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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Phelps Hotel faces west and is 26 feet in width and 50 feet in length. 
The building was erected in 1885 as a large, unpretentious,two-story, 
frame structure with a full, basement and a hip roof. J. W. Kimball 
served as construction contractor. The lower story included an office, 
parlor, dining room, kitchen, and bedroom, while the upper' story was 
divided into ten bedrooms.

Some subsequent alterations have been made to the exterior of the hotel, 
including the replacement,of the original front veranda with a newer 
veranda and the enlargement of several windows ~. Howevery-few interior 
alterations have apparently been made over the years. The hotel still 
has an old bathtub that was equipped with a hinged lid and padlocked, and 
guests wishing to use it were charged 25 cents. The hotel's old registers, 
which include the names of many early settlers and travelers, may still be 
examined inside the building.

The Phelps Hotel is well located for tourism. It is situated in the center 
of Big Springs and located along U.S. route 138 (Pine Street). Just 
south of town is the Big Springs interchange of Interstate 80, and just 
west of this interchange is the junction of Interstate 80 (leading west 
to Salt Lake City and San Francisco) and Interstate SOS (to Denver and 
Los Angeles). About 16 miles north of Big Springs is Ash Hollow State 
Historical Park, now under development. A portion of this park is now on 
the National Register. The Phelps Hotel is located along a principal 
access route to this park from Interstate 80.

Just east of the Phelps Hotel is a small brick building originally erected 
as a post office and purportedly constructed in the 1920's. The property 
of both the hotel and the old post office occupy lots 16, 17, and 18 in 
Block 9 of Thompson's Addition to Big Springs. These three lots, which 
occupy a 75 x 140 foot area, define the boundaries of the property now 
being nominated to the National Register.

In 1968 the voters of Deuel County approved a one mill tax levy to support 
museum projects of both the Big Springs and Chappell chapters of the Deuel 
County Historical Society. These funds have not yet been expended. The 
Big Springs chapter hopes to acquire lots 16, 17, and 18, restore the 
Phelps Hotel, and install museum artifacts and exhibits in the adjoining 
post office building.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built in 1885, the Phelps Hotel is viewed as the most important nineteenth 
century landmark in Deuel County. It is-typical of many similar hotels 
built during western Nebraska's pioneer period. Few of these early 
structures survive, however, and the interior of the Phelps Hotel [unlike 
that of other surviving early hotels in western Nebraska) is well pre 
served. <v

The Phelps Hotel, also known as the "House of Three Chimneys" in its 
early years, is Deuel County's oldest hotel. Since the time of its con 
struction, it has been owned and managed by the Phelps family, who were 
among the first settlers in the Big Springs area. The hotel was one-of 
the first commercial buildings erected in Big Springs and is believed to 
be the oldest commercial building in that community. Soon after it was 
built, it became a center.of community activity in the Big Springs 
vicinity and a haven of rest for early travelers, land seekers, and 
pioneers. Here the first church services in the Big Springs area were 
held.

The Union Pacific Railroad reached the site of Big Springs in 1867, and 
the townsite soon became a railroad stop. In 1869 this railroad was 
completed to Utah, where it joined with the Central Pacific Railroad to 
form America's first transcontinental railroad. Big Springs was the site 
of a famous train robbery on September 18, 1877. A Union Pacific train, 
its passengers, and the Big Springs depot (not extant) were robbed, and 
Sam Bass and his gang reportedly escaped with over $60,000. Bass was 
killed in Texas by Texas Rangerson July 21, 1878.

It was not until late in 1884 that Big Springs was platted and established 
as a community. Edwin A. Phelps, who worked for the Union Pacific, had 
been transferred here with his family in 1883. Mrs. Phelps took roomers 
into their small home until the Phelps Hotel was completed in December 
of 1885.

The hotel's grand opening was celebrated with a banquet and dance on 
Christmas Eve, 1885, and attended by most settlers in the vicinity. Mrs. 
E. A. (Sarah) Phelps operated the hotel from the outset. Following her 
death many years later, the hotel remained open until 1965 under the 
management of Mr. and Mrs. Edwin A. Phelps, Jr., who lived at the hotel.
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LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
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PHELPS HOTEL

8. The hotel's name has never been changed. E. A. Phelps, Jr., died in 
1959. Since his wife's death in 1968, the building has been vacant. The 
Phelps family, which still owns the building, is sympathetic to current 
plans for public acquisition and development of the hotel property.
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