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1. Name of Property 
historic name RnrHf lT i f l M e m o r i a l L i b r a r y 
other names/site number 

2. Location 
street & number }^ /^ot for publication 

city, town 
' ' ' • ^ 111 11—tj L Kiyi I , 

t t /^ icini ty 
state Mass 

I I U _ _ 

code 0^5 county P l y m o u t h code 023 zip code n 9 i 7 n 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
I I private 
[x~l public-local 
I I public-State ^ • 
I I public-Federal >' 

Category of Property 
n n building(s) 
I I district 
I I site ^ ' 
I I structure 
I I object ' ' • 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

/ 1 0 buildings 
sites 

0 t ' f structures 
objects 
Total 0 

Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 0 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National HIistoric Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of certifying official Date 

Executive D i r e c t o r o f Mass. H i s r n r i r a l Commission, State H i s t o r i c P re se ivaHon O f f i 
State or Federal agency and bureau i c e i 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

rTfentered in the National Register. 
\ O See continuation sheet, 

undetermined eligible for the National 
Register. See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register, 
n other, (explain:) 

tr-

nature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Rockland Memorial Library, Rockland MA 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

F.nilf^ATTnNr I .TRRARY F.nilCATION; LIBRARY 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Late 19th fi ?nth Century Revivals/ 
CI assi'ca 1 RpviAff̂ l 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation —grani te 
brick, terra cotta, granite 

slato, copper, terra cotta— 
other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Rockland Memorial Library stands on the west side of Union Street, 
Rockland's main commercial thoroughfare, south of Belmont Street. The stretch 
of Union Street which constitutes the town's commercial center (between Water 
Street and North Street) is a scattered collection of commercial buildings, 
many of which are converted nineteenth century residential buildings or 

century construction. Although there are other historic 
the immediate vicinity, a cohesive district does not survive, 
streets surrounding the commercial center are residential in 

character, comprised primarily of late-nineteenth and early twentieth century 
buildings of moderate style. 

mid-twentieth 
properties in 
The secondary 

Occupying approximately one quarter of its westward sloping lot, the building 
rises one story above a raised basement (fully exposed at the rear). 
Constructed of red brick laid in stretch bond and trimmed with buff-color 
terra cotta, the building was designed in a cross-shaped plan composed around 
a central rotunda, which is flanked by the library's two main reading rooms on 
the interior. Above the basement a wide terra cotta water table circumscribes 
the building. Terra cotta was also used for the building's heavy quoins, 
pilasters, and window and door surrounds. The library rises one full story to 
a Classical cornice of metal which includes an architrave, frieze, and 
modillions. The building is enclosed by a modified hipped roof interrupted by 
the central rotunda which is topped by a copper roof. 

The facade (east elevation) is symmetrically organized and comprises a central 
projecting pavilion flanked by two short wings. At the f i rst story, the 
pavilion possesses a large center entry reached by broad granite steps. 
Surrounding the entry is a Classical enframement consisting of Ionic columns 
and pilasters supporting a wide entablature, all materials are terra cotta. 
The pavilion is crowned by a wide pediment, also trimmed with the Classical 
cornice, above which a brick parapet is decorated with anthemion motifs. A • 
terra cotta medallion containing the town seal is set within the pediment. 

Flanking the pavilion, two three-pane windows light the basement, while the 
f i rst story is l i t by two tripartite double-hung windows, each with a 
three-pane transom and 1/1 sash. 

Fxl See continuation sheet 
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Archeological Statement 

No prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the library parcel or in the 
town of Rockland. The lack or sites likely results from underreporting, more 
sites probably exist. In general, however, the potential for prehistoric 
sites seems low as a result of the small size of the parcel. Impacts from 
early 20th century library construction and overall development of the area. 

- ! 



