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1. Name of Property

historic name RnrHfITifl Memorial Library
other names/site number

2. Location

street & number }~ "ot for publication
city, town Cotmomm et tt/Nicinity
state Mass code 075 county  Plymouth code 023 zip code n9i7n

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
| | private nn building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[x~I public-local | |district / 1 0 buildings
| | public-State Ne | |dte A stes
| | public-Federal >' | Istructure ot f structures

| | object e objects

0 Totd

Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously

listed in the National Register
4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Hlistoric Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official Date

Executive Director of Mass. Hisrnriral Commission, State Historic PreseivaHon Offi
Sae o Fedad agancy ad buresu e

ei
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
rTfentered in the National Register.
\ O See continuation sheet,
undetermined eligible for the National tr-
Register. See continuation sheet.
| ldetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

I I removed from the National Register,
n other, (explain:)

nature of the Keeper Date of Action



Rockl and Menorial Library, Rockland M\
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

F.nif*"ATTnNr |.TRRARY F.niICATION; LIBRARY

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation —gr anite

brick, terra cotta, granite
Late 19th fi ?nth Century Revivals/

G assi'ca 1 RwiAfH slato, copper, terra cotta—

ot her

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Rockland Memorial Library stands on the west side of Union Street,
Rockland's main commercial thoroughfare, south of Belmont Street. The stretch
of Union Street which constitutes the town's commercial center (between Water
Street and North Street) is a scattered collection of commercial buildings,
many of which are converted nineteenth century residential buildings or
mid-twentieth century construction. Although there are other historic
properties in the immediate vicinity, a cohesive district does not survive,
The secondary streets surrounding the commercial center are residential in
character, comprised primarily of late-nineteenth and early twentieth century
buildings of moderate style.

Occupying approximately one quarter of its westward sloping lot, the building
rises one story above a raised basement (fully exposed at the rear).
Constructed of red brick laid in stretch bond and trimmed with buff-color
terra cotta, the building was designed in a cross-shaped plan composed around
a central rotunda, which is flanked by the library's two main reading rooms on
the interior. Above the basement a wide terra cotta water table circumscribes
the building. Terra cotta was also used for the building's heavy quoins,
pilasters, and window and door surrounds. The library rises one full story to
a Classical cornice of metal which includes an architrave, frieze, and
modillions. The building is enclosed by a modified hipped roof interrupted by
the central rotunda which is topped by a copper roof.

The facade (east elevation) is symmetrically organized and comprises a central
projecting pavilion flanked by two short wings. At the first story, the
pavilion possesses a large center entry reached by broad granite steps.
Surrounding the entry is a Classical enframement consisting of lonic columns
and pilasters supporting a wide entablature, all materials are terra cotta.
The pavilion is crowned by a wide pediment, also trimmed with the Classical
cornice, above which a brick parapet is decorated with anthemion motifs. A
terra cotta medallion containing the town seal is set within the pediment.

Flanking the pavilion, two three-pane windows light the basement, while the
first story is lit by two tripartite double-hung windows, each with a
three-pane transom and 1/1 sash.

Fx| See continuation sheet
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Archeol ogi cal S at enent

N prehistoric sites are currently recorded onthe library parcel or in the
tomn of Rockland. The lack or sites likely results fromunderreporting, nare
sites probably exist. In general, however, the potential for prehistoric
sites seens lowas aresult of thesnall size of theparcel. Inpacts from
early 20th century library construction and overall devel opnent of the area.



Rockl and Menorial Library, Rockland, M

8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

nationally | | statewide [xI locally
Applicable National Register Criteria [y~IA | IB [X~IC | ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) QA [HB ~C £ F . A o\
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1901- 1938
Education
Cultural Affiliation
N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
M/A .. MrT.Pan f. Wrlghr (Rngfnn)

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Rockland Menorial Library possesses integrity of |ocation, design,

setting, materials, and association wth the devel opnent of Rockl and,

Prew ously part of Abington, as an Independent town. onstructedwth a grant
rom the Garnegi e CorPoratlon, thelibrary i sone of the nmst significant
architectural [s inthetown, retaining all of its naor architectural
el enents on both theinterior and exterior. Fockl and Mnaria Libraryis
of local significance and neets Criteria Aand Cfor listing on the National
Regi ster of Hstoric Places.

