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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Drummond house is a two-and-one-half story red brick house with a 
rough-cut stone foundation. The roof is a high hip with two extending hips, 
four extending gables, and various dormers and lesser gables. All the 
surfaces above the second story are shingled. The structure itself is 
square in plan with slight central projections on each side. There is 
a rock-faced stone string course between the first and second stories. 
A broad, denticulated cornice extends around the house. The woodwork for 
the cornice, shingles, and porches is very fine, adds subtle interest and 
serves as a transition between the smooth brick and rough shingles. The 
windows have flat-arched headers with brick voussoirs, rock-faced stone 
hood molds above, and rock-faced stone sills below. The house faces 
streets on three sides and a broad lawn on the fourth so that all the 
facades are major. Each facade is distinguished by smaller, picturesque 
features which vary from side to side.

The south facade faces a major thorough-fare, but does not have a major 
entrance. Toward the right end there is a one-bay wide gabled projection 
with a shingled gable containing a flat-arched Palladian window. There 
is a single-story arcaded porch at the center of the facade which is 
even with this projection. The west facade f s major feature is a tall, 
slightly projecting chimney with recessed panels of double and single 
arches. Just beneath the stone string course is a stone panel inscribed 
with the date, 1889. Flanking the chimney, above the second floor, is a 
shingled gable with windows on either side of the chimney continuing the 
Palladian motif. Near the northwest corner, the wall recesses to the 
plane defined by the major hip. This roof line and surface continue 
around the corner to a gabled center projection. Again the gable has 
a Palladian window and a shingled surface. The second floor of the 
projection has a bay window to the right and a small round-arched, 
stained glass window with a deep reveal to the left. The first floor 
has a broad veranda with Doric columns which continues to form a covered 
entrance porch and a porte-cochere. On the main wall of this porch is 
a broad Syrian-arched window, a nearly singular theme, that adds interest 
to the surface and directs attention toward the main entrance. The east 
facade, the only one not facing a street, is identical with the west side. 
The house is of the Queen Anne picturesque tradition which is characterized 
by interesting and varied surfaces and masses.

The exterior of the house appears to be in nearly original condition when 
compared with a 1905 photograph and seems to be sound structurally. It 
is in an old residential area near the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The David Drummond house is one of the finest examples in Eau Claire of 
the Queen Anne style, a major residential style in America during the 
1880s and 1890s. The Queen Anne is one of three original American resi 
dential styles that developed in the late-nineteenth century on the Eastern 
seaboard and spread across the country. In the Drummond house one finds 
a tendancy toward the Georgian Revival with a taut brick exterior and 
the classical motifs. However, the picturesque romanticism of the Queen 
Anne remains strong in the Drummond house with complex massing and 
shingled surfaces of the roofs.

David Drummond built the house in 1888 and 1889 and the Drummond family 
occupied it until 1932. Drummond was born in 1849, and in 1870 moved 
from his birthplace in Ontario, Canada, to Eau Claire. In 1873 he was 
one of the founders of Brooks and Drummond, a meat packing firm and 
from 1876 to 1881 he was president and sole administrator. In 1881 his 
brothers joined the firm, taking lesser administrative positions and the 
firm was renamed Drummond Packing Co. The Drummond Company grew to be 
the largest and most complete meat-packing operation in northwestern Wis 
consin. David Drummond was founder in 1882 of Eau Claire Gas and Light 
Co., in 1888 of a real estate company, and later of the Pioneer Furniture 
Co. In conjunction with his business interests, Drummond was a real 
estate speculator and built the Drummond Packing Co. office and refrige 
rator building in 1880, the Eau Claire Grocery Company buildings in 1882, 
his residence in 1888, and the Drummond Block in 1895. Thus, Drummond 
was an important historical figure in the city f s industrial growth and 
his residence is a fine example of a style important to the time and 
place.
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ENTRY NUMBER
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2. Location (Amendment)

Street and Number: 1310 State Street 

4. Owner of Property (New owner recently acquired)

Donald A. Losby
1310 State Street
Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54701

7. Describe Present and Original (If Known) Appearance (Substitute)

The Drummond house is a two-and-one-half story red brick house with a 
rock-faced stone foundation. The roof is a high gable with extending 
gables and dormers. All the surfaces above the second story are shingled, 
The structure itself is square in plan with slight projections on each 
side. There is a rock-faced stone string course between the first and 
second stories. A broad, denticulated cornice extends around the house. 
The woodwork for the cornice, shingles, and porches is very fine, adds 
subtle interest and serves as a transition between the smooth brick and 
rough shingles. The windows have flat-arched or round-arched heads 
with stone voussoirs and rock-faced stone sills. The house faces streets 
on three sides and a broad lawn on the fourth, so that all facades are 
significant. Each facade is distinguished by smaller, picturesque 
features which vary from side to side.

The east facade faces a major thoroughfare and has a small one-story 
tetrastyle portico with grouped columns. The north facade has a one-bay 
wide gabled projection with a shingled gable and round-arched second- 
story window opening. The nouth facade is simpler ttith a central gabled 
projection and later two-story corner addition to the rear. A dramatic 
three-story projection at the southeast corner of the house has a broad 
gable which cantilevers to the notth and south over a two-story bay 
window below. The large semi-circular arched second-story porch opening 
on the east facade is, next to this projecting wing, the most interesting 
visual feature. The house is of the Queen Anne picturesque tradition 
which is characterized by interesting and varied surfaces and masses. 
With the exception of the two-story rear addition, the house appears 
to be in nearly original condition and is sound structurally, It is 
in an old residential area near the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire.
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