Rockland Memorial Library, Rockland, MA 

8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

, .- nationally I I statewide [x l locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [y~lA I I B [X~IC I I D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) QA [IHB ^C • £ ^F ,. ^ • \ 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

Architecture 1901- 1938 
Education 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
M / A ,. M r T . P a n f . W r l g h r ( R n g f n n ) 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Rockland Memorial Library possesses integrity of location, design, 
setting, materials, and association with the development of Rockland, 
previously part of Abington, as an Independent town. Constructed with a grant 
from the Carnegie Corporation, the library is one of the most significant 
architectural monuments in the town, retaining all of its major architectural 
elements on both the interior and exterior. The Rockland Memorial Library is 
of local significance and meets Criteria A and C for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

Rockland is a town occupying about ten square miles, located approximately 
twenty miles southeast of Boston. Prior to 1874, Rockland formed the east * 
Ward of the town of Abington and was commonly known as East Abington. Settled • 
in the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, the area was 
attractive forthe shoe manufacturing industry, which first appeared in 
Rockland during the late eighteenth century and became the focus of the 
community's economy by the mid-nineteenth century. ' 

• • 1. • • • • j ^ i i ' 

Rockland was incorporated in 1874 as the result of a dispute over the 
' construction of an expensive school building in Abington Center in 1871 and i 

the belief that East Abington could develop into a more successful Industrial 
community if separated from Abington. The late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries saw the continued dominance of the shoe Industry with fewer, but 
larger, manufacturers and an Increase in related Industries such as the 
Thompson Shoe Shine Factory and S. E. Packard & Sons paper box factory. 
Rockland's most prosperous period included the years leading up to and 
Including World War I. The subsequent years of the Great Depression resulted 
in the decline of the local shoe industry. 

In the 1870s and 1880s, before the construction of public library buildings 
became common practice, most New England towns established small lending 

Cx] See continuation sheet 
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I I See continuation sheet 
Previous documentation on file (NPS): ,,, 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data: 

has been requested State historic preservation office 
I I previously listed in the National Register O Other State agency 
CU previously determined eligible by the National Register I I Federal agency y-i^fc:- .-> 
I I designated a National Historic Landmark I I Local government 
I I recorded bv Historic American Buildings I I University ^ ^. , 

Survey* I I Other r 
C J recorded by Historic American Engineering . , . Specify repository: 

Record # " Mass. H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property l e s s t h a n . 5 A c r e 

UTM References USGS Quad: 1 : 2 5 . 0 0 0 s c a l e Weymouth. MA 
A e_JLI P I I I 5i 2, 01 ^ 6 I 6i 61 7i 6i ol B L _ U I I i I i i I I i I i I i i 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c L ^ l l l l l l l I I I I I I I I D L ^ l l l l l l l l l l l l l l 

I I See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Begining at a point on the southwest corner of Uniion and Belmont Streets, running 
west approximately 219 feet, then south approximately 95 feet, then east approximately 
219 feet to Union Street, then north approximately 92 feet to begining. 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification . ., _ ^ 

The boundary includes the h i s t o r i c and present property of the l i b r a r y . , ! 

1' ':' I I See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Chr i s t ine Scott Beard, Pres . con.sulranr With Bptsy Friedberg. NR Director , MHC 
organization Mass . H i s t o r i c a l Cnimni•«;sir^n date A p r i l , 1988 
street & number 80 B o y l s t o n S t . telephone 617 727 8470 
city or town B o s t o n state MA z'P code 0 2 1 I 6 
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l ibrar ies in town residences or the Town Hal l . The l ibrary Association of 
Rockland (formely East Abington) was established in 1833; i t s f i r s t repository 
was at the house of Isaiah Jenkins J r . , 64 Union Street. The collection was 
kept in a red locker-type box bu i l t by cooper Charles Lane. The l ibrary 
remained a cooperative organization, to which members paid dues and a nominal 
rental fee for the use of the books, unt i l the town took i t over in 1878 in 
order to create a public l ib rary . By 1884, l ibrar ian Amelia Poole had charge 
of 5,000 volumes; this number Increased to 10,006 by 1902 at which time Angela 
Collins was the l ib rar ian . In the 1880s the l ibrary was located in the 
Underwood Building, on the corner of Union and Church Streets, which also 
housed the town of f ices. In 1890 the Underwood building was destroyed by 
f i r e , those books that could be salvaged were temporarily stored in the barn 
of Gideon Studley further north on Union Street. 

I t was decided to combine a memorial for Rockland's soldiers with a public 
l ib rary . In 1887 the G.A.R. and the Women's Relief Corps joined with the town 
representatives with the goal of constructing Rockland's f i r s t public 
l ib rary . For over a decade money was raised by the sale of cookbooks and a 
l ibrary fund of $500 was appropriated by the town to finance the col lect ion. 
Funds needed to construct the l ibrary were f ina l l y obtained in 1902 after 
Angela Collins encouraged l ibrary trustee, T. P. Farr, to request assistance 
from Andrew Carnegie, who had been responsible for the construction of 
approximately 1,000 l ibrar ies by that time. 

