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1. Name

historic Bi gel ow School

and/or common Same

2. Location

street & number 350 West Fourth Street n/ anot for publication

city,townn Boston (South Boston) n /avicinity o

dae Massachusetts code 025 county Suffolk code 025
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public ' occupied agriculture museum
jx building(s) 'y private ; i X unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object n/g” in process yes: restricted government scientific
being considered N yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military X nthpr:Vacant s

4. Owner off Property

Ur ban Renai ssance Properties
nane

dregt & number 50 Berkeley Street

city, town Boston NZA vicinity of stae Massachusetts
5. Location off Legal Description

courthouse, regigtry of deeds, €c. ' N - Suffolk County Registry of Deeds

street & number Penberton Square

city, town Boston state  MA

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

tittel) Inventory of the Historic hes this property been determined dligible?

Assets of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts yes no

date 1981 #SB-536 federal state county local
depositoryforsurvey records M assachusetts Historical Commission

city, toon  Boston state MA
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Given the size of the school yard, it is possible that significant archaeological
remains may have survived. Expected resources would include foundations and features
from early to mid 19th century residences and evidence of the original 1850 school.



8. Slgnifficance g gelow school , Boston, M

Period Areas of Significance—Check andjustify below
prehistoric . archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture, religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 JE_ architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 _ _ commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
. invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1901 Builder/Architect pharles J. Bateman

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Bigelow School retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials
and workmanship. Built i n1902, i ti ssignificant as one of the nost
representative exanples of a Classical Revival School and as a representative
exanpl e of Charles J. Bateman, noted Boston Architect, who served as City
Architect from 1893-94 and again i n1898. As such, it meets criteria A & C of
the National Register of Historic Places.

By theturn of thecentury, South Boston had devel oped into a highly n
cosmopolitan comunity, containing a diverse populationcharacterized by
strong religious traditions. The area housed nore churches, both Catholic and
Protestant, than any other region of i t ssize i nAmerica. Atotal of 23
school s supported a popul ation of 70,000 i n1900. Tenyears laterthe

popul ati on peaked at over 100,000. (Today thepopulationi s40,000 and t he
popul ation decline has resulted i n numerous school closings.)

The energence of Classical Revival architecture i nthelate 19th c. was

heral ded by t heBoston Public Library, 1888-95, whose construction influenced
a series of nonunental classical building designs. Including Synphony Hall,
1900, South Station, 1899, and t he New England Conservatory, 1901.

The Classical Revival period coincidedwith demographic shifts i n Boston as
the City becarme nore of a pluralistic society, acconodating theincreased

imm grant popul ati onespecially thelrish. These changes also affectedt he
architecture of public schools i n Bostod',j'"signreform | edby Ednund
VWheelwright, City Architect i n1891 and 1895. As architect andauthor on the
subject. Wheelwright's works influenced his colleague's school designsi n
forthright function andstylistic simplicity. Bateman's Bigelow School
reflects these principles.

A view of theBigelow was contained i nthe1901edition of Tooney's History of
South Boston: "This building i sone of thefinest i nthecity, having, besides
seventeen school roons, a science room exhibition hall, gymasium
shower-bath room lunch room teachers' room masters' room sub-master's
roonms and |ibrary. The building i sconstructed of buff brick andWarsaw

Bl uestone trimmngs andi sfitted with all of the nmost nodern facilities for
heating, lighting and ventilating."

Charles J. Bateman who served as City Architect |1 n1893-94 and again i n 1898
was thearchitect for thebuilding. Born i nCanbridge, Massachusetts i n 1851,
Bat enan was educated at Canbridge public schools andat MI.T. While at






NPS Form 10-900-i OMB No. 1024-0018

(3.«2) ,

\ " E)ip. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior r - "
National Park Service |Fof NS us9 cniy

National Register of Historic Places Noeved
Inventory—Nomination Form Iceieeriead

Continuation sheet Bigelow School Item number 8; 6 Page 1

Boston, MA

MI1.T., he worked for thefirm of Faul kner and Clarke. Hisfirst position
upon graduati onwas with George Ropes of Kansas. | n 1876 Batenman began hi s
own practice i nBoston where he practiced until 1932. Baterman was a
tremendously prolific and diverse architect who was very active during
Boston's high growth period from 1880-1910. | nhis private practice he

desi gned several period hones, fron single famly tolarge multi-famly
buildings including wooden triple deckers i n Roxbury and Dorchester and brick
row houses i nt he South End, Beacon Hill, Charlestown and t heNorth End. He
did some institutional work while i n private practice, including the original
Carney Hospital i n South Boston, St. Cecilia's i ntheBack Bay, St.
Catherine's i nCharlestown and t he Church of t he Mst Precious Blood i n Hyde
Park. While serving as City Architect, his works included Roxbury High
School, t he George Put nam School, Auburn Street School, Hanmel Street School,
The O Street school and t he Charlestown Fire-house. By thetime he retiredi n
1932, Batenman had nmade a significant contribution t oBoston's architecture

having built a variety of styles i nnearly every neighborhood of the City.

A public school building has been standing on this sane site for one hundred
and thirty-four years. The first school was built i n1850 and was naned f or
the Honorable John P. Bigel ow who was then Mayor of Boston (1849-51). Bigel ow
al so served as Secretary of State and as a nenber of theUS House of
Representatives. The original Bigelow school was for girls and was taught by
a master and sevfen female assistants. M. Frederick Crafts was the first
master, and was succeeded by M. Joseph Hale, i n August, 1852. 1 n1899 t he
original building was razed t omake roomfor t hepresent structure.

The present school closed i n1976 and”111 be rehabilitated into housing under
the provisions of theEconony Recovery |*ct of 1981. A

Section 6. Representationi nExisting Surveys

2) South Boston Preservation Survey
1981 [ocal
Bost on Landmar ks Conraiisslon
Boston, M\



B (A.ONSHIDL
350 VEST FORTH STREET
SAJH B3STAN

City of Boston

Topographi ¢ &Pl ai ni mstxic Survey
Sheet 23 N- 13 E

1" = 100
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e owner objection , Federal Agency:

e appeal

Substantive Review: e sample Q request mi NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one
excellent | | deteriorated unaltered

CH good I 1 ruins altered

o fair | I unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph 7" e o7\
e completeness

e clarity ' ‘e

e alterations/integrity _ L ",

| ldates

e boundary selection

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
e original site
a moved date.







































