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DESCRIBE THE PRESENTAND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Garrison School islocated within ablock of Franklin Park, the [arge"country
park" of A nsted s Boston system [ts |ot runs between Hutchi ngs and Brookl edge
Streets, twoattractive residential blocks typical of the area around Franklin Park.

The Garrison School was constructed i nfour building stages over aperiod of nineteen
years, but it was planned fromthe beginning for future expansion and forns a
coherent whole. It isatwo-story brick burlding, frontin? on acourtyard, with
an assenbly hall at anangle to the main conplex. Theroofs are pitched, with the
exception of the assenbly hall roof, which isflat. Theoriginal wng, theone
closest to HmHill Avenue, was built in1910. HMans publishedi nthe School house
Departnent Reports at that tine showsgace for an additional w n% parallel

to the first one, to be connected on the Brookl edge Street side by an assenbly
hall. Instead, an L-shaped wing was added t o the original block I n 1918 and

was extended i n 1929. The assenbly hall was built in 1922 andwas connectedt o

the mai n conpl ex by a one-story passage. The architects of the original bl ock,

the L-shaped wing andthe assenfcly hall were Louis Chapel |l Newhal | and Al bert

H Blevins. The 1929 extensionof the 1918 wing was designed by A J. Carpenter.

In massing, general conposition, fenestration andstylistic details, Newhall
and Bl evins were influenced by English Tudor protogypes, astyle viiich they

al so enpl oyed i nthe courtyard apartment buildings that they were designing in
the Boston area at the sane period. The courtyard elevations of theGarrison
School are by far the most interesting, with steep gables displaying cartouches,
Engl i sh nedi eval -type w ndows and buttress-like detailing onthe first story. A
J. Carpenter continuedthe san@ detailing onhis 1929 extension. There i s also
an octagonal tower, originally doned, onthe 1910w ng. The ot her el evations
are noreutilitarian with conventional, |arge-paned school w ndows. |nplan,
the Garrison School followed the then advanced "Gernan style" of school house
planning, with large classroons haAring anpl e Iight andventilation. The |arge
utilitarian wndows were onthe classroomsides of the building, while thesnall
"Tudor" ones face the corridors arid stairwells.

. Courtyard El evations
A Oiginal Wng (first building period: 1910)

The courtyard facade of the original wing of the Garrison School faces northeast
and i sasymetrical. The entrance bay i s stepped forwardsli*tly fromthe nain
bl ock of the building and has a gable with cartouche and, on the basenent and
first floor, twohuttress-like projections. The doors are reached by a double flight
of stairs runningparallel with thebuilding. There are also two basenent doors.
Qnh both the first and second floors, there are three w ndows under one Iintel,
whi ch has aTudor-type drip molding. The lights of the first-floor wndows ar e
four over six, those of the second-floor w ndow four over four. Tothe right

of the entrance bay i s anarrow bay with w ndows identical to those of the
entrance bay and a smal | er gable; to theleft is aconsiderably wder bay with
the sane w ndows and gabl e.



Form No 10-300a
(Hev 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
RECEIVED jAju 2 Q IQon

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES JN 2B 1980 AR | 5 1980
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED
CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 2

Projecting out tothe left fromthe entrance bay andits flanking bays i s a sectionof
the original wing containing the staircase and a classroom The bay containing the
staircase has a steep gable and w ndows with the sane detail as those just described,
except that the long staircase wndow (here two windows with onesill andlintel)is
four over four over eight. Belowit, between basenent and first floors, are two
smal | w ndows together. Belowthat isautilitarian basenent door. The bay containing
the classroomhas five conventional classroomw ndows on each floor (nine over nine).

B Short End of U (second building period: 1918)

The short elevation facing the courtyard has twosnall gables. Qn both the first .
and second floors, there are three wndows with onesill andlintel, againwith the drip
mol di ngs used on al | but the classroomw ndows in the Garrison School .

