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The attached property, the New Britain Opera House in Hartford
County, Connecticut, reference number 77001421, was listed in
the National Register of Historic Places by the Keeper of the
National Register on 10/07/1977, as evidenced by the FEDERAL
REGISTER/WEEKLY LIST notice of Tuesday, February 6, 1979,
Part Il, Vol. 44, No. 26, page 7441. The attached nomination form
is a copy of the original documentation provided to the Keeper
at the time of listing. '
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {{F KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The 3% story New Britain Opera House is a red brick building
located in downtown HNew Britain. It is part of a row of late 19th and
2arly 20th century coumercial buildings. Attached at the south is a
4 story yellow brick Romanesque Revival block. Attached at the north
is an undistinguished 2 story 20th eantury bullding with some colonial
revivel details., Across Maln Street are several benches and recently
lanted trass in front of the large parking lot of a shopping center.

Just eouth of the city block on which the Opera House is located a
deprecsed, 4 lane highway is being constructed.

The Opera House's main facade is a sturdy,utilitarian
rsicn of a  Italian Renaissance Ravival composition. Above the alter-
firct story the main (east) facade is a caraefully ordered design with

restreined dignity. The two center bays of the six bay wide facade
form & slizhtly projectinz pavilion which rises above the building's
fhippec¢ roof and is crowned by a decorated triangular pediment. The red
Trenton pressed bricic walls are plerced by windows with brownstonas trim.
Sgconé floor 2/2 windows are rectangular with shaped lintels. Third
floor 2/2 windows have semi-circular arches with keystones. Four narrow
windows with straight-heads are found at the attic level of the pavilion.
FPlain brick pllasters with corballing at the main cornice level give
amphasis to the central pavilion, while similar pilasters without cor-
bellirg define the corners of the building. Above the stepped corbel
tables of the south pllaster are the letters "AD" and in the same posi-
- tion on the north pilaster is the date "1830." The name POPERA HOUSE",
is found between the two corbel tables. Betws:an the second and thrid
story windows 1is a stringcourse created from bands of terra cotta and
of bricks sat edgewlse to the facada. The boldly projecting metal cor-
nice with modillions and a frieze ornamented with the Gresk key motif
and dentils is repeated on the pavilion.

The remodeled first-story of the main facade has two
intrusive 20th century storsfronts and the central recassed entrance to
the avditorium. This entry is also a 20th century remodeling and carries
a movie theater marques. Originally the first story facade was faced
with granite and Portland stone.

. Exterior side walls are com.on brick and are unadorned
s2xcept for a brick cornice. A rear wing with flat roof was added at an
undetarmined date to the rear (wast side) of the building. Most side
windpwg have been bricked closed. A fire escape is attached to the south
side. The roof is broken by several projections including chimnies,

a larpe ventiletor, and what appears to bs an elevator shaft. Ths rear
(wsst) wall has no openinis.

. The auditorium is located on the second and third floors
and i¢ rasached by a central staircase. Originally the main floor of the’
auditorium had a seating capacity of 800 while the balcony sat 300, Seat-
ing has been altared and the entire theater now seats about 700. The -
restreint of the exterior disappears when one enters the auditorium. It
has lavish ornamentation added in the early 20th century as well as ori-
ginal features. An elaborate chandelier hangs from a painted plaster
ceiling with plaster mouldings. On either side of thae elliptical arch-

See Continuation Sheet 1
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tew Britain Opera House, New Britain, CT.
7. Description

zhove the stege are Isnic columns and wurals. Decoration at the balcony
lavel includeslarge statues of women. .
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. - ARCHEOLUG — Y PLANNING —-LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION

~1400-1499 —~ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —Law —SCIENCE

- 1500- 1589 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —SITERATURE —-SCULPTURE
_1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN

.1700-1788 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC X_THEATER
21800-1886 —COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
X 1900 _—COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)

) INVENTION

SFECIFIC DATES 1850 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Robart W. Hill

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

During the lats 19th csntury opera houses wers erected in many
:ommunities throughout the United Statss. New Britain was not an exception
‘ts New Britain Opera House Association was formed in 1880 and the Renais-
:ance Revival style opera house designed by Hobert W, Hill opened in
sverber 1881. The association was somewhat unusual as it was composed not
sf members bf the sity's most prominent families but of men of Irish decent
iescribed in a contempoary nswspaper article as "cowparatively speaking,

sorking men."  pnoo tne beginning the cultural facility was located on

sne upper floors and the ground floor of the building was occupied by
‘ncome-producing business egstablishments. Eventually the auditorium

;as converted to a vaudeville house and then to its current use as a

osvie theater. The exterior of the building, which is a restrained design,
is 1ittle ‘altered above the first floor, while the auditorium is a ’
~amarkable space with original features enhanced by murals and other
srnamenitation added when it hacame a movie palace.

The New Britain Opera Assoclation with Ambrose.Beatty,.president; -
thomas McCabe, treasurer; and Bernard Moffitt, secretary, was formed in
1880. By June 29, 1880. Robert W, Hill had designsd the building and by.”
‘uly 20 excavation for it had begun. The walls were nearing completion
. November and Eugene A. Burt.had been chosen agent-and manager. Mr., Burt
sn November 30; 1880, defended the rental of space for & liquor bar. An
interesting fact since a bar occuples one of the storefronts today. -0
\a{dzk, 1881, the opening performance - a production of “Faust" - was.
e -

' Quota fram the New Britein QObserver, July 6, 1680, in raport on .
‘aw BaAdtsin Opera Houss (Palace Thester) in files of Connecticut His-
;orical Commission.

.
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