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historic name Holy Guardian Angels Church and Cemetery Historic District
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Ownership of Property
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□ object
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Historic Functions
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RELIGION/Reliaious Facility 

FUNERARY/Cemetery____________
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Architectural Classification
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LATE VICTORIAN/GOTHIC

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) 
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Church Description

General Description

At the comer of 245*^ Street (County E46) and Jade Avenue. Holy Guardian Angels 
Church dominates the village of Roselle, which extends one-eighth mile in each direction 
from the main intersection. Today, there are seventy people living here in thirty 
households. Surrounding the village is the fertile farmland German immigrants were 
seeking when they settled here over 120 years ago.

Since 1904, the 145 foot steeple of Holy Guardian Angels Church has been a landmark to 
people for miles around. The bells that once called the people to the Angelus prayer three 
times a day now mark the quarter hours from the clock made by A. E. Polleans of St. 
Louis, Missouri located on four sides of the tower.

Exterior

The church measuring 50 feet by 116 feet protrudes a slight 21” on each side of the 
transept to create a subtle cross outline. Approaching the church, on a slight rise from the 
street are steps ascending to the west facing main entrance, which is in the tower. Doors 
on each side of the tower give symmetry to the entrance. To the right is the cornerstone 
mscnbed with Heilige Schutzengels Kirche, which is German for Holy Guardian Angels, 
a testimony to the German ancestiy of the area.

The Indiana limestone foundation, visible on the outside is an extension of the limestone 
blocks that make up the walls and pillar foundations in the basement to create a solid base 
for the building. The red brick on the outside is accented with limestone trim on the 
window, buttresses and gables around the building. Windows of Gothic arched lintels 
alternate with buttresses that rise to meet the steep gabled roof. Between the windows 
and roof is a dentilated trim.
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Carroll County, Iowa 

At the comer of 245th Street (County E46) and Jade A venue, Holy Guardian Angels 
Church dominates the village of Roselle, which extends one-eighth mile in each direction 
from the main intersection. Today, there are seventy people living here in thirty 
households. Surrounding the village is the fertile farmland German immigrants were 
seeking when they settled here over 120 years ago. 

Since 1904, the 145 foot steeple of Holy Guardian Angels Church has been a landmark to 
people for miles around. The bells that once calied the people to the Angelus prayer three 
times a day now mark the quarter hours from the clock made by A. E. Polleans of St. 
Louis, Missouri located on four sides of the tower. 

Exterior 

The church measuring 50 feet by 116 feet protrudes a slight 21" on each side of the 
transept to create a subtle cross outline. Approaching the church, on a slight rise from the 
street are steps ascending to the west facing main entrance, which is in the tower. Doors 
on each side of the tower give symmetry to the entrance. To the right is the cornerstone 
inscribed with Heilige Schutzengels Kirche, which is German for Holy Guardian Angels, 
a testimony to the German ancestry of the area. 

The Indiana limestone foundation, visible on the outside is an extension of the limestone 
blocks that make up the walls and pillar foundations in the basement to create a solid base 
for the building. The red brick on the outside is accented with limestone trim on the 
window, buttresses and gables around the building. Windows of Gothic arched lintels 
alternate with buttresses that rise to meet the steep gabled roof. Between the windows 
and roof is a dentilated trim. 
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Interior

Upon entering the church through the vestibule in the tower, one is reminded that this is 
the church of angels with a stained glass window above the door of an angel watching 
over children. Ropes for the bells hang down into the vestibule. The entrance to the left 
has access to the choir loft with the original narrow winding stairway.

Progressing into the church proper, the distinctive Gothic architecture is evident 
throughout from the vaulted ceiling that soars thirty-seven feet above the floor and the 
shape of the stained glass windows to the altars that exemplify the Gothic style.

The soft white altars trimmed with gold leaf are lavishly adorned with statues of saints 
and angels including: St. Anthony of Padua, St. Nicholas, a Guardian Angel, St. Blaise, 
and St Aloysius Gonzaga. Angels guard the tabernacle and hold lamps on either side of 
the altar. Behind the main altar on the sanctuary wall are two original murals painted on 
canvas depicting the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into Heaven and the 
Ascension of Jesus Christ into Heaven. Four other canvas medallions in the Sanctuary 
portray the four Evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. These were originally on 
the ceiling of the first church.

The sacristy rooms which flank both sides of the sanctuary have the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary above the left door and the Sacred Heart of Jesus above the right. These rooms 
used for vestment and other ecclesiastical accouterments have some of the original 
storage closets and doors to the outside.

The Blessed Virgin Mary Altar is dominated by a statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary with 
statues of St. Theresa of Avila and St. Agnes on either side. In the base of the altar is the 
Annunciation in bas-relief.

The St. Joseph Altar is dominated by St. Joseph with St. Isadore and St. Paschal Baylon 
on either side. In the base of the altar is the death of St. Joseph with Jesus and Mary by 
his side depicted in bas-relief.

NPS Form 10-900a 
(Aug. 2002) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number _..:.7_ Page---2-

Holy Guardian Angels Church 

Interior 

0MB Approval No. 1024--0018 
(Expires Jan. 2005) 

Carroll County, Iowa 

Upon entering the church through the vestibule in the tower, one is reminded that this is 
the church of angels with a stained glass window above the door of an angel watching 
over children. Ropes for the bells hang down into the vestibule. The entrance to the left 
has access to the choir loft with the original narrow winding stairway. 

Progressing into the church proper, the distinctive Gothic architecture is evident 
throughout from the vaulted ceiling that soars thirty-seven feet above the floor and the 
shape of the stained glass windows to the altars that exemplify the Gothic style. 

The soft white altars trimmed with gold leaf are Javishly adorned with statues of saints 
and angels including: St. Anthony of Padua, St. Nicholas, a Guardian Angel, St. Blaise, 
and St Aloysius Gonzaga. Angels guard the tabernacle and hold lamps on either side of 
the altar. Behind the main altar on the sanctuary wall are two original murals painted on 
canvas depicting the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into Heaven and the 
Ascension of Jesus Christ into Heaven. Four other canvas medallions in the Sanctuary 
portray the four Evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. These were originally on 
the ceiling of the first church. 

The sacristy rooms which flank both sides of the sanctuary have the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary above the left door and the Sacred Heart of Jesus above the right. These rooms 
used for vestment and other ecclesiastical accouterments have some of the original 
storage closets and doors to the outside. 

The Blessed Virgin Mary Altar is dominated by a statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary with 
statues of St. Theresa of Avila and St. Agnes on either side. In the base of the altar is the 
Annunciation in bas-relief. 

The St. Joseph Altar is dominated by St. Joseph with St. Isadore and St. Paschal Baylon 
on either side. In the base of the altar is the death of St. Joseph with Jesus and Mary by 
his side depicted in bas-relief. 
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Other statues throughout the church include St Margaret Mary Alacoque with the Sacred 
Heart, Michael the Archangel, St. Theresa of Lisieux, the Infant of Prague, the Pieta, and 
a large Crucifix.

The transept is donunated by two 10 by 18 foot windows brought from Germany. The 
window on the left is devoted to the Rosary while the right window is of St. Boniface 
converting the pagans. The Rosary window was donated by the Rosary Sodality and the 
St. Boniface window was donated by the St. Boniface Society. The remainder of the 
windows in the church are of saints and ecclesiastical symbols. In the sanctuary are 
windows on either side with angels holding banners. One banner proclaims “Lauda mus 
tewhich translates to “We praise you”. The other window’s banner says “Benedictimus 
te wMch translates to “We bless you”. On the Blessed Virgin side is a window 
depicting a young woman being released from Purgatory through the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. The original canvas medallion above this window is of the pelican 
feeding her young a symbol of sacrifice. Opposite this window on St. Joseph’s side is St. 
Elizabeth of Hungary noted for her charity. The original canvas medallion above this 
window is a lamb resting on the Book of Life of the Seven Seals from Revelation 5:1.

The rest of the windows on the Blessed Virgin Mary side depict ecclesiastical symbols 
including: a Chalice and grapes representing the
Eucharist; a pelican feeding her young a symbol of sacrifice; a cross and anchor, a 
symbol of faith and hope; a cross with the Latin “In Hoc Signo Vinces" which means “In 
this sign you shall conquer”; and a cross with the letters F. H. C. which represent Faith 
Hope and Charity.

pie original canvas medallions above these windows include: the monstrance with I. H.
S. inscnbed on it used in processions adoring the Eucharist. I. H. S. means Jesus Savior 
of Men. The next original canvas medallion is of palms, a symbol of victory, a crown an 
emblem of victory and a star an emblem of the Epiphany. The final original canvas 
medallion on this side is of the miter worn by popes, cardinals and bishops with a papal 
cross and a crosier crossed in front.
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Other statues throughout the church include St. Margaret Mary Alacoque with the Sacred Heart, Michael the Archangel, St. Theresa of Lisieux, the Inf ant of Prague, the Pieta, and 
a large Crucifix. 

The transept is dominated by two 10 by 18 foot windows brought from Germany. The 
window on the left is devoted to the Rosary while the right window is of St. Boniface 
converting the pagans. The Rosary window was donated by the Rosary Sodality and the St. Boniface window was donated by the St. Boniface Society. The remainder of the 
windows in the church are of saints and ecclesiastical symbols. In the sanctuary are 
windows on either side with angels holding banners. One banner proclaims "Laud.a mus te" which translates to "We praise you". The other window's banner says "Benedictimus te" which translates to "We bless you". On the Blessed Virgin side is a window 
depicting a young woman being released from Purgatory through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The original canvas medallion above this window is of the pelican feeding her young a symbol of sacrifice. Opposite this window on St. Joseph's side is St. Elizabeth of Hungary noted for her charity. The original canvas medallion above this 
window is a lamb resting on the Book of Life of the Seven Seals from Revelation 5: 1. 

The rest of the windows on the Blessed Virgin Mary side depict ecclesiastical symbols including: a Chalice and grapes representing the 
Eucharist; a pelican feeding her young a symbol of sacrifice; a cross and anchor, a 
symbol of faith and hope; a cross with the Latin "In Hoc Signo Vinces" which means "In this sign you shall conquer"; and a cross with the letters F. H. C. which represent Faith, Hope and Charity. 