Several years ear l ier Andrew Carnegie had established and funded the Carnegie 
Corporation for the purpose of granting funds to towns for the construction of 
public l ib rar ies . As a young man Carnegie was strongly Influenced by Colonel 
James Anderson of Allegheny, who in the 1850s opened his own l ibrary to the 
working boys of the town so that they might also be provided with the 
opporunity to learn. Carnegie later expressed his philosophy as follows: 
"the main consideration should be to help those who wi l l help themselves; to 
provide part of the means by which those who desire to improve may do so; to 
give those who desire to rise the aids by which they may r ise; to assist, but 
rarely or never do a l l . Neither the individual nor the race is improved by 
almsgiving. Those worthy of assistance, except in rare cases, seldom require 
assistance". 

Any town requesting a grant from the Carnegie Corporation was carefully 
scrutinized, the amount given to a town was based on two factors: the 
population which is to pay the tax to carry the l ibrary and a specified 

Continued 



OUB Aeenm No. m^ooii 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

o 4. , _ Rockland Memorial Library 

Section number—a_ Page _2 Rockland, MA 

minimun revenue from the tax. The amount of the grant was Intended to cover 
construction costs in order to produce a complete building, ready for use, 
with "indispensible furniture and fixture", including architect's fees. Any 
community accepting the grant for a library was responsible for acquiring the 
site and an annual maintenance fund of a least 10% of the grant amount. The 
Carnegie corporation sent each library committee a suggestive memorandum 
called "Notes on the Erection of Library Buildings" [sic] which provided 
guidelines for constructing their library. Included in the memorandum were 
six building designs which had been found to be satisfactory or library 
needs. Further, it recommended that the building's main floor should contain 
the book stacks, main desk, and reading rooms, while the basement should house 
a lecture room, conveniences, and mechanical rooms. Architects were hired to 
adapt the general plans to fit the site and needs of the community and design 
the exterior details. 

Rockland's library was constructed on land purchased from the estate of Gideon 
Studley who was a paper box manufacturer in Rockland. In 1902 the library 
trustees received a grant of $12,500 from Carnegie which was matched by the 
town. Library trustees at the time were H. B. Loud, Lorenzo D. Perkins, Sarah 
A. Donhamm, T. P. Farr, J. A. Torrey, Edwin Mulready, C. A. Townsend, A. W. 
Perry, and Henry B. Fuller. 

The architects chosen for the project were McLean an Wright of Boston. 
William H. McLean (1870-1942) worked in New England form about 1901 until 
1938. Following his association with Albert Hayden Wright (1902-1911), McLean 
formed a partnership with Henry McLean which continued until 1917. After 
1917, William McLean worked Independently until 1938. Among the various 
buildings he designed are the High School in Provincetown, Bellows Free 
Academy in St. Albans, Vermont and the Public Library in Attleboro, 
Massachusetts. Little is known of Albert Wright except that he practiced 
architecture in New England from 1900 to 1911. 

The library that was constructed for Rockland is the finest architectural 
monument in the town. Built in 1903, the Classical Revival style building has 
been been altered very little since its original design Including its large 
central dome, terra cotta quoins, pilasters, columns 4 surrounds, and interior 
plan and detailing which consist of a central rotunda containing eight marble 
columns of light-colored Sienna marble, flanking the rotunda are reading rooms 
with Classical style mantelpieces of oak. 

The building continues to be used as the town's public library. 
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February 2, l 989 

Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
P .o. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you will find the following nomination forms: 

The Rockland High School, Rockland, MA 
The Rockland Trust Company, Rockland, MA 
Lower Union Street, Historic District, Rockland, MA 
The Phoenix Building, Rockland, MA 
The Rockland Memorial Library, Rockland, MA 
The Pond Hill School, Wellfleet, MA 

All have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed by 
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending 
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were 
afforded the opportunity to contnent. Contnents received to date are attached 
to the nomination forms. 

Sincerely, 

f~·f0 }-f- J/l·Udfi(A_P 
Betsy F?i edberg ,":)" 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Enclosure: 

BF /di 

Massachusetts Histo ri cal Commiss io n, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State H istoric Preservation Officer 
80 Boylsto n Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michae l]. Conno ll y, Secretary 


