railroad
Bridge at Wolcott Square

Located at all four corners of
the John Hart Bridge over the
Former New York, New Haven
and Hartford Railroad Bridge in
Boston (Hyde Park)

Carries Neponset Valley
Parkway, Segment One over
the Former New York, New
Haven and Hartford Railroad
Bridge

Carries the Former OIld Colony
Railroad over Neponset Valley
Parkway, Segment Two at
Wolcott Square

Connecting Parkway segment
located between the Former
Old Colony Railroad (includes
bridge) at Wolcott Square in
Boston and Brush Hill Road in
Milton

Date
Acquired by
the MDC in

1924,

reconstructed

1929

ca. 1930,
acquired by
MDC in 1956

ca. 1930,
acquired by
MDC in 1956,
rebuilt 1970s

early 20th
century

built in the late

19th century,

acquired and

rebuilt by MDC
in 1898

Status

C

NC

Type

Structure

Structure

Structure

Structure

Structure



#6

#7

#8

#9

NR 1972

Neposet Valley Parkway
Boston and Milton, Massachusetts
District Data Sheet
# NRHP Listed MHC# Name Town

Neponset Valley Parkway

Median and Tree Allee, Boston and
Milton

Segment Two

Paul's Bridge - Hubbard's Boston and

Bridge Milton

Brush Hill Road Island and Oak . ..
Milton
Trees

Neponset Valley Parkway,

Segment Three Milton

Location

Borders the outer edges of
Neponset Valley Parkway,
Segment Two from Wolcott
Square in Boston to Truman
Parkway in Milton

Carries Neponset Valley
Parkway, Segment Two over
the Neponset River at the
Boston/Milton border

Located at the intersection of
Neponset Valley Parkway,
Segment Two and Brush Hill
Road

Connecting Parkway segment
located between Brush Hill
Road and Blue Hills Avenue

Date

early 20th
century

1932-1933

eady 20th
century

1904-1906

Status

2C

NR

Type

Structure
(median),
Site
(allee)

Structure

Structure

Structure
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REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY Neponset Valley Parkway, Metorpolitan Park System of Greater
NAME Bost on

MULTI PLE Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston MPS
NAME

STATE & GOUNTY:  NMASSACHUSETTS, Suffolk
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts'

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
December 17,2004 Massachusetts Historical Commission

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Places
Depatment of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8* floor
Washmgton, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed please find the following nomination:

Neponset Valley Parkway, Boston/Milton (Suffolk/Norfolk), MA
Metropolitan Park Sysem of Greater Bogton (Parkways) MPS

N

The nomination was voted eligible by the State Review Board and been signed by the State
Higtoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the property in Milton were notified of pending
Sate Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the
opportunity to comment. The owners of the property in the Certified Loca Govemment
community of Boston were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 60 to 90 days

before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

We request expedited review of this nomination.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusdtts Historical Commission

enclosure

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc
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William F. Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwedth

Commissoners Katherine Abbott, DCR

Seen Fisher, Karl Haglund, Samentha Overton, Josgph Orfant, Julia O'Brien, Rick Corsi, DCR

Virginia Adams, Public Archaeology Laboratory, consultant

Secretary Ellen Roy Herzfelder, Betsy Shure Gross, EOEA

Petrice Kish, DEM

Boston: Mayor Thomas M. Menino; Susan Pranger, Boston Landmarks Commission;
Roysin Billett, Boston Landmarks Commisson, CLG

Milton: JamesD. Mullen, X., Board of Sdectmen; Paul D. Kanter, Planning Director;
Nicholas Carter, Milton Historical Commisson