The original canvas medallions above these windows include: the monstrance with I. H. S. inscribed on it used in processions adoring the Eucharist. I. H. S. means Jesus Savior 
of Men. The next original canvas medallion is of palms, a symbol of victory, a crown an 
emblem of victory and a star an emblem of the Epiphany. The final original canvas 
medallion on this side is of the miter worn by popes, cardinals and bishops with a papal cross and a crosier crossed in front. 
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On St. Joseph’s side the windows include: a monstrance with I.H.S. which is used in 
processions adonng the Eucharist and the letters I.H.S. are Jesus Savior of Men. The 
nght panel of this window is of wheat symbolizing an element of the Eucharist. The next 
window of a cross, shroud and crown of thorns which are elements of Jesus Christ’s 
crucifixion. The standing lamb in the other panel of this window represents the 
victonous Christ The next window is of symbols of Christ’s suffering in the crucifixion 
with the sponge, hammer, sword, spear, nails and pliers and the left panel is a cross and 
crown a reminder of the reward of the faithful.

The original canvas medallions above these windows include: a chalice and Host with 
I.H.S. on It resting on a book, elements of the Eucharist The next original canvas 
medallion is of instoiments of Jesus Christ’s suffering in the crucifixion of a crown of 
thorns and three nails, and the final original canvas medallion is the symbols of the Pope 
- the tiara of three coronets and the keys of St. Peter and a stole.

Portions of the Communion rail of oak and imitation onyx frame each side of the 
Sancmary with an angel positioned on each end. The baptismal font is of oak with gold 
tnm in the Gothic design and original to the church.

The Stations of the Cross that are arrayed around the church are painted on canvas that 
are original to the church.

The stenciled pipes of the original organ are in place in the choir loft, but the organ has 
been replaced. An original canvas medallion of St. Cecilia, patroness of musicians is 
above the organ pipes.

Angels are evident throughout the church: as statues, holding holy water fonts, in the 
windows, and holding lights. A reported 26, are a reminder to worshippers that the 
church was named for Angels.

THie mosaic border encircling the church has many ecclesiastical symbols embedded in 
the designs. Included are: I.H.S which is Jesus Savior of Men, PX are the Greek letters
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On St. Joseph's side the windows include: a monstrance with I.H.S. which is used in 
processions adoring the Eucharist and the letters I.H.S. are Jesus Savior of Men. The 
right panel of this window is of wheat symbolizing an element of the Eucharist. The next window of a cross, shroud and crown of thorns which are elements of Jesus Christ's 
crucifixion. The standing lamb in the other panel of this window represents the 
victorious Christ The next window is of symbols of Christ's suffering in the crucifixion 
with the sponge, hammer, sword, spear, nails and pliers and the left panel is a cross and crown a reminder of the reward of the faithful. 

The original canvas medallions above these windows include: a chalice and Host with 
I.H.S. on it resting on a book, elements of the Eucharist The next original canvas 
medallion is of instruments of Jesus Christ's suffering in the crucifixion of a crown of thorns and three nails, and the final original canvas medallion is the symbols of the Pope 
- the tiara of three coronets and the keys of St. Peter and a stole. 

Portions of the Communion rail of oak and imitation onyx frame each side of the 
Sanctuary with an angel positioned on each end. The baptismal font is of oak with gold trim in the Gothic design and original to the church. 

The Stations of the Cross· that are arrayed around the church are painted on canvas that 
are original to the church. 

The stenciled pipes of the original organ are in place in the choir loft, but the organ has 
been replaced. An original canvas medallion of St. Cecilia, patroness of musicians is 
above the organ pipes. 

Angels are evident throughout the church: as statues, holding holy water fonts, in the 
windows, and holding lights. A reported 26, are a reminder to worshippers that the 
church was named for Angels. 

The mosaic border encircling the church has many ecclesiastical symbols embedded in 
the designs. Included are: I.H.S which is Jesus Savior of Men, PX are the Greek letters 
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of chi rho the first two letters of the Greek Christos, a popular acronym for Lord. Alpha 
and Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet signifying that Jesus Christ 
is the beginning and the end.

A large border of Gothic design forms the large arch at the front of the Sanctuary. 
Included are SJ for St. Joseph, AM for Ave Maria, the Greek letters Alpha and Omega - 
Christ as the beginning and the end, I.H.S. Jesus Savior of Men; INRI, Jesus of 
Nazareth,King of the Jews; and PX the Greek letters chi rho, the first two letters of the 
Greek word for Christ.

A unique feature of the church is a catwalk that runs the length of the church above the 
ceiling. It is used to gain access to maintenance needs such as electrical wiring and to 
service the sanctuary light, which can be pulled up through the ceiling.

The original confessional is at the back of the church, however, it is no longer used since 
Vatican II, in the early 1960’s.

The church seats three hundred and sixty worshippers.

Outside

Arrayed around the church outside are evergreen and deciduous trees. There is a parking 
lot to the north of the church with a small maintenance shed approximately ten by twelve 
feet for storing outside equipment such as lawn mowers, snow blowers and other tools.

A marble marker adorned with two angels was placed in the front of the church in 1999 
that recounts the early history of the establishment and building of the church.
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of chi rho the first two letters of the Greek Christos, a popular acronym for Lord. Alpha 
and Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet signifying that Jesus Christ 
is the beginning and the end. 

A large border of Gothic design forms the large arch at the front of the Sanctuary. 
Included are SJ for St. Joseph, AM for Ave Maria, the Greek letters Alpha and Omega -
Christ as the beginning and the end, I.H.S. Jesus Savior of Men; INRI, Jesus of 
Nazareth,King of the Jews; and PX the Greek letters chi rho, the first two letters of the 
Greek word for Christ. 

A unique feature of the church is a catwalk that runs the length of the church above the 
ceiling. It is used to gain access to maintenance needs such as electrical wiring and to 
service the sanctuary light, which can be pulled up through the ceiling. 

The original confessional is at the back of the church, however, it is no longer used since 
Vatican II, in the early 1960's. 

The church seats three hundred and sixty worshippers. 

Outside 

Arrayed around the church outside are evergreen and deciduous trees. There is a parking 
lot to the north of the church with a small maintenance shed approximately ten by twelve 
feet for storing outside equipment such as lawn mowers, snow blowers and other tools. 

A marble marker adorned with two angels was placed in the front of the church in 1999 
that recounts the early history of the establishment and building of the church. 
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Changes

The church interior was repainted in 1929. There are no photos of the previous design to 
see If any changes were made. 1949 the bricks on the exterior of the church were tuck
pointed, the outside window frames and doors were painted and insnlation added. 1963 
the kneelers were padded.
1966 the Sanctuary was carpeted.

The windows have been reinforced with Plexiglas on the outside to protect against the
elements. The walls show signs of rain damage that occurred before the roof was 
replaced in 1997.

The Sanctuary has been extended into the church in a thrust configuration and the altar 
and lectern face the congregation to comply with Vatican II, in the early 1960’s. The
pews that faced front toward the main altar are now turned to face the thrust altar 
platform.

Cemetery

^e cemetety flows from the top of the gently sloping hill on the east to the bottom on 
the west. There are approximately 35 rows of varying density. Some have up to 36 
inarkers and some have as few as three. From dates recorded, the cemetery starts at the 
altar in row 26 and spreads out in either direction.

The dtar, a crucified Christ with the Blessed Virgin and St. John the Evangelist on either 
side is on the north side of the cemetery facing south. There is one bench directly in front 
of the altar one on the right side of the altar are three concrete benches to the right of the 
^tar. It is designated row 26. From here the rows of grave markers progress in either 
direchon with the majority going to the east Only 8 rows are to the west. There is no

however, rows 22 and 23 are all children under the age of 
15. Children and infants are buried throughout the cemetery, usually in family plots.
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The church interior was repainted in 1929. There are no photos of the previous design to see if any changes were made. 1949 the bricks on the exterior of the church were tuck pointed, the outside window frames and doors were painted and insulation added. 1963 the kneelers were padded. 
1966 the Sanctuary was carpeted. 

The windows have been reinforced with Plexiglas on the outside to protect against the elements. The walls show signs of rain damage that occurred before the roof was replaced in 1997. 

The Sanctuary has been extended into the church in a thrust configuration and the altar and lectern face the congregation to comply with Vatican II, in the early 1960's. The pews that faced front toward the main altar are now turned to face the thrust altar platform. 

Cemetery 

The cemetery flows from the top of the gently sloping hill on the east to the bottom on the west. There are approximately 35 rows of varying density. Some have up to 36 markers and some have as few as three. From dates recorded, the cemetery starts at the altar in row 26 and spreads out in either direction. 

The altar, a crucified Christ with the Blessed Virgin and St. John the Evangelist on either side is on the north side of the cemetery facing south. There is one bench directly in front of the altar, one on the right side of the altar are three concrete benches to the right of the altar. It is designated row 26. From here the rows of grave markers progress in either direction with the majority going to the east. Only 8 rows are to the west. There is no remote designated infant area, however, rows 22 and 23 are all children under the age of 15. Children .and infants are buried throughout the cemetery, usually in family plots. 
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There is a gravel lane that enters the cemetery on the west and parallels the cemetery on 
the north and east.

There is a gate type of sign facing the road at the west end of the cemetery made of brick 
pillars with an iron arch over the top with “Holy Angels” spelled out in iron. There is a 
concrete bench under the arch.

A fence of iron runs along the north side and along the east side of the cemetery. It does 
not necessarily enclose the cemetery, but marks the property line.

Large old evergreen trees line the north side and south side of the cemetery. There are no 
permanent plants by the graves.

The grave marker dates range from 1863 to 2004. The majority of the older grave 
markers are of an obelisk shape topped by a cross. Tablet style markers are used mainly 
for children and infants. The later grave markers of the 20“* Century are of granite mass 
produced block design of y^ing sizes. There are no statues with the exception of a 
tomb with a dead Christ visible inside. This is a grave marker for a priest. There are iron 
crosses scattered throughout the cemetery along with metal weeping angels at some of 
the children’s graves.

Excluded Resources

The Rectory
The rectory was built in 1878 for the first resident priest, Father Theodore Wegmann. He 
canie in 1877 and lived in the sacristy until the rectory was built. Improvements and 
additions were made through the years including an addition in 1888. It has been sold 
and is no longer a part of the church property.
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There is a gravel lane that enters the cemetery on the west and parallels the cemetery on 
the north and east. 

