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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL IIF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Tha 3i story Kew Britain Opera House is a red brick building 
located in downtown Saw Britain. It is part of a row of late 19th and 
aarly ,20th century cor.roercial buildings. Attached at the south is a 
*f story yellow brick Romanesque Revival block. Attached at the north 
Is an undistinguished 2 story 20th enntury building with some colonial 
revival details. Across Main Street are several benches and recently 
planted trees in front of the large parkin?; lot of a shopping center. 
.Just s Duth of the city block on which tha Opera House is located a 
depressed, *t lane highway is beirip constructed.

The Opera House's main facade is a sturdy,utilitarian
version of a Italian Renaissance Revival coEpositio.ru Above the alter­ 
ed flirt story the main (east) facade is a carefully ordered design with 
restrained dignity. The two canter bays of the six bay wida facade 
form a slightly projecting pavilion which rises above the building's 
hipped roof and is crowned by a decorated triangular pediment. The red 
Trenton pressed brick walls are pierced by windows with brownstona trim, 
Second, floor 2/2 windows are rectangular with shaped lintels. Third 
floor 2/2 windows have semi-circular arches with keystones. Four narrow 
windows with straight-heads are found at the attic level of the pavilion. 
Plain brick pilasters with corbelling at tha main cornice level give 
emphasis to the central pavilion, while similar pilasters without cor- 
ballir.g define the corners of the building. Above the stepped corbel 
tables of the south pilaster are the letters "AD" and in the same posi­ 
tion on the north pilaster is the date "1850." The name ."OPERA HOUSE", 
is found between the two corbel tables. Between the second and thrid 
story windows is a stringcourse created from bands of terra cotta and 
of bricks set edgewise to the facade. The boldly projecting metal cor­ 
nice vith modillions and a frieze ornamented with the Greek key motif 
and dentils is repeated on the pavilion.

The remodeled first-story of the main facade has two
intrusive 20th century storefronts and the central recessed entrance to 
the auditorium. This entry is also a 20th century remodeling and carries 
a movie theater marquee. Originally the first story facade was faced 
with granite and Portland stone.

Exterior side walls are common brick and are unadorned 
'j.xcapt for a brick cornice. A rear wing with flat roof was added at an 
undetermined date to the rear (wast side) of tha building. Most side 
windovs have been bricked closed. A fire escape is attached to the south 
side. The roof is broken by several projections including chimnies,, 
a large ventilator, and what appears to be an elevator shaft. Tha .rear 
(wast) wall has no openings.

The auditorium is located on tha second and third floors 
and is reached by a central staircase. Originally the main floor of the' 
auditorium had a seating capacity of 800 while the balcony sat 300. Seat­ 
ing has been altered and the entire theater now seats about 700i Tha -• '• 
restraint of tha exterior disappears when one enters the auditorium. It 
has lavish ornamentation added in tha early 20th century as well as.ori­ 
ginal features. An elaborate chandelier hangs from a painted plaster 
ceiling with plaster mouldings. On either side of tha elliptical arch-­ 

See Continuation Sheet 1
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SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT •
__________ I860 _________________________ Robert H . Hill _________
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

During the lata 19th century opera houses wars erected in many 
;omtnunities throughout the United States. New Britain was not an exception '

 /orking men."1 FroTi tha beginning the cultural facility was located on

:as convere o a vaueve ouse an en o s curren use as a
.ovie theater. The exterior of the building, which is a restrained design,
:s little altered above the first floor, while tha auditorium is a
 amarkable space with original features enhanced by murals and other 
ornamentation added when it, bncama a movie palace.

The New Britain Opera Association- with- Ambrose- Beatty,. president;.' 
Thomas McCabe, treasurer; and Bernard Moffitt, secretary, was formed in 
' 880. By June 29. 1880. Robert. W. Hill had designed the building and by.: 
."uly 20 excavation for it had begun. The walls were naaring completion
-.11 November and Eugene A. Burt.had been chosen agent- and manager. Mr. Burt

Qu>it«» fr^m ths New Britain Observer. July 6, 1680, in raport on , 
'« » Ml'tfl-in Opera Housa (Paleca Theater) in files of Connecticut His-
.orical Commission.
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As the d( signaled State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Se