Rockl and i s a town occupyi ng about ten square mles, |ocated approxi nately
tventy mles southeast of Boston. Prior to 1874, Rockland forned the east *
Verd of thetom of Aington and was commanl y knom as East Avington. Settled o
in the |ate seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, the areavas
attractive forthe shoe nanufacturing industry, wiich first appeared in
Rockl and during thelate eighteenth century and becane the focus of the
conmuni ty' s econony by the md-nineteenth century. '
. . 1 o o o o jr

Rockl and vas incorporatedin 1874 as theresult of a dispute over the _
construction of an e%ena ve school building inAington Center in 1871 and |
the belief that East Abington coul d devel op 1nto a nare successful Industrial
conmuni ty if separated from Abington. The late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries sawthe conti nued dommnance of the shoe Industry wth fewer, but
| arger, manufacturers and an Increase in related Industries such as the

Soe Sine Factory add S E Packard & Sons loaper box factory.
Fockl and' s nwst %os?erous period included the years leading up to and
I'ncl uding Vil d . The subseguent years of the Geat Depression resulted
in the decline of thelocal shoe industry.

In the 1870s and 1880s, before the construction of \oublic Iibrar?/ bui | di ngs
becane canan practice, nest Nw England towns establ i shed small [ending

CX] See continuation sheet



9 Milor Bbliographical References
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of Architectual Records, Canbridge, Mx 1984,
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| |1See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

| Ipreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested State historic preservation office

| Ipreviously listed in the National Register O Other State agency

CU previously determined eligible by the National Register | |Federal agency y-irfc:- >

| Idesignated a National Historic Landmark I ILocal government

| Irecorded bv Historic American Buildings I I'University N, ,
Survey* | | Other r

CJ recorded by Historic American Engineering oy Specify repository:

Record # " Mass. Historical Commission

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property less than .5 Acre

UTM References USGS Quad: 1:25.000 scale Weymouth. MA

A e JLI P I Il 512,01 ~ 6 |6i 617 6i ol BL_U @ I i @i i 11 i 1 il idi
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
o R I R I I e e DL~ [T 1111 .

| | See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

Begining at a point on thesouthwest corner of Uniion and Bel nont Streets, running
west approximately 219 feet, then south approximately 95 feet, then east approximtely
219 feet toUnion Street, then north approximtely 92 feet t obegining.

| |See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification . A

The boundary includes thehistoric and present property of thelibrary. !

| | See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Christine Scott Beard, Pres. con.sulranr With Bptsy Friedberg. NR Director, MHC
organization Mass. Historical Cnimnies;sir*n date April, 1988

street & number 80 Boylston St. telephone 617 727 8470

city or town Boston state MA ZP code 02116
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Section number — a — Page _k Rockland, MA

libraries in town residences or the Tom Hall. The library Association of
Rockland (formely East Abington) was established in 1833; its first repository
was at the house of Isaiah Jenkins Jr., 64 Union Street. The collection was
kept in a red locker-type box built by cooper Charles Lane. The library
remained a cooperative organization, to which members paid dues and a nominal
rental fee for the use of the books, until the town took it over in 1878 in
order to create a public library. By 1884, librarian Amelia Poole had charge
of 5,000 volumes; this number Increased to 10,006 by 1902 at which time Angela
Collins was the librarian. In the 1880s the library was located in the
Underwood Building, on the corner of Union and Church Streets, which also
housed the town offices. In 1890 the Underwood building was destroyed by
fire, those books that could be salvaged were temporarily stored in the barn
of Gideon Studley further north on Union Street.