There is a gate type of sign facing the road at the west end of the cemetery made of brick 
pillars with an iron arch over the top with "Holy Angels" spelled out in iron. There is a 
concrete bench under the arch. 

A fence of iron runs along the north side and along the east side of the cemetery. It does 
not necessarily enclose the cemetery, but marks the property line. 

Large old evergreen trees line the north side and south side of the cemetery. There are no 
permanent plants by the graves. 

The grave marker dates range from 1863 to 2004. The majority of the older grave 
markers are of an obelisk shape topped by a cross. Tablet style markers are used mainly 
for children and infants. The later grave markers of the 20th Century are of granite mass 
produced block design of varying sizes. There are no statues with the exception of a 
tomb with a dead Christ visible inside. This is a grave marker for a priest. There are iron 
crosses scattered throughout the cemetery along with metal weeping angels at some of 
the children's graves. • 

Excluded Resources 

The Rectory 
The rectory was built in 1878 for the first resident priest, Father Theodore Wegmann. He 
came in 1877 and lived in the sacristy until the rectory was built. Improvements and 
additions were made through the years including an addition in 1888. It has been sold 
and is no longer a part of the church property. 
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The School
The first school was built in 1888 for $7000. It was a school, convent and dormitory for 
students who boarded there during the week in the winter. It opened in 1889 with the St. 
Francis Sisters from Dubuque teaching the 80 students. In 1899 the Franciscan Sisters of 
Perpet^ Adoration of La Crosse, Wisconsin came to teach. The school closed during 
com picking season so everyone could help with the harvest. For many students, their 
formal education ended with eighth grade. Upon graduation they received two 
certificates- one from the Carroll Public School system and one from the teachers. A 
junior high building was built in 1916. Both of these buildings were used until the 
students joined the Kuemper Catholic School system in 1975 and went to school In 
Carroll. The older building was razed in 1977 and the other school building was moved 
off the property.

Parish HaU
Holy Guardian Angels Church is one of two Catholic Churches in Carroll County that 
had a parish hall as a separate building. The rest of the churches have gathering halls in 
the basements of the churches.
Before the new church was built in 1904, the old church was moved off its foundation to 
the northeast part of the property and used as a parish hall after the two wings that formed 
the cross of the crucifix were removed. It served as a parish hall until 1949 when a new 
parish hall was built across the road from the church off church property. It has since 
been razed.

A noncontributing building measuring ten feet by twelve feet, used as storage for lawn 
and snow removal equipment is located at the east end of the parking lot.
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The first school was built in 1888 for $7000. It was a school, convent and dormitory for 
students who boarded there during the week in the winter. It opened in 1889 with the St. 
Francis Sisters from Dubuque teaching the 80 students. In 1899 the Franciscan Sisters of 
Perpetual Adoration of La Crosse, Wisconsin came to teach. The school closed during 
com picking season so everyone could help with the harvest. For many students, their 
formal education ended with eighth grade. Upon graduation they received two 
certificates- one from the Carroll Public School system and one from the teachers. A 
junior high building was built in 1916. Both of these buildings were used until the 
students joined the Kuemper Catholic School system in 1975 and went to school In 
Carroll. The older building was razed in 1977 and the other school building was moved 
off the property. 

Parish Hall 
Holy Guardian Angels Church is one of two Catholic Churches in Carroll County that 
had a parish hall as a separate building. The rest of the churches have gathering halls in 
the basements of the churches. 
Before the new church was built in 1904, the old church was moved off its foundation to 
the northeast part of the property and used as a parish hall after the two wings that formed 
the cross of the crucifix were removed. It served as a parish hall until 1949 when a new 
parish hall was built across the road from the church off church property. It has since 
been razed. 

A noncontributing building measuring ten feet by twelve feet, used as storage for lawn 
and snow removal equipment is located at the east end of the parking lot. 
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Holy Guardian Angels Church 
Name of Property

Carroll County, Iowa 
County and State

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x” in one or more boxes for the criteria quaiifying the property 
for Nationai Register listing.)

□ A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

□ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

BI C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

□ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x” in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes.

□ B removed from its original location.

□ C a birthplace or grave.

B D a cemetery.

□ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

□ Fa commemorative property.

□ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions) 

ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance

1904

Significant Dates

1904

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cuitural Affiliation

NA _____

Architect/Builder

Unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

□ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

□ previously listed in the National Register
□ previously determined eligible by the National

Register
□ designated a National Historic Landmark
□ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#
□ recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record #________________—

Primary location of additional data:
ESI State Historic Preservation Office
□ Other State agency
□ Federal agency
□ Local government
□ University
□ Other

Name of repository:
Sioux City Diocese Archives

Holy Guardian Angels Church 
Name of Property 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

0 A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

□ B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

l8J C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

□ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "~" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

IXI A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

□ B removed from its original location. 

□ C a birthplace or grave. 

IX D a cemetery. 

□ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

□ F a commemorative property. 

□ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

Carroll County, Iowa 
County and State 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

ARCHITECTURE 

Period of Significance 

1904 

Significant Dates 

1904 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Affiliation 

NA 

Architect/Builder 

Unknown 

Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

□ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

□ previously listed in the National Register 
□ previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
□ designated a National Historic Landmark 
□ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# _________ _ 

□ recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # ________ _ 

Primary location of additional data: 

~ State Historic Preservation Office 
□ Other State agency 
□ Federal agency 
□ Local government 
□ University 
□ Other 

Name of repository: 
Sioux City Diocese Archives 
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Holy Guardian Angels, the Gothic church at the center of the village of Roselle is 
significant under criterion C because it is an example of architecture brought from 
Germany by German settlers. The distinctive architecture is of a Gothic design of the late 
19* Century. The hill top location, tall steeple and elaborate and highly colored stained 
glass windows, the ornate towering altars gilded and adorned with numerous statues, the 
mosaics throughout the church that repeat liturgical symbols are all examples of German 
Gothic architecture. Further German elements are the use of forms from nature such as 
foliage carvings on the capital and ribs and vaults representing tree branches. Figures in 
the statuary and windows are typically presented in a contemplative maimer of eyes 
averted and hands crossed. The German Gothic church pushed the limits in every way 
including height, architectural possibility, and art. In the cemetery, the obelisk shape and 
cross design are predominant in the early cemetery grave markers along with the iron 
crosses that may have been made by local blacksmiths as would be customary at that 
time.

Holy Guardian Angels Church meets Criterion Consideration A because it is being 
nominated primarily for its architecture.

Holy Guardian Angels Cemetery meets Criteria Consideration D because of the distinct 
architectural design of the older markers. These would include the iron crosses and the 
granite cross and obelisk. There appear to be no obvious marks of a maker.

People of German origin make up Iowa’s largest single-ancestry group. More than one- 
fifth of the state’s population claims to be of only German descent. People of German 
descent outnumbered people of the next largest ancestry group in 78 of Iowa’s 99 
counties with Carroll County having the highest concentration of Germans of all Iowa 
counties according to the 1980 census. (Carroll Times Herald, 10-26-1983).

The county was named for Charles Carroll (1737-1832) of Carrollton, Maryland who was 
the only Roman Catholic signer of The Declaration of Independence. He was the last 
signer to survive and lived the longest - dying at ninety-five years of age.
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Holy Guardian Angels, the Gothic church at the center of the village of Roselle is 
significant under criterion C because it is an example of architecture brought from 
Germany by German settlers. The distinctive architecture is of a Gothic design of the late 
1~ Century. The hill top location, tall steeple and elaborate and highly colored stained 
glass windows, the ornate towering altars gilded and adorned with numerous statues, the 
mosaics throughout the church that repeat liturgical symbols are all examples of German 
Gothic architecture. Further German elements are the use of forms from nature such as 
foliage carvings on the capital and ribs and vaults representing tree branches. Figures in 
the statuary and windows are typically presented in a contemplative manner of eyes 
averted and hands crossed. The German Gothic church pushed the limits in every way 
including height, architectural possibility, and art. In the cemetery, the obelisk shape and 
cross design are predominant in the early cemetery grave markers along with the iron 
crosses that may have been made by local blacksmiths as would be customary at that 
time. 

Holy Guardian Angels Church meets Criterion Consideration A because it is being 
nominated primarily for its architecture. 

Holy Guardian Angels Cemetery meets Criteria Consideration D because of the distinct 
architectural design of the older markers. These would include the iron crosses and the 
granite cross and obelisk. There appear to be no obvious marks of a maker. 

People of German origin make up Iowa's largest single-ancestry group. More than one­
fifth of the state's population claims to be of only German descent. People of German 
descent outnumbered people of the next largest ancestry group in 78 of Iowa's 99 
counties with Carroll County having the highest concentration of Germans of all Iowa 
counties according to the 1980 census. (Carroll Times Herald, 10-26-1983). 

The county was named for Charles Carroll (1737-1832) of Carrollton, Maryland who was 
the only Roman Catholic signer of The Declaration of Independence. He was the last 
signer to survive and lived the longest- dying at ninety-five years of age. 
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According to the 1885 census Carroll County had 16329 residents. Of the 4052 foreign 
bom, 3171 were bom in Germany with Roselle Township in Carroll County having the 
largest number bom in Germany with 396. According to the 1885 census, Carroll 
County had 5 private (Catholic) schools with 308 pupils. Catholic Church value in 1885 
was at $78,000 with a seating capacity of 3560. (Census of Iowa for the Year 1885) 
According the 1980 census, Carroll County with 22,951 people still had a strong German 
population with more than 53% being of only German descent and 73% descended from 
Germans either through single-ancestry or multiple-ancestry. (Carroll Times Herald, 10- 
16.1983).

Among the Germans, farming was the most common occupation. By 1870, most had 
become quite prosperous. (Calkin, April, 1962)< Instead of one little wooden church far 
from the centers there are now eighteen Catholic churches in Carroll county. (McLean, 
1912) Iowa’s fertile land may be one reason so many Germans chose to settle in the 
state, said Jim Dow, German instmctor at ISU. “They were looking for the best possible 
land” (Carroll Times Herald, 10-26-1983)

The mral community of Carroll County is largely German or of German descent. Here 
was planted the seed of Germanization of Carroll County and the nucleus of the German 
Catholic population in Carroll County. The town of Mount Carmel in Kniest Township 
was settled entirely by German Catholic people. Lambert Kniest set the criterion when 
he purchased the 23,000 acres of the township in 1867 and it was agreed upon by the land 
company. It was under the direction of the bishop to find new land for the German 
Catholic population of Dubuque, that the journey cross-country from Dubuque, Iowa to 
Mount Carmel came to be. It was from Moimt Carmel, the first Catholic Church in 
Carroll County established in 1868, that all the other Catholic Churches in Carroll County 
evolved including Holy Guardian Angels at Roselle. (McLean, 1912).

