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Statement of Significance: (Reference names, dates, events, areas of significance/study
unit themes)
Date of Construction: ca 1903-1908
Architect/Builder:
Historical Significance:

The residence at 4 North 16th Avenue is associated with Yakima's second period of development from 1900 to 1918. The
Yakima Heights Residence Tracts was platted July 10, 1903. Homes in this western section of Yakima developed following
the population boom in the first decade of the 1900's and the extension of streetcar lines by the Yakima Valley Trans-
portation Company. This area catered to a diverse group of new arrivals seeking opportunities in an expanding city and
to established families building modern residences in the suburbs. This residence is significant as one of the eclectic
designs of the early 20th century ' . developed by architects for middle/upper income families in business and profes-
sions. The Dills House is one of the finest examples of the "American Foursquare" style of the larger, two-story
residences built in eclectic styles in Yakima for affluent families. The plan is layed out in a square pattern with
corner bays projecting from the second floor which is a typical element of the "American Foursquare”. This residence
adopts features from -~ the rustic Craftsman style, The hipped roof with hipped dormer, flared eaves with
exposed rafters, full-front porch resting on cut-stone, and leaded glass are consistent with influences of the period.

: This residence was built by prominent retail clothing merchant, I. Harrison "Harry"” Dills and his wife

&dd!t?onal Docg:rlqtpn of Physical Appearance & Significant Architectural Festures:
{Architectural significance; can include interior & site features; address integrity
issues specifically)

The Dills House at 4 North 16th Avenue is a two story residence exhibiting the "American Foursquare"” design. The
building is organized under a central hipped roof with flared eaves and exposed rafter tails. The corners have project-
ing squared bay with flared hipped roof. Small hipped dormers complete the roof design. The upper floor has shingle
siding while the lower floor is polygonal stone veneer. A low-pitched hipped roof defines a full-facade porch which
extends along the south elevation. The support columns are large octagonal elements with capitals and bases resting on
stonework. The windows are of several designs with diamond patterned upper units over single light lower units. The
projecting south bay window combines diamond patterns with single-light units. The glass entry door is flanked by
leaded glass containing the diamond pattern. The foundation is a polygonal stone of volcanic stone with openings formed
by segmental arches. Interior alterations for office use occurred during the Boy Scout tenancy. The yard has received
a complex landscape plan with plantings, rockeries, an entry gate and partially completed volcanic stone garden wall,
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Statement of Significance (continued):

Gertrude, ca. 1903-1908. Dills came to Yakima in 1888. He owned the Star Clothing Company at the corner of 2nd Street
and Yakima Avenue. He was president of Yakima Fruit Products Co. and U.S. Development Co. and had interests in the
Sunshine Mine in Idaho. Dills was a leader in game conservation and an adventurer who explored Alaska and the Bering
Straits. This outdoor interest is reflected in the rustic elements of his residence. Following Dills death, the
property was purchased by Harry and Margaret Cahalan in 1953. The Cahalan's donated the property to Fort Simcoe Area
Council of the Boy Scouts in 1956. Major interior alterations occurred in converting the house to office use. The
original interior was built by Frank Steindorf who is noted for the significant interiors of the A.F. Larson Building
(NRHP, 09/11/84) and St. Paul's Cathedral in Yakima. Restoration of the interior has been an on-going process since
Herschel and Vieva McDonald purchased the home. Restoration of original landscape features are planned.

Additional Description of Physical Appearance & Significant Architectural Features (continued):

all of which .detract from the original design of the building. A neon sign at the porch cornice reads "Boy Scouts of
America”. A two-car garage is located at the rear. With the exception of the rock fencing and landscaping, the
integrity of the original exterior design has been maintained. Restoration of the landscage is planned. Interior
restoration has been on-going since the current owner purchased the property. The interior is

with shelf moldings; cut and leaded glass windows; doors with leaded glass panels; built-in cabinetry; and oak floors

with walnut and cherry in-laid borders.

Total number of contributing properties: 1 (house)
noncontributing properties: 1 (garage)
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