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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Ladd's Castle was built by John Ladd ca. 1685-89 with later wings, & log
wing having been removed prior to renovations during 194(-48.

1.

3.

Exterior -QTne main portion of the house is brick {(Flemish bond with

glazed headers on the south elevation and common bond on the other
sides). The main portion is two stories with a gable roof with
asphalt roofing over wood shingles.\ There probably was & pent eaves
on the south elevation. The present east doorway trim is not original
but dates from the 1947-48 renovation. The west wing is frame with
clapboards covered by brick during the 1947-48 renovation. The west
wing is also two stories with a gable roof with asphalt roofing over
wood shingles. The windows are 6/6 and 4/4 and neither the frames
nor sash are original.

Interior — The main portion of the house is & two-room plan. There
are exterior door pintles on the west doorway to the living room of
the main portion which may indicate an entryway originally on the
west. The house is presently entered by the south doorway on the
wing. The main portion has a living room with corner fireplace with
raised panel chimney breast and part of the interior cornice. There
is another room several steps up to the rear which has been renovated
(an exterior seam was noted in the brickwork of the east wall which
might indicate that the east portion of the house was built at two
different times). There is one small fireplace in one of the upstairs
bedrooms.

Site — The small site is level, with the house facing south at an
angle to the street with a shed garage to the rear and west,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

{

Ladd's Castle is one of the earliest examples of brickwork in New Jersey
and is the oldest brick house in Gloucester County. M John Ladd, who came
from England with William Penn to help plan the City of Philadelphia,
according to a deed built the east brick part of this house. |

Newton Friends Meeting Records list the marriage of John Ladd to
Sarah Wood on 13 October 1685 and the house is thought to date from
about that year. Ladd was a member of the Council of Proprietors and
prominent in the affairs of the county, being among the first jurors
named in 1686.

A later owner of Ladd's Castle was John Ladd Howell, son of
Catherine Ladd Howell, and who in 1760 was one of "His Majesty's
Justices of the Peace in West Jersey." He soon became exceedingly
active in the interest of the Continental Army serving as Deputy
Commissary of Provisions to the 2nd Pennsylvania Battalion. During
the Revolutionary War General Varnum of the Continental Army was
headquartered here for a time.

It is a very early example of a vertically composed Philadelphia house
type. It has Flemish bond with glazed headers, which were particularly
favored in the earliest examples of southern New Jersey and south-
eastern Pennsylvania domestic brickwork. Its brickwork was undoubtedly
the prototype for many larger mid-eighteenth century houses in
Gloucester County and elsewhere,
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William:B. Bassett, architectural historian
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John M. Dickey, architect
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in the National Register and certify that it has been
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