Roselle Township was settled soon after the first people came to Mount Carmel. The 
residents were mostly Democrats, and all practical Catholics with the exception of four
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According to the 1885 census Carroll County had 16,329 residents. Of the 4052 foreign 
born, 3171 were born in Germany with Roselle Township in Carroll County having the 
largest number born in Germany with 396. According to the 1885 census, Carroll · 
County had 5 private (Catholic) schools with 308 pupils. Catholic Church value in 1885 
was at $78,000 with a seating capacity of 3560. (Census of Iowa for the Year 1885) 
According the 1980 census, Carroll County with 22,951 people still had a strong German 
population with more than 53% being of only German descent and 73% descended from 
Germans either through single-ancestry or multiple-ancestry. (Carroll Times Herald, 10-
16.1983). 

Among the Germans, farming was the most common occupation. By 1870, most had 
become quite prosperous. (Calkin, April, 1962), Instead of one little wooden church far 
from the centers there are now eighteen Catholic churches in Carroll county. (McLean, 
1912) Iowa's fertile land may be one reason so many Germans chose to settle in the 
state, said Jim Dow, German instructor at ISU. "They were looking for the best possible 
land" (Carroll Times Herald, 10-26-1983) 

The rural community of Carroll County is largely German or of German descent. Here 
was planted the seed of Germanization of Carroll County and the nucleus of the German 
Catholic population in Carroll County. The town of Mount Carmel in Kniest Township 
was settled entirely by German Catholic people. Lambert Kniest set the criterion when 
he purchased the 23,000 acres of the township in 1867 and it was agreed upon by the land 
company. It was under the direction of the bishop to find new land for the German 
Catholic population of Dubuque, that the journey cross-country from Dubuque, Iowa to 
Mount Carmel came to be. It was from Mount Carmel, the first Catholic Church in 
Carroll County established in 1868, that all the other Catholic Churches in Carroll County 
evolved including Holy Guardian Angels at Roselle. (McLean, 1912). 

Roselle Township was settled soon after the first people came to Mount Carmel. The 
residents were mostly Democrats, and all practical Catholics with the exception of four 
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families who were Evangelical Lutherans. Some of these people came from Oldenburg 
Bayern and other parts of Germany. Most of these people were set and wanted to keep 
their German language and no matter where you went, never an English word was heard. 
(Der Democrat translation 1899)

Roselle, originally called Hillsdale was a stop on the Boone to Denison stagecoach route. 
There is some question about the origin of the name “Hillsdale”. According to 
courthouse records, a legal document dated Februaiy 19,1881, was written by Robert 
Hill, County Surveyor, who surveyed the land. The plat included streets, alleys and land 
for roads. There is no record of a Hill owning the land on which the town is located. The 
town was never incoiporated, but started using the name “Roselle” in 1875. The name is 
a German fennnine name reflecting the predominantly German heritage of the residents. 
The name Hillsdale remains on the official courthouse records.

At one time, Roselle was a bustling community with an extensive business district 
including general stores, creameiy, livery stable, barbershop, saloons, and blacksmith 
shop. (Setzler, 2002)

The Rose Valley Creamery provided the whole township with milk and many pounds of 
butter. (Der Democrat translation 1899)

Holy Guardian Angels Catholic Church

Catholics from Roselle went to Mount Carmel for Mass, until the first Mass was 
celebrated at a home in Roselle February 3,1874. A frame church, called “Heilage 
Schutzengels Kirche” “ Holy Guardian Angels Church,” built in 1875 served the thirty- 
eight families of the parish. The first resident priest. Father Theodore Wegman, 
appointed to the parish in 1877, lived in the sacristy until a rectory was built in 1878.
The parish continued to grow requiring a larger church. In anticipation of the new 
church, the old church was moved and converted into a parish hall.
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families who were Evangelical Lutherans. Some of these people came from Oldenburg 
Bayem and other parts of Germany. Most of these people were set and wanted to keep 
their German language and no matter where you went, never an English word was heard. 
(Der Democrat translation 1899) 

Roselle, originally called Hillsdale was a stop on the Boone to Denison stagecoach route. 
There is some question about the origin of the name "Hillsdale". According to 
courthouse records, a legal document dated February 19, 1881, was written by Robert 
Hill, County Surveyor, who surveyed the land. The plat included streets, alleys and land 
for roads. There is no record of a Hill owning the land on which the town is located. The 
town was never incorporated, but started using the name "Roselle" in 1875. The name is 
a German feminine name reflecting the predominantly German heritage of the residents. 
The name "Hillsdale" remains on the official courthouse records. 

At one time, Roselle was a bustling community with an extensive business district 
including general stores, creamery, livery stable, barbershop, saloons, and blacksmith 
shop. (Setzler, 2002) 

The Rose Valley Creamery provided the whole township with milk and many pounds of 
butter. (Der Democrat translation 1899) 

Holy Guardian Angels Catholic Church 

Catholics from Roselle went to Mount Carmel for Mass, until the first Mass was 
celebrated at a home in Roselle February 3, 1874. A frame church, called "Heilage 
Schutzengels Kirche" "Holy Guardian Angels Church," built in 1875 served the thirty­
eight families of the parish. The first resident priest, Father Theodore Wegman, 
appointed to the parish in 1877, lived in the sacristy until a rectory was built in 1878. 
The parish continued to grow requiring a larger church. In anticipation of the new 
church, the old church was moved and converted into a parish hall. 
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Holy Guar^an Angels meets criterion C because it is an outstanding example of Gothic 
church design for a conununity of this size. These characteristics include: strong yertical 
lines, a steep roof pitch, a slender tower topped by a needle spire, pointed gables, 
buttressed walls, large window areas, pointed arches, windows, and door openings.

Exterior
The Gothic characteristics evident on the outside of the church include the steep pitched 
roof dominated by the slender tower and topped with a needle spire that can be seen for 
miles. The buttressed walls topped by limestone enhance the vertical lines.

Interior
The pointed arches allow a greater height to be achieved. The vaults of Holy Guardian 
Angels are of a four part or quadripartite type with four ribs in the vault. There are five 
vaults down the center and six vaults down each side of the church. The piers are a series 
of slender, cylindrical shafts topped with capital ornaments of a foliage design typical in 
the Gothic design. All doorways carry out the Gothic design with pointed arches.

Windows

The Gothic windows are characterized as long and slender with pointed arches, 
decorative traceiy and stained glass. Small ornamental holes in the space between the 
molding and the lancets called plate tracery developed into larger and more elaborate and 
ornate designs. Holy Guardian Angels is an example of twin lancets with plate tracery 
with larger openings.

Stained glass windows that allowed more light in were originally designed to teach 
Biblical ^d liturgical lessons to the illiterate. Besides the windows, statues, murals and 
mosaics in the highly decorated churches were also intended to teach. Holy Guardian 
Angels has two huge windows, along with many slender windows all with liturgical
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Holy Guardian Angels meets criterion C because it is an outstanding example of Gothic 
church design for a community of this size. These characteristics include: strong vertical 
lines, a steep roof pitch, a slender tower topped by a needle spire, pointed gables, 
buttressed walls, large window areas, pointed arches, windows, and door openings. 

Exterior 
The Gothic characteristics evident on the outside of the church include the steep pitched 
roof dominated by the slender tower and topped with a needle spire that can be seen for 
miles. The buttressed walls topped by limestone enhance the vertical lines. 

Interior 
The pointed arches allow a greater height to be achieved. The vaults of Holy Guardian 
Angels are of a four part or quadripartite type with four ribs in the vault. There are five 
vaults down the center and six vaults down each side of the church. The piers are a series 
of slender, cylindrical shafts topped with capital ornaments of a foliage design typical in 
the Gothic design. All doorways carry out the Gothic design with pointed arches. 

Windows 

The Gothic windows are characterized as long and slender with pointed arches, 
decorative tracery and stained glass. Small ornamental holes in the space between the 
molding and the lancets called plate tracery developed into larger and more elaborate and 
ornate designs. Holy Guardian Angels is an example of twin lancets with plate tracery 
with larger openings. 

Stained glass windows that allowed more light in were originally designed to teach 
Biblical and liturgical lessons to the illiterate . Besides the windows, statues, murals and 
mosaics in the highly decorated churches were also intended to teach. Holy Guardian 
Angels has two huge windows, along with many slender windows all with liturgical 
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themes. The murals at the front of the church and the canvases above the windows depict 
more liturgical lessons along with the statues which represent saints of the church.

Building the Church
Only a year after the first Mass was celebrated February 8,1874, by Father John 
Kempker, the first church was started. The 32 by 60 foot frame church that cost $2500 
was built in the form of a cross. It was called ^^Heilage Schutzengels Kirche,” translated 
to mean “Holy Guardian Angels Church”. At the time there were 38 families in the 
parish.

As the parish continued to grow the need for a new church was evident. Thus began the 
construction of the present edifice that today dominates the tiny village of what is now 
called “Roselle”

Work began in 1903 on this remarkable Gothic structure. Labor was supplied by the 
parishioners. Since Roselle is not on a railroad line, all the materials for the church had 
to be brought to the Halbur railhead approximately three miles away. No local material 
was used so the building material was hauled over rolling terrain and primitive roads to 
the church site. Some of the wagons met the train that carried church materials at a 
crossing a mile west and one mile north of Roselle and unloaded the rail cars there 
instead of making the journey further west into Halbur. A detailed record was kept of the 
contributions of the parishioners, including trips from Halbur; days work with horses, 
days manual labor, and donations. A total of 2,116 trips with horse-drawn wagons, ^ 
days of work with horses and 393 days of manual labor. One man alone gave 100 days 
of manual labor. Besides monetary donations, many items such as the altars, 
communion rail, and windows were donated by the people of the parish for this church 
that cost $48,000. All of this was done while the parishioners, who were predominately 
farmers, were establishing their homes.
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themes. The murals at the front of the church and the canvases above the windows depict 
more liturgical lessons along with the statues which represent saints of the church .. 