C Wng facing Original Wng (second and fourth building periods:
1918 and 1929)

The remaining courtyard el evation faces the original wing and consists of one section
fromthe second stage of construction with the extensionadded i nthe fourth stage.
The detailing isidentical with the other twoelevations. The arrangenent of the
facade i ssimlar tothe original w n?, except that the later wing i slonger andthere
are twoentrance bays, each with oneflight of stairs runningparallel tothe building.
There are mnor variations i nthe fenestration.

I, Rear and Bnd El evations NA

The rear elevations (DE andF) are all simlar. They are flat with continuous banks

of wndows (nine over nine) lighting the classroons. Elevation F also includes the

oct a%onal tower of the original wing, nowdirectly adjacent t o the passage | eading

to the assenbly hall. The end el evations facing Hutchings Street are, i nthe case of

the ori ?i nal wing (G, wndow ess except for the basenent and one narrow w ndow each

on the first andsecond floors and with twogables, each with cartouche; andin the

case of the 1929 extension (H), there are five of the classroomtype w ndows on each fl oor.

11, Assenbly Hall (I,J, Kand L)

The assenbly hall i s reached b%/ a short passage, which connects it with the classroom
wings. It has onestory plus basenent. The end faci nca; Brookl edge Street (I) has
four bays divided by buttress-1ike projections. The Tudor-style w ndows used onthe
courtyard el evations of the classroomw ngs are used here al so.
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V. Later Alterations e

The only si?nificant exterior alteration to the Garrison School has been the |oss
of the netal done onthe tower. Currently, the building is being renovated for
use as an apartment conplex, aparticularly appropriate adaptation, since, as
noted earlier, Newhall andBl evins were known for courtyard apartnent buildings.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Garrison School retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, work-
manshi p and associ ation. Constructed between 1910 and 1929, it is asignificant exanple
of thework of awell-known early twentieth century Boston architectural firm

Newhal | and Bl evins,and i s a good exanpl e of contenpory school planning philsophy.

Loui s Chapel | Newhal | opened an architectural firminBoston after his return from
Europe ona Rotch Travelling Fellowship in 1900. Hs partner, Albert H Blevins,
continued to practice after Newhall's death in 1925. Newhall and Bl evins designed
nany {)ubl ic andprivate buildings, including the East Boston Minicipal Gynmasi um and
the Tliird Congregational Church i n Canbridge. The work of the firmin Canbridge has
been docunent ed t horoughly by the Canbridge Historical Gonmssion andis featured
promnently i nthe Cormssion's publications. Newhall and Blevins were particularly
noted for the design of courtyardapartnent buildings;, in Canbridge they designed
10 Dana Street, 83 Brattle Street and Qe Véterhouse Street.

Between 1900 and the Geat Depression, Boston built an unprecedented nunier of school s
for its raP|dIy grow ng ﬁopulation of children. The construction of these buildings
and the selection of architects were sipervised by a Conmssion i n charge of the
School house Departrent. CF the three Conmssioners, at |east onewas usually a
promnent Boston architect. Several newschools were huilt each year, nany, |ike

the Garrison, planned for future expansion, and additions were built to existing
schools. Architectural standards were high, andthe best tyﬂes of interior plans of the
period were used. Boston's activity inschool building inthe first three decades of
the 20th century was paralleled el seahere inthe United States. That the Garrison
School was considered especially fine i s shown by the fact it was publishedin a
volune illiistrating grade schools fromall over the country.1 Wile early 20th-
century school s have not becone quite as rare as 19th-century ones, relatively

few out st andi ng ones survive. MNewconcepts of classroom space and use have nade t hem
obsol ete as school s, but they are excellent candidates for conversion to residential
use, afuture that isassured for the Garrison School .

AWIliam C Bruce, conpiler, Gade School Buildings (Mlwaukee: The Bruce Publishing
Gnpany 1914), Vol . |, 143.
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