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| limestone and cost about $40,000. The style is French Neo

lage rooms. First floor ceilings are fifteen feet high.

| four large bedrooms; each is furnished with original furniture.

|Victorian milieu until they died - Laura in 1959 and Anitg in

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

' tect, Monroe Schelre, the _contractor, John Summergsand the chief
carpenter, Matthew Taylo¥, were all from St. Paul. At that time
the Irvine Park neighborhood, where the house was built, was one
of the better sections of the city. The house has sixteen rooms

three stories and a full basement.. It was built of local grgy

Baroque of the|Second Empire, featuring mansard roof, elaborate
dormers, arched doors and windows with massive Iintels and
bracketing under the eaves.| This mansion, surrounded by a cast-
irotl fence, symbolizes the solid prosperity and respectability
of its owner. ' '

- On the first floor is the large parlor, measuring twenty by
forty feet. Its floor-to-ceiling bay window is flanked by white
marble fireplaces. The original carpet and gas light chandel-
iers, Steinway piano and furniture still furnish the room. The
library and reception room are on the other side of the main
hall; each has a fireplace, and the library has a bay window.
In the back wing are the dining room, kitchen, pantry and stor-

» ‘The second floor is reached by a main staircase and a back
staircase. The main section of the second floor is taken up by

The rear wing contains two bathrooms, one bedroom and the Gover-
nor's study. In his study, the Governor read, entertained and
conducted business. His law and history books line the shelves,
his law shingle and an engraving of Lincoln hang above the plain
desk, a spittoon rests beside the swivel chair and an easy chair
sits beside the iron stove. A - v

On the third floor, are three bedrooms for servants, a room
later used as a nursery, and the attic. The porches and floors
are select Minnesota white pine; most other woodwork is birch
or walnut. The window sills and frames are two feet thick, with
butternut shutters which fold into the frame. The house was bui]
with pipes for gas lighting and flues for hot air heating. When
electric lights and hot water heating were later installed, the
original fixtures were retained. -

‘ In 1872, the Ramseys and their daughter Marion bought fur-
niture for eight rooms in New York. Some articles were moved
from their former St. Paul house, and many furnishings were adde
through the years, including the popular angelic marble lovers,.
ostrich eggs on pedestals and glass domes over bouquets and
clocks. o
‘ Marion married Charles E., Furness in the house parlor in
1875. Whem her mother, Mrs. Ramsey, died in 1884, Marion, with
her children, returned as mistress of the house. After Mrs.
Furness' death in 1935, her daughters continued to live in the

1964. Laura and Anita Furness had willed the mansion to the
Minnesota Historical Society. It was their wish that it be

7. The Ramsey hopse was built between 1868”and 1872. The archii

restored, so far as possible, to its original appearance, and, A
; o1 1 o the publ W ‘E B House. dame int
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Description, continued

the possession of the Historical Society in 1964, the building
looked very much as it did when the Governor had it built.

The furnishings, plaster and wallpaper are now being restored.
Hot air heat with humidity and temperature control is being
installed. The carriage house is being &econstructed)to the.
1872 appearance, and will be used as an interpretation and ™
orientation area for visitors touring the house. A St. Paul j

urban renewal project is improving the neighborhood which had |
deteriorated since the turn of the century.
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lwith Henry H. Sibley at Mendota, beginning a friendship which

ldered a census and set a date for the elections.

‘States.l When a Democratic governor was appointed in 1852,

and federal offices than any other Minnesotan. From the time he
arrived, in 1849, until his death in 1903, he devoted himself
to the public and private welfare of Minnesota and its citizens
He established the administrative machinery of the territory
and guided the territory and state through difficult early
years. He represented the State in the United States Senate
for twelve vears. Before he returned to his adopted home, he
served in the administrative branch of the federal government
for seven yvears. This Victorian mansion reflects the life of
a man of public affairs and as such provides a contrast to the
log cabin and frame house of the homesteader and the immigrant.
, Alexander Ramsey, ex-Congressman from Pennsylvania, was:
appointed governor of Minnesota Territory because of his
successful campaigning for <Zachary Taylor in the electioncof
1848, When he arrived in the spring of 1849 with his wife and
small son, the governor's house was not yet ready. They stayed

lasted nearly half a century. Ramsey's first message to the

Legislature showed his broad interest in the settlement and

development of the territory. He organized the government, or-
E(His greatest

accomplishment was his negotiation of the treatiés of Traverse

des Sioux and Mendota in the summer of 1851, by which the

Sioux tribes ceded twenty-four million acres to the United

Ramsey stayed in St. Paul; he was elected mayor in 1855. In
the first election for the State of Minnesota, 1857, Ramsey was
the new Republican party's nominee for governor. He was de-
feated by his friend and political rival, Henry H. Sibley, but
won the office in the election of 1859. He was the first gov-
ernor to offer the War Department troops after . the firing on For
Sumpter in April, 1861. | In August, 1863, while many Minnesota
men were fighting in the South, the Sioux rose in a desperate
effort to reclaim their lost domain from the swelling numbers
of small farms and villages. As they swept down the Minnesota
valley, burning out farmer and villager, Governor Ramsey

raised a force of militia and paroled soldiers and commissioned
Sibley as their commander. By late fall, the uprising was
Hefeated and the tribes drivenrfrom the State ‘or penned in
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8. Alexander Ramsey held a greater number of important local

t

rison camps. Later that year, Governor Ramsey was elected
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8. OStatement of Significance, continued

United States Senator{by the state legislature. He was serving
in that office while he built this mansion. After retiring from
the Senate, he entertained President Rutherford B. Hayes in

his new home in 1878. . The next year, |President Hayes asked
Ramsey to be his Secretary of War;| he accepted and returned to
Washington until 1886, serving as Minnesota's first cabinet
member and later active on two special commissions. When he
returned, he devoted his last years to his friends, family,

and public welfare activities. FEach year, Sibley called on
May 27 to observe with his old friend, the anniversary of
Ramsey's arrival in Minnesota. At the age of eighty-eight,
Alexander Ramsey died on April 23, 1903. This house remained
the family home, essentially the same as when he lived there
for another sixty- one years.
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