Building the Church 
Only a year after the first Mass was celebrated February 8, 1874, by Father John 
Kempker, the first church was started. The 32 by 60 foot frame church that cost $2500 
was built in the form of a cross. It was called "Heilage Schutzengels Kirche," translated 
to mean "Holy Guardian Angels Church". At the time there were 38 families in the 
parish. 

As the parish continued to grow the need for a new church was evident. Thus began the 
construction of the present edifice that today dominates the tiny village of what is now 
called "Roselle" 

Work began in 1903 on this remarkable Gothic structure. Labor was supplied by the 
parishioners. Since Roselle is not on a railroad line, all the materials for the church had 
to be brought to the Halbur railhead approximately three miles away. No local material 
was used so the building material was hauled over rolling terrain and primitive roads to 
the church site. Some of the wagons met the train that carried church materials at a 
crossing a mile west and one mile north of Roselle and unloaded the rail cars there 
instead of making the journey further west into Halbur. A detailed record was kept of the 
contributions of the parishioners, including trips from Halbur; days work with horses, 
days manual labor, and donations. A total of 2,116 trips with horse-drawn wagons, 93 
days of work with horses and 393 days of manual labor. One man alone gave 100 days 
of manual labor. Besides monetary donations, many items such as the altars, 
communion rail, and windows were donated by the people of the parish for this church 
that cost $48,000. All of this was done while the parishioners, who were predominately 
farmers, were establishing their homes. 
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There are no records of painters or other craftsmen who helped build the church either 
with the church records or the diocesan archives.

The importance of education is evident with the building of a school in 1888 and an 
additional building in 1916. To enhance the religious education, nuns were appointed to 
teach at the schools. When the school was no longer sufficient, it was consolidated with 
olher Catholic schools in the county to create the Kuemper Catholic School System with 
all students attending school in Carroll.

The parish hall was the cultural center for celebrations and gatherings. The first church 
was remodeled into the first parish hall in 1903 and served the parish until a new parish 
hall was built across the road from the church property in 1949. This served the parish 
until it was razed in the 1970’s. The parish continues to observe important events such 
as silver and golden jubilees and the centennial of 1974.

To insure that the church will continue to be here for future generations. The Holy 
Guardian Angels Church and Cemetery Fund, Inc. was created in 1995 with one goal, 
that of maintaining the church in its original beauty.

Holy Guardian Angels church was granted Articles of Incorporation through the Sioux
City Diocese February 12,1912 and signed by two parishioners whose descendants today 
attend this church. ^

Today the congregation numbers seventy-four families.
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There are no records of painters or other craftsmen who helped build the church either with the church records or the diocesan archives. 

The importance of education is evident with the building of a school in 1888 and an 
additional building in 1916. To enhance the religious education, nuns were appointed to teach at the schools. When the school was no longer sufficient, it was consolidated with 
other Catholic schools in the county to create the Kuemper Catholic School System with all students attending school in Carroll. 

The parish hall was the cultural center for celebrations and gatherings. The first church was remodeled into the first parish hall in 1903 and served the parish until a new parish hall was built across the road from the church property in 1949. This served the parish 
until it was razed in the 1970's. The parish continues to observe important events such 
as silver and golden jubilees and the centennial of 1974. 

To insure that the church will continue to be here for future generations, The Holy 
Guardian Angels Church and Cemetery Fund, Inc. was created in 1995 with one goal, 
that of maintaining the church in its original beauty. 

Holy Guardian Angels church was granted Articles of Incorporation through the Sioux 
City Diocese February 12, 1912 and signed by two parishioners whose descendants today attend this church. 

Today the congregation numbers seventy-four families. 
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Cemetery
The obelisk and cross design of grave markers predominates. There are ten iron crosses 
some are illegible, with most dating from the 1890’s. The crosses have all or some of the 
distinctive design features of three circles at the end of each shaft, a diamond shape 
connecting the cross pieces, or a porcelain piece for names and dates. A number of 
markers have German script or endearments such as “mutter” or “vater”. Some of the 
old grave markers have been replaced with new granite stones in the obelisk and cross 
design. Grave markers dates range from 1869 to 2004.

Row 25 is exclusively priests. There are markers for the 5 priests buried here. All were 
at one time pastors of the parish. Three have elaborate granite markers, one in the form 
of a large cross, the other two are granite monuments. One is the typical cross and 
obelisk of the cemeteiy, but larger than the others in the cemetery. One very unique 
marker is a tomb on a large slab. One side is a window opening in which one can look 
inside and see the body of Christ. On the base of the tomb is German script There is a 
large cross rising above the tomb. This row of priests is to the direct right of the 
crucifixion grouping in row 26.

Rows 22 and 23 are infants and children with tablet style grave markers with the 
exception of five metal weeping angels in row 22.

There are only two grave markers in the form of hearts. Both are for two children from 
each fanuly who died the same year.

The row numbers are referenced from the Iowa Genealogical Society Cemetery Book.

A noncontributing building measuring ten feet by twelve feet, used as storage for lawn 
and snow removal equipment is located at the east end of the parking lot.
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Cemetery 
The obelisk and cross design of grave markers predominates. There are ten iron crosses, some are illegible, with most dating from the 1890' s. The crosses have all or some of the distinctive design features of three circles at the end of each shaft, a diamond shape 
connecting the cross pieces, or a porcelain piece for names and dates. A number of 
markers have German script or endearments such as "mutter" or "vater". Some of the 
old grave markers have been replaced with new granite stones in the obelisk and cross 
design. Grave markers dates range from 1869 to 2004. 

Row 25 is exclusively priests. There are markers for the 5 priests buried here. All were at one time pastors of the parish. Three have elaborate granite markers, one in the form of a large cross, the other two are granite monuments. One is the typical cross and 
obelisk of the cemetery, but larger than the others in the cemetery. One very unique 
marker is a tomb on a large slab. One side is a window opening in which one can look 
inside and see the body of Christ. On the base of the tomb is German script. There is a large cross rising above the tomb. This row of priests is to the direct right of the 
crucifixion grouping in row 26. 

Rows 22 and 23 are infants and children with tablet style grave markers with the 
exception of five metal weeping angels in row 22. 

There are only two grave markers in the form of hearts. Both are for two children from each family who died the same year. 

The row numbers are referenced from the Iowa Genealogical Society Cemetery Book. 

A noncontributing building measuring ten feet by twelve feet, used as storage for lawn 
and snow removal equipment is located at the east end of the parking lot. 
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Comparison of Carroll County churches

This is an overview of the German Catholic presence in Carroll County at one time with 
the majority of the parishes having a full array of buildings in the church community. 
With the shift of students to an educational center in Carroll, school buildings are now 
empty. Not every parish has a priest in residence, so some rectories are also empty.
Many convents have been converted to other uses since there are no longer sisters 
teaching at the schools. However, all, except of two of the churches are still used for 
Mass, weddings and funerals, with the parishioners active in their parishes and supporting 
the Catholic school system.

All of the structures for each church have been included. The churches built in the latter 
half of the Twentieth Century are of no outstanding architectural style.
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Carroll County, Iowa 

This is an overview of the German Catholic presence in Carroll County at one time with 
the majority of the parishes having a full array of buildings in the church community. 
With the shift of students to an educational center in Carroll, school buildings are now 
empty. Not every parish has a priest in residence, so some rectories are also empty. 
Many convents have been converted to other uses since there are no longer sisters 
teaching at the schools. However, all, except of two of the churches are still used for 
Mass, weddings and funerals, with the parishioners active in their parishes and supporting 
the Catholic school system. 

All of the structures for each church have been included. The churches built in the latter 
half of the Twentieth Century are of no outstanding architectural style. 
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Towns & 
Churches

Date
started

Church
Dates Ethnic School Rectory Convent Parish Hall Cemetery

Architectu
re

Arcadia

St. John Catholic 1874

1881,
1888,
1922 German X X X

Church
Basement

Edge of 
town Gothic

Breda
St. Bernard's of 
Clairvaux 1880 1888 German X X X

Edge of 
town Gothic

Carroll t

St. Lawrence 1916
1916,
1951 German X X X In school

Edge of 
town Modern

St. Joseph 1876
1878,
1885 Irish X X X

Church
Basement

Edge of 
town Gothic

Sts. Peter and
Paul 1885 1885 German X X X

Church
Basement

Edge of 
town Gothic

Holy Spirit 1968 1968 Mixed X X
Greteman

Center
Edge of 
town Modern

Coon Rapids

Annunciation 1880
1891,
1956 Mixed X

Church
Basement

Edge of 
town Modern

Dedham

St. Joseph 1891

1892,
1902,
1939 German X X X

Church
Basement

Edge of 
town

Roman
esque

Glidden
St. Elizabeth
Seton 1976 1976 Mixed

Part of the 
church

Edge of 
town Modern

NPS Form 10-900a 
(Aug. 2002) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number __ a - Page __ zo_ 

Holy Guardian Angels Church 

Towns& Date Church 
Churches started Dates Ethnic School Rectory 

Arcadia 
1881, 
1888, 

St. John Catholic 1874 1922 German X X 

Breda 
St. Bernard's of 
Clalrvaux 1880 1888 German X X 

Carroll t 

1916, 
St. Lawrence 1916 1951 German X X 

1878, 
St. Joseph 1876 1885 Irish X X 
Sts. Peter and 
Paul 1885 1885 German X X 

Holy Spirit 1968 1968 Mixed X 

Coon Rapids 
1891, 

Annunciation 1880 1956 Mixed X 

Dedham 
1892, 
1902, 

St. Joseph 1891 1939 German X X 

Glidden 
St. Elizabeth 
Seton 1976 1976 Mixed 

Convent 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
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Archltectu 
Parish Hall Cemetery re 

Church Edge of 
Basement town Gothic 

Edge of 
town Gothic 

Edge of 
In school town Modern 
Church Edge of 

Basement town Gothic 
Church Edge of 

Basement town Gothic 
Greteman Edge of 

Center town Modern 

Church Edge of 
Basement town Modern 

Church Edge of Roman 
Basement town esque 

Part of the Edge of 
church town Modern 
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Haibur