It was decided to combine a memorial for Rockland's soldiers with a public
library. In 1887 the G.A.R. and the Womens Relief Corps joined with the town
representatives with the goal of constructing Rockland's first public

library. For over a decade money was raised by the sale of cookbooks and a
library fund of $500 was appropriated by the town to finance the collection.
Funds needed to construct the library were finally obtained in 1902 after
Angela Collins encouraged library trustee, T. P. Farr, to request assistance
from Andrew Carnegie, who had been responsible for the construction of
approximately 1,000 libraries by that time.

Several years earlier Andrew Carnegie had established and funded the Carnegie
Corporation for the purpose of granting funds to towns for the construction of
public libraries. As ayoung man Carnegie was strongly Influenced by Colonel
James Anderson of Allegheny, who in the 1850s opened his own library to the
working boys of the town so that they might also be provided with the
opporunity to learn. Carnegie later expressed his philosophy as follows:

"the main consideration should be to help those who will help themselves; to
provide part of the means by which those who desire to improve may do so; to
give those who desire to rise the aids by which they may rise; to assist, but

rarely or never do all. Neither the individual nor the race is improved by
almsgiving. Those worthy of assistance, except in rare cases, seldom require
assistance".

Any town requesting a grant from the Carnegie Corporation was carefully
scrutinized, the amount given to a town was based on two factors: the
population which is to pay the tax to carry the library and a specified

Continued
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nni non revenue fromthe tax. The anout of the grant was Intended to cover
construction costs in order to produce a conpl ete buil di nﬂ, ready for use,
wth "indispensible furniture and fixture", including architect's fees. Awy
conmuni ty accepting the grant for a library vas responsiblefor acquiri n%;htahe
site and an annual nai ntenance fund of aleast 10%of the grant anount.

CGarnegi e corporation sent each |ibrary conmittee a suggestive nenarandum
called "Notes onthe Erection of Library Buildings" [sml whi ch provi ded

gui del ines for constructing their library. Included in the nenarandum vere
six building designs wich had been found to besatisfactory or library
needs. Further, it reconmended that the building' s nain floor shouldcontain
the book stacks, nain desk, and reading roons, while the basenent shoul d house
a lecture room conveni ences, and nechanical roons. Architects were hired to
adapt the general plans to fit the site and needs of the conmunity and design
the exterior details.

Rockland's library was constructed onland purchased fromthe estate of Gdeon
Sud ey wowas apaper box manufacturer in Rockland.  In 1902 the library
trustees received a grant of $12, 500 fromCarnegie wich was natched by the
tom. Library trustees at the tine were H B Loud, Lorenzo D Perkins, Sarah
A Dmham T P Farr, J. A Torrey, BE0wn Milready, C A Towsend, A W
Perry, and Hery B Ful ler.

The architects chosen for the project were MlLean an Wight of Boston.
WiliamH MlLean (1870-1942) worked in MwEngland formabout 1901 until
1938. Follow ng his association wth A bert Hyden Wight (1902-1911), MlLean
forned a,oartnershlpwth Hery MLean which continued until 1917. ter

1917, WIliamMLean worked Independently until 1938. the vari ous
bui | di ngs he desi %ned are the Hgh Shod in Provincetown, Bellows Free
ans, \ernont and the Public Library in Atleboro,

Acaobng inSt. A
Massachusetts. Little i s knomof Abert Wight except that he practiced
architecture in MwEwland from1900 to 1911

The library that was constructed for Rockland isthe finest architectural
norunert inthe toan. Built in 1903, the Gassical Revival style building has
been been altered very little since its original design Includingits large
central done, terra cotta quoins, pilasters, columms 4 surrounds, and interior
plan and detailing wiich consist of acentral rotunda containingeight narble
colunms of |ight-colored Senna narble, flanking the rotunda are readi ng roons
wth Oassical style nantel pieces of oak.

Tre building continues to beused as the tom's public |ibrary.
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