St. Augustine 1889
1902,
1973 German X X X

School
Gym

By
church Modern

Lidderdale

Holy Family 1914
1914,
1953 German X X X Parish Hali

Edge of 
town Modern

Manning

Sacred Heart 1886
1916,
1956 German X

Church
Basement

Edge of 
town Modern

Maple River
St. Francis of 
Assisi 1879 1907 German X X X

Edge of 
town

Roman
esque

Mount Carmel

Our Lady of
Mount Carmel 1869

1869,
1881,
1883,
1892,
1907 German X X X

School
Basement

Next to 
church Gothic

Roselle
Holy Guardian 
Angels 1874

1875,
1904 German X X Parish Hall

Next to 
church Gothic

Templeton

Sacred Heart 1874
1883,
1900 German X X X

Church
Basement

Next to 
church Gothic

Willey
Conception of 
Blessed Virgin 1882

1882,
1910 German X X X

Nagel
Center

Next to 
church Gothic
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Halbur 
1902, 

St. Augustine 1889 1973 German X X 

Lidderdale 
1914, 

Holy Family 1914 1953 German X X 

Manning 
1916, 

Sacred Heart 1886 1956 German X 

' Maple River 
St. Francis of 
Assisi 1879 1907 German X X 

Mount Carmel 
1869, 
1881, 
1883, 

Our Lady of 1892, 
Mount Carmel 1869 1907 German X X 

Roselle 
Holy Guardian 1875, 
Angels 1874 1904 German X X 

Templeton 
1883, 

Sacred Heart 1874 1900 German X X 

Willey 
Conception of 1882, 
Blessed Virgin 1882 1910 German X X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
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School By 
Gym church Modern 

Edge of 
Parish Hall town Modern 

Church Edge of 
Basement town Modern 

Edge of Roman 
town esque 

School Next to 
Basement church Gothic 

Next to 
Parish Hall church Gothic 

Church Next to 
Basement church Gothic 

Nagel Next to 
Center church Gothic 
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Beginning at the South West comer of the North West Quarter of Section Fifteen (15) 
Township Eghty-three (83) north of Range Thirty-five (35) West of the 5* P.M., Thence 
running north 548 ft., Thence east at right angles 660 ft, Thence south at right angels 405 
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Verbal Boundary Justification
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southeast comer of the property containing the rectory was sold so it is no longer a part of 
the church property.
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ARTICLES OF 
INCORPORATION 

of 

4~~14_ ___ Church 

oi .... ~LL--··········-············· 

in .. ✓.f?..~ .......... County, Iowa 

This is · to certify that the within 
instrument was filed for record in the -
Recorders Office of said County at 

19 .. ./...r:l. .... , and the same was duly 

recorded in Book_ ....... ~.~ ··~----•of 

*~.:::~:G..(4~:.:-~~. Page ... ;l~f:.3.._ • 

•--U .. 44u4•-•• • 
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______
ARTICLES OF INCORPORATliN'Jj^l

OF*

.....

IMiereas. the under.i«ned.«^^^»fc^iAkJ^^(:^A4^^»irX.thol!c BIih|p|»;Slou*^%.;t" ? 
dcemi it adwiiable to have created and ortaoized a reniitj&.ebrporaUtm within this State
and with the powers specified in the statutes of the State in
^Jh him for that pu .

th« C^nfv nl
the Pntor i

ana made and prorided, and'Bat awxai^v^

nd State ofibwap and
Whereas, the said Bishop. Vicar General and Pastor have associated with them In tho.fb^ition'.bfi^id’-^l

Corporal! ___________________
tho Catholic Church, both beloniSln<toaeid_.^^&!l^aL^ir;^k,^^

taidenn ot-.«d^atgrlJ..a^^ '^Countjr; .. / . 77,.'; , -

Thmion, Kmm All Men by These Pfeenft, that

lay membera of mid Church at arorcmid, Uo hereby aitodale ounelva to||ether for the pui^^^^beeoiniiiil^ 'A 

Incorporated under the name and for the purpoie hereinafter ttaled. pursuant to the provitiona df Chapler;2ofr v 
Title IX of (he Code of 1897 of the State of Iowa and the Acts amendatory thereof, providini for corporatibnsl: | 
not for pecuniary profit, and do now adopt and dgn the lollowinU Artieiei ol Incorporation..td^wil: ' .; v it-iT'

dfita':;--,-:!Article I. The name of this corporation thali t 
principal place.of businea shall I
and the State of Iowa. , i . i:f

Articli xi. The ftenciol'purpose of this corporation is to take charge of and manage ail ^e.tem^'ral

nfiFaiia ol tho Catholic Church in taidl Church; to promd?o the ipi'rl&ife^

^ ^national and other intereila ol mid Calholie<chutch tirerein, Ineiudint all the charitably, t)4iievbleq(M8id^^S 
■" eleemoiynary work of mid church therein; to take charfie ol, hold and manage all the propmliR'penbinajjani’ *'" 

real, that may at any time or in any manner come to or vest in ihii Corporation for any purpoiie. whai^ei,; 
whether liy purcham, gift, grant, devito or otherwise, and to mil the mme, mortgage or otherwi^ dhppse pjSJili
aa the neecnitia of mid Corporation may require.

- - Asticu Hi. This church aliall receive at Pastor such pricit ai thc-BIshop. or in hlnfflfey-tBfi^ 
General, oil the Administrator, may appoint, and whenever any Pastor shall be removed Sy^Bithi^, 
the Viar General, or the Administrator, such Pastor shall cease to be a member of this Coiponmbth; -; '

said Ci^oralion. Tho Dirntors of the Corporation for the first yar shall be
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~\,, 
;f.rj.,,,~:; . ··. 
IJ.,:.r.,,;,.t • 1,, 

ARTICLES OF INGORPORAT·IiN·/ :-)i 
. •1;ir:· • .. i!. •ri: .. a: .. . :-·:.~~ 

QpJ · /} 
0 

~ • • • ·:t~;>:_._::J~iJh ::.: 
- ~17 ht12~ . Cll~~la.~'<'.~l~?~-~~,: 

<2) d/J ., ··-- L2 . " . A~ . -t~}' .. f~?J:: .;,. 
oL.-4.Li:::!.l~----- tu __ ~ ·:· ~-un~~-!°!.•-~{ 

• ·. ·· : • • , f <-tI~;Ji 
Whmas, the undenltn~ ~ t,~ J.-~~athollc Bl1~~~;'s1~~iitF\: 

deem,_ it nd-.ioable to ha•~ created and o.;,;~=--~ir.Z,;orpondon within thil Stale ro~:~o~'pt(~--~-;i. 
and with the powen 1pecdied In the 11:ltutes of the State In IIICb ~ made and prowlded, aitd'.Jiai· ueoct.Nd· :·--,~ 

~r=himlorth■tpu~.+~~-G,,,";ol;~fF' ; "'¾ 
~ Lf:J.,.k:7~ .. _ the Pator o '-.Q.I~_; ' . :'f'.~ . # ,... ,., . •' l " ' f 

the ty ~ • _ Hd State oflowa and ~; iiZ:'t\ ;;,;:_,;: · • •. 
. · ' -i-~~~tJ~:.,~:1 --~ t 

Wh~mu, the 11id Blohop, Vicar Generol and Pastor h":.-e A110Cl1ted with th~m In the, l~~-~tlon:.o_f! f_ ff 
Corpon,tlo d ~ · far. riiembel9 bl :, J 
the Catholic Church, both belonilnt to11id_ ,.91/~A., -~Cb~Jb;~it;)} 

~--A. dd - -~~"--~ : ~-))~k- :JtJft;:; 
raldenll of =u~County, • •. . ~•-:_•1t~'! : ·_. ·, / .. f:'!-:•'xi 

Thm/ort, Know All Mm by Thai Pmtnfs, t.h■t -~~ 0, ~~:~~~oi{~/~ 
.ft..~ b,.,. ~~ • ., ·.i£_J-E. ,:· . ' . ·,\:;,i;l",;;· 

a(o.-ld • -✓"?'Te_. '- . .1 ~ __ ""' Ge~er; afo ... l~~-.... • 9LI fi¼~~r~:'.; ,'.1 
P:ntor 11■ aforesaid, andJd7~~~-•n~. _ •-·~ . ,,·, -~'/S~:-~;f 
lay mcmben of 11tld Church a, a(o...,..,ld, tlo hereby .-date ouroel•,. toiether for tho purpoo,; of beeomlallf \i 
lncorponitcd under the name and for the purpo■e herelnaner uted, punuant ta the pro•ilionaof Ch1ptlir;2'o(t' ·.-, 
TIiie L'C of the Code o( 1897 of tho &ate of Iowa and tho Ac:11 amendatory thereof, pro-.ldinfloi-. corporaiici'n11 :J·;: 
not for pecuniary profit, and do now adopt and aijn the following Artici .. of Incorpor:ition.,tciiwit: · , ,:.\. =t~t: • . 

.... ~~- ~ . .d. '.:~_;, .• :1/{= ;,-_·1. 
AurCLI I. The name of thi, corporation ■hall ~~7''LJ::::!!JJ:!,.,c,<, '. ~lnirch aad,~ti~ :, ~ 

princiJ111I pince .of businea ■hall he.__~~ in.'the County of~ ff\} 
and the Stntc ollowa. • • -=-·· T::;::r:--w:' t 

, . • .\.~.f~/•.- -l~· \ /:.:}~ 
AaTtCLI II. The -encr.ll'purpo■e ol thi'I corponllon II to 1:!ke cha,Ce of nnd man••~. a)\ th_o,l~mp_q~l.f, ~ 

nll"nlra of the Catholic Church in o:iirJ:...~k.¾~-• __ O.urch: to p,_;;;,'~\tbe'.i,rij··t '(!J 
educational and other lntcl'Clb of aid "c;;i;;;;;-6~n:b ~,n, Including all the charil!lblej. ~ml81)t:'ill ':; 

• eleemoaynary work of 11:1id church therein: to l:lke charge of, hold and manage all the propiifi,f j,enenliJ;"ii,' 
renl, thnl may at any time or In any manner come to or -.est in thi'I Corpor:ition for an:, pu~: w ~ 
whether hy pun:hnoe, Ailt, gr:int, devioo or ntherwioe, and to oell tho 11me, morl401te or othe~_il'8P 
n the neceaitit=1 oC ~id Corporation m11y require. • :·/:!.~~t_!:: -~ .. 

··" An1ci,1 Ill. Thio church 11,nll m:eive III Paatur 1111:h .priat ·11 thc·BLlhop; or In h~'tiie' 
Gcnc~I, or\ the Adminiolnitor,_ f'.'"Y appoint, and whene-.er nn:, Pallor ,hall be ~o•ed _li,'O',B~ 
the V1<11r Gencn,I, or the Admrnrllnitor, ouch Pnllor ahllll =- to he a member of 1h11 Corpo,.'Jfu,r:- • ; . 

. . : • -'~• :-., .! •• ·._.,."l\ 
ARTICLI JV. The members of oaid Corpon,tlon, vis., the oaid Ilkhop, the Vi<11r G_e'}~lilli,;lhe r~ ~ ,V': 

the 111id church, and the two laymen selected and chooen ao provided by the By-Lawa, •lid ljl~ir,.~ "'1,l 
1ucceuon 1hnll conotitule it'• Board of Dim:ton, and•• mch ,hall have power~ lnlnllCl..)l(th~1bu■ln::-('.91,\1f 
anid Co_rpontion. The Dlrecton of the Corporation for the &rst year ·•h•II be .f/ft:Jlk;;~ ··-· • ifj.( :: 
~&tl.1~rJ81:{fu,.,d(f"1:-~1J:l.~~1~:·.: • _,;:;~-; . 
_H.._r&.f~tfr·k::f.hLhaA,L_@~~,~-1;. 

~n~·:J(:-;:•:. • _.,:·::~J' 
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Articli V. The officen of uid Corpomlion ihall be a Pietident, a Vlce-Preiidedt, a freaiiiirer,' and a' 
Sec««arr. The Bi.hop or penon appointed in hi. place or Uead, .hall be « «T/Wo Prcidenfc'the Pntor of . v 
thechu,ch.hnll be«o.«7cto Vice.p«ddent. and the SecnUarr and tbe Treinrer.hail beelect^bytbeBoard;-, 1 
of Direetota. The term of office of the eiective officen .hall be one year or nntil their wccendri are elected^to-

be enters Into the duties of his office, be approved by the President by endorsement in writin4 ;^ade .^ereonf>'^J 
AiTOU VI. Tfce Db«Mn of nid Cofponlioa niir br i miiotitT rtW donlntt drti.

of in any way without the conmnt of all the Directon exprewed by vote at a regular or .pecfal’ mWtfDti.of ■ tbe?^k 
Corporation. , •,,.■■■

Aancu VII. Deed, of nle, mortgage., contract^ eridencea of indebledneo, documenftfpf'iiriia'teTe^,- • 
form aSe^ng the property of the Corporation, or entailing upon it a monetaiiif obligation, .ball, wKw duly,. 
nuthonzed by the Board, be .igned and executed by the Praident and the Secretary, and by.'tibnp: other .op^'V 
othen in their rtead, unten nich other or othen be duly empowered to that effect by the unaninioui Tote^f'v.\i, 
the Directon. and dull be authenticated by the Seal of the Corporation. ■■ f’ll

AancL. VIII. The private property of tbe memben of tbb Coniotjuion digU beierSrl 
corporate debti. , '■

change in the Directon a. hemnbefore contemplated. |
Auticu X The Corporation may have a Mai which may be altered at any time by a miiiority voteflf^!l'| 

theDinutou. ■

«»™., w. V..»™»«...i^id.
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. t::} .·~ ' . . :.{?~ ·;, 
Aitncu V. The.ofticen ol 111id Corponatlon ■hall bu Pnmident, 1 Vlcc-Preoiderit, a t~iliirer," ~nd a•)·,. 

Secretary. The Bi■hop or penon appointed in bil place or ■lad, ■hall be u off/do Pre■idmi('the Pntor of . :_,, :,, 
the chureb ■hall be a o/fido V--.Pre■ident, and the Secretar, and the Treuurer ,hall be elected',lir ti\• Board • ·,, ".1. 
of Directon. The t.enn of office of the electl-.e ollicen ■hall be one :,ear or until their' ~,:a·_anr.~~~:iJ 
and take their po■ltlona. • · ,. \1' !· , ( , , ., ,. ,., .,. 
. The Board of Di""'!on mar, at any time re1110Te the Secretar, or Treaun,r ii th~ ~•l(~mj,lhai;:tht,f :". 
1ntern11 of the Corporation requ1n, 111Ch n,mo-.al. In all - the Treuurer ahall be recpun,d'ftp .&lnl biind:.J)/ 
with mrety to thia Corponatlon that he will faithfully account for and pay o-.er all mone,,t thai'g,at come hllil/--J'· 
hia handt a tuch ·rreuun,r and otherwise laithlully dltcha11e the du!lea oChil office, which bci~i1'1h1ll, ' he(on( -: .. '{­
be enten Into the dutiea of hi■ office, be approTed by the Prealdent by endonement in _wriiln&•lt;i,.lide :_!li■ ."'oa·i-"· • 

• ' . . . ' .. ·, • --~ ;.,.: ., 
AaT1cL1 VI. The Directon of 11ld Corponation may by a maloritr Tille contrecfd_~ -ni)~L° 

amount three hundN!d dollan, but debit lo exceed that ■um may be contracted_.b:fthe co-·n\j~ltdjto*'-• ... , 
the Dlrecton. No real al<lle belon&ln& to 11ld Corporation lhall be aold, morti■&ed, enc:unibe~_Or;'~. . 
or in any way without the co111ent ol all the Directon ezp,-d by -.ole lt 1 ,.,_ular or 1peci1f',m'ettl'nti;df : . 
Corporation. , • •. • '· • -~ _.;:,: • f-~lfi ~;!'}#~ 

Aanc~ VII. Deeds of mle, mortpg~ contra~. e-.id~ of indeb'*.fneaa. ~~~~~i-l~\:.Lite9¥n~ 
form aft'ectin, the property ol the Corporation, or enl:uhn& upon ,t I moaet■rj obllption, ah.~11. .. w(lea duly, .. >;,., ,. 
authorized by the Boord, be ■i&ned and exeeuted by the Preaident and the Secretar,, and b'r"."ilone'. other . or'J •~'­
oth~ in their ■teod, unleaa ■u:ch ot_her or others be duly empowered.to tbo.t _ell'ect by the u~ii"(~~,. T~to;;o~-C:-i,!, 
the D1recton, ind lh1II be authenticated by the _Seal of the Corporation._ • .: -·: ·,·. r:.J,,J~ ;-'}£ft!; i 

AllTICLI VIII. The private property of the memben of this Coriio~lloa ah~U b(_~~~-fniril "r • 
corporate debll. , • • : . • ,., - ,, .•. 

• • .. ; • ~I, ... ;, -tt;__t~)·.· .. :1 _ ;,1-.~~ 
AaT1cu IX. None of the Dlrecton nor officers ab1II recei-.e any pecuniar, com~tio11';cir:;ffWiri1.) . ':i~·:{! 

aer-.icea renden,d Ibis Corporation, the undentandln& beln& that the Corporation hu not beeiJ;\!tci,ted • witli,\otH • i1 
Tiew to _the worldly profit of •".Yo( 111 memben, or to thOM who may bernlter become identllied ~ -lb I~~~{:::~ 
chance ,n the Directors 11 heretnbefore contemplated. _. ··.";~:, •.· , :-· t::<;1 

AkTICU X. Tbe Corporation may ha-.e a teal which may be altered
0 

at IIIY time by • -~~,rity ~o' . .; -,i 
th o· • •• .,., •• ·, ')., ·;• e 1recton. . .: -~ ·j;.ll·,· . .,. 1 r---,i· ~ .... ... • 

• AllTtci.iXl •. Tho oaid Dlrecton .,;;,;·1,y-a··..-n•nlm'o',; voti. adopi u:h by.:i .... noi ~~~rtf~tii~'.1iwfo:tl> j 
th!. State, the ■talulel of ■aid DiOCOM of Sioux City, ind the discipline of the C11holic Cbun:li,'.,nd ' theae,~f.;},;,J; 
clea. a may be deemed a-rr lor the proper ao-.emment ol tbil Corporation and t~e. mona&emeslt o!-_iho}J:-; ::' 
property and blllinea■ thereof, and may by a !lice Tote, alter or amend the •me, ind wnen io :ad'!pted, .IUda..f?'}i/ 
by-laWI ond all omendtnents tbeN!IO 1hall, before they can take ell'ect, be lli&ned by eacli of. ulcl\ alre':toi( •ri_.d'j • -~ 
be n,corded ia a book to be proTided 111d kept.for tb■t purpooe. • . • " :_/f· _. ~ 1n."::t!-; •~ 

/2~11mony WMrta/, We ba-.e hereunto Id our handt aJ?~.~)~'.fJi 

of..T~~tt-\r ·· ·-- - ·· · _19~ . ,·•·· ·.- • ,v,_, ·v 
~ 0 .. tn.-·_ .-" • -'.}~' -. --~ 

• 
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THE STATE OF IOWA. 
WoeoauKY County.

On ___day o£__
■ nid County, penonally appeared 
i of Sioux City and_=;

, A. Q. before me, a Notary Public in and for
, BUhop of tho Diocese 

aid Pioaeie, to me known to be
. the person) who ii(ned the foregoing Articfet of Incorporation and acknowiedged that^i^ executed tho laid 

iuatrument ai why voluntary act and deed.
Witnem my hand and Notarial Seal thii__ .day oCJ??; =Sife!Sr*e--------------19rt*=r-

^ , ■ THE STATE OF IOWA, 
..iSs&JiMSL______County

PUBUa

Onthii.JS:/^_dayol.

. 'laid County, penonally appeared Rev. —. Paitor of the Catholic church of
iiifi^______ nt if<* i" kAj>-£jL^—‘ rpiifiiy. Iowa.

and known to bo the penons who
■ signed the foregoing Artielee of Incorporation and acknowledged that they executed tald instrument as their 
>oluatary act and deed. ^ ^

. Witness my hand and Notarial Seal . .ihb..2Z-day of^-----A. D. 19.ZZu

A. O. WZZ... before me, a Notary Public in and for

■ State of lowa, ) SS.
.fijraijoter County.

V'.:- On this day of ______^1912, before me, a
- ‘Notary Publlo in and for Bald County and etate, poroonally appeared 

•’ Jat. Rev, Janies T. Saunders, Vloar General of tho Dloooee of Sioux 
• L'gity, to ms KnoTin to be the person who signed the farefioing 
. • ilrtloles of Inoorporation and aolmowledgod that he executed the 

■Js^id instrument as his voluntaory aot and deed.

'; Nitnoss my hand and notarial seal this ? day of._____

^ Ubtary Publlo.
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THE STATE OF IOWA, } 
' .. 

• Woo01u11.r CouNTY . 

. • • ~ On thia . ..& ........ day oL~~....,., A. . I ./.:1....., !>"fore me, a No~ry Public In •~d for 

• ,., .wd County, penonally appeared .. (/7...~+-~'-""""";1-<=" Biahop ol tho D1ocae 

, • ·01 Slouz City -··- • to me knoWD to be 

.'dJ~ penon) wh'}!i4n•d the loregoi~g Articles ol Incorponation and acknowled&ed tbatA uccuted the uid 

inljrumenl - ~ voluntary act and deed. 

• Witnca my band :ind Nol:lrial Se:d thia_ ,t'.._day o~I9L-:k:-

• • ' ~~~~~-/:-
• ( - l :..<'N~Y- PUBUC-. -
·.·; -✓ 

~.•·~. '. . 
! .T ~ • 

:. -~-°-~.~~~:NTY·~.. , 

,, :.. On thia...t:L -;:J: day of .. ~~.' A. D. 19LZ.;• before me,• Notary Public in and for 

uld County, peraonally appeared Rtf~~~ Pllllor of the Catholic church of 

&k.k~-aL~~a In~~ County, Io-. 

and~aJd...~~nd~~. to me known lo be thepcnomwbo 

' • aignod the loregoiog Articles ol lncorponation md acknowledged that they executed uid inatrument u their 

• , ;oiuntary act and deed. @ 

. -.. ·: Witnca my band and Notarial Seal at...lf~""""'~--...,..... 

1912, he~ore me, a 

. · '. Hotory Publio in and for l!laid County and etate, pereonally a:p!)eared 

. <\it. Rev. James '?. Saunders, Vioar General or the • lliooeee or Sioux 
• r:-·. ·: • 
•• ;; ,Qity, to me knollll to be the person who signed the rorel§oing 

'_:J;tioleo of Inoorporation and aokno\1ledged that he exeouted the 

'.'. ea·id. instrument ae hie ' ;olunta.ry aot and deed. 
~ .. :. . • (.· ·,_ .. 

· ; )': ., ; Utneiss my hand and lfotarial eel':l,_t_~!.'.---2-.d.!l-Y ~·- · _ . . 
-- ~ ......... -- - - - . · - ··· - ·---- - ---.. -------- ·-

,: .. • ~ , 1912 • 
.. . t · ,! ~ 

aryPUblio. 
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UNITED ST ATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

CARROLL WEST QUADRANGLE 
IOWA- CARROLL CO. 

7 .5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) 

'44 
STORM LAKE 53 Ml. 94' 5~'30" 

I I 42"07 ' 30" 
,36 

J... \ • 
,Jt. \ 230 000 

FEET 
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42 0 • INTERIOR . GEO LOGIC,\~ SU AVFY R l: STQN . V IRCINIA- 19$0 .-{,
30

,. 336 R 36 W R 35 W 343OO0mE 7 Ml. TO JOWA 141 t <. 
40 Ml. TO INTERSTATE 80 

Mapped, ed ited , a nd published by the Geologica l Survey SCALE 124000 ROAD CLASSIFICATION 
l 

Control by USGS and NOS/NOAA 

Topography by photogrammetric methods from aerial photographs 
taken 1973. Field checked 1975. Map edited 1980 

Projection and 10,000-foot grid ticks: Iowa coordinate 
system, north zone (Lambert conformal conic) 
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DIOCESE OF SIOUX CITY 
Chancery 

)~ 23 2004 

September 20, 2004 - -

Ms. Beth Foster-Hill 
State Historical Society of Iowa 
600 E. Locust Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 50313 

Dear Ms. Hill , 

Recently we were notified that one of our church buildings wou!d be considered 
by the State National Register Nominations Review Committee for nomination to 
the National Register of Historic Places on October 8, 2004. In that notice you 
indicated that an owner of the property could object to such a listing by 
submitting a notarized statement to the State Historic Preservation Officer. 

With regard to the application of Holy Angels Catholic Church in Roselle , Iowa 
and in behalf of the Diocese of Sioux City, which canonically has ownership of 
the church of which the Bishop or his delegate is President of the Civil 
Corporation, I hereby register an official objection to the application placing Holy 
Angels Church of Roselle, Iowa on the National Register of Historic Places. 

In the Diocese of Sioux City, all churches are owned by the diocese and are 
separate corporations with the Bishop as the President, the Vicar General as the 
Vice-President, the Pastor as Secretary/Treasurer and two of the laity serve as 
Directors. As in the past, it remains the general policy of the Diocese not to have 
its churches registered on the National Register of Historic Places. 

Therefore, let this letter serve as the official letter of objection to placing Holy 
Angels Church of Roselle, Iowa on the National Register of Historic Places. 

If you have any questions about this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

With all good wishes and kindest greetings, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Rev. Msgr. Michael D. Sernett, J.C.D. 
Chancellor 

1821 JACKSON STREET• P.O. Box 3379 • SIOUX CITY, IOWA 51 1 02-3379 

712-255-7933 • FAX: 71 2-233-7598 



OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

March 1s, 2019 

Ms. Laura Sadowsky 
State Historian and National Register Coordinator 
State Historical Building 
600 E. Locust Street 
Des Moines, IA 50319-1006 

APR O 3 20 19 

RE: Holy Guardian Angels Church and Cemetery Historic District 

Dear Ms. Sadowsky, 

As you know, representatives from Holy Guardian Angels Church in Roselle contacted me in 2018 

with a request to endorse their renewed effort to have the church (aka Holy Guardian Angels 
Church and Cemetery Historic District) added to the National Register of Historic Places. An 
application to do so was submitted in 2004 and objected to at that time for reasons unknown to 
either the Diocese of Sioux City or the Historical Society. In a May 14, 2018 letter, I expressed 
hesitancy to remove the original object~on. 

I appreciate the additional information provided by your office and the patience of the good 
people from Holy Angels Church. As bishop of the Diocese of Sioux City, owner of Holy Guardian 
Angels Church and Cemetery at the corner of Jade Avenue and 245th Street in Roselle, Iowa, I 
consent to withdraw the objection to its listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Holy Angels Church in Roselle, historically and architecturally, is a testimony to the faith and 
devotion of so many, past and present, here in the Diocese of Sioux City. If for any reason you 
have questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact my office. 

Your brother in Christ, 

R &&Cb, "Yv:.~ 
Most Reverend R. Walker Nickless 
Bishop of Sioux City 

cc: Very Reverend Mark J. Stoll, V.F. 
Tom and Patty Simons 
Russ Riesenberg 

-------------------------·--------------------
STATE OF Iowa, COUNTY OF Woodbury 

On this day, personally appeared before me 'R , U..) O.. \ 'f:::.W'I- \JI c:. \<.. 1 c ~ to me known to be the person(s) 
described in and who executed the within and foregoing instrument, and acknowledged that he/she signed the same 
as his/her voluntary act and deed, for the uses and purposes thereir.1 mentioned. 

Witness my hand and official seal hereto affixed this I ~ 
Notary Public in and for the State of :r::o t.0~ 

day of ro o..." Lh , Qo 19 . 
. My commission expires 6 - /l-Jo-;;u 

"i LINDA E TOPF 
~ <; Commission Number 811007 
• • •' ' ':- My Commission Expires 

1owt>- June 11, 2021 1821 JACKSON STREET • SIOUX CITY, IOWA 51 105 

DIOCESE OF SIOUX CITY 

(712) 233-7555 • FAX: (712) 233-7557 



l IOWA DEPARTMENT OF 
CULTURAL AFFAIRS 
IOWA ARTS PRODUCE STATE HISTORICAL 
COUNCIL IOWA SOCIETY OF IOWA 

CHRIS KRAMER, DIRECTOR 

March 25, 2019 

Joy Beasley, Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
National Register of Historic Places 
1849 C Street, NW, Mail Stop 7228 
Washington , DC 20240 

Dear Ms Beasley: 

KIM REYNOLDS, GOVERNOR 
ADAM GREGG, LT. GOVERNOR 

----- -----, 
RECBVED ?">80 • 

I APR O 3}:019 l 
N1' . R GISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Enclosed is a notarized letter that the current bishop of the Diocese of Sioux City is withdrawing the Diocese's objection to 
the listing of Holy Guardian Angels Church and Cemetery Historic District (Roselle, Carroll County, Iowa) in the National 
Register of Historic Places. This district received a determination of eligibility from the National Park Service on December 
29, 2004. 

If you have any questions, please contact Laura Sadowsky, State Historian, at laura.sadowsky@iowa.gov or 515-281-
3989. 

Sincerely, 

Steve King 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

STATE HISTORICAL BUILDING • 600 E LOCUST ST. • DES MOINES. IA 50319 • 515.281.5111 • IOWACULTURE.GOV 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Requested Action: Nomination 

Property Name: Holy Guardian Angels Church and Cemetery Historic District 

Multiple Name: 

State & County: IOWA, Carroll 

Date Received: 
4/3/2019 

Date of Pending List: Date of 16th Day: Date of 45th Day: Date of Weekly List: 
4/22/2019 5/7/2019 5/20/2019 

Reference number: 04001424 

Nominator: 

Reason For Review: 

X Accept 

Abstract/Summary 
Comments: 

Recommendation/ 
Criteria 

Return __ Reject 5/9/2019 Date 

The SHPO has provided a notarized letter from the Diocese of Sioux City (owners) removing 
their objection to listing the Holy Guardian Angels Church and Cemetery Historic District in 
the National Register. 
The Holy Guardian Angels Church and Cemetery Historic District is locally significant under 
National Register Criterion C in the area of Architecture. The 1904 church is an excellent 
local example of early twentieth century Gothic Revival-style ecclesiastical design and 
reflects the historic German Catholic heritage of the congregation, as does the adjacent 
cemetery. 

Accept NR Criterion C 

Reviewer Paul Lusignan Discipline Historian ------------
Telephone (202)354-2229 Date 5/9/2019 

DOCUMENTATION: see attached comments : No see attached SLR : No 

If a nomination is returned to the nomination authority, the nomination is no longer under consideration by the 
National Park Service. 




