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DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Caledonia Building can be described as a Victorian Brownstown of the Second 
Empire period. Except for the f i r s t f l o o r , where the front has been altered s l i g h t l y 
for r e t a i l purposes, the building appears to have remained v i r t u a l l y unaltered 
throughout the years. The second and t h i r d f l o o r windows which are capped with 
ornamental brownstown l i n t e l s are i n good condition. The decorative brownstown 
columns are decaying rapidly and i n need of repair i f they are to remain. Many 
other details on the ornamental facade are also i n need of repair i f the building 
i s to be preserved. The sloping Mansard roof and i t s slate grey t i l e s are i n 
r e l a t i v e l y good condition. The most Impressive a r c h i t e c t u r a l feature of the 
bui l d i n g , the protruding pavilions with t h e i r own roofs have withstood weathering 
better than the rest of the facade and the ornamental details have remained i n t a c t . 
A note must be made of the fact that although the building was constructed i n 1874 
by the o r i g i n a l owner R.P. Crafts, the Caledonian insignia i s believed to have 
been added between 1879 and 1885 when the building was purchased by the Caledonian 
Benefit Club. 

The i n t e r i o r of the building for the most part i s i n i t s o r i g i n a l state. Floors 
and stairways are s o l i d and the woodwork has retained much of the o r i g i n a l q u a l i t i e s 
of workmanship. The walls and ceilings are devoid of cracks and crumbling which 
can be at t r i b u t e d to the fact that the building was occupied and maintained up 
u n t i l 1968. Since that time, the upper stories have been vacant while the f i r s t 
f l o o r has been occupied by small stores and a Spanish Church. 

While the general s t r u c t u r a l features including support members appear to be 
s o l i d , the lack of maintenance to the exterior and the i n t e r i o r of the upper 
fl o o r s has allowed decay and deterioration of the ornamental features of the 
building to begin. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Caledonian was constructed i n 1874 during Holyoke's fastest growing and most 
productive era. I t was one of many fine Victorian s t y l e buildings to spring up i n 
the High Street area, which was fast becoming the City's r e t a i l commercial, 
business and government center. This area remains the Central Business D i s t r i c t 
of the City and the Caledonia i s s t i l l one of the most impressive examples of 
Victorian architecture i n the North High Street area. 

Roswell P. Crafts b u i l t the Caledonian for business o f f i c e , and commercial purposes. 
At t h i s time i t was not called the Caledonian, but the "Crafts Building." However 
R. P. Crafts'interest soon turned to p o l i t i c s and he was elected as the second Mayor 
of Holyoke i n 1877 and l a t e r served i n the state l e g i s l a t u r e . I t can be speculated 
that R.P. Crafts' new interests l e f t l i t t l e time f o r the re a l estate business, so 
he sold his building on High Street somewhere between 1879 and 1885 to the Caledonian 
Benefit Club, who occupied the t h i r d and fourth f l o o r and rented the remaining two 
f l o o r s . There i s a great h a l l and an auditorium on the fourth f l o o r which the club 
used to conduct meetings and club a c t i v i t i e s . 

The Caledonian Benefit Club was organized November 22, 1879 with an o r i g i n a l 
membership of 31. The object of the organizers was to create a permanent fund f o r 
the benefit of t h e i r fellow countrymen and women i n time of sickness and distress, 
and for the c u l t i v a t i o n and promotion of Scottish l i t e r a t u r e , song and poetry. 
I t s membership grew from i t s o r i g i n a l 31 to 200 i n 1896 to 400 i n 1912. Although 
the club i s no longer i n existence, the Caledonian k i l t i e band, the oldest band 
of i t s type i n the country and an offshoot of the club, s t i l l performs i n parades 
throughout New England. 

The f i r s t f l o o r of the Caledonian building i s currently used for r e t a i l a c t i v i t i e s 
which includes a luggage and leather store, and a Spanish Church. Unfortunately, 
the upper floors are vacant and unused, a factor which i s contributing to the further 
decay of the structure. lA-though a large number of buildings of t h i s p a r t i c u l a r 
style were constructed i n the mid to lat e 1880's, they are rapidly disappearing through 
urban renewal e f f o r t s and being replaced by s t e r i l e concrete, steel and glass structures. 



IMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Holyoke Transcript-Telegram 30 Year Anniversary e d i t i o n , 1912 

IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 6 6 4 5 S Q . f t . 

QUADRANGLE NAME Spr ing f i e ld North 
UTM REFERENCES 

A Q j i J I6 | 9, 7| 5.1,01 I 4. 61 7, 5] 3. 9. 0| 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

CUJ I I I I I , I I • I • I • • I 

QUADRANGLE SCALE 1 2 4 0 0 0 

ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

DLXJ I I . 1 • . I I • I • I . • 
• 1 . i 1 I • I I I • > I F L J I I I I • • I I . I I I• I I 
• I . I I I • I ' i • • I H L U I X U • • 1 I I 1 • I • \ I 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Please r e f e r to the attached assesor's map on i^hich the property boundaries are 
de l in ia ted i n red. 
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Holyoke, Massachusetts 
Caladomia Building 
City Tax Assessor s Map 
Scale 1" ="50 feet 
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i i i i i i m f i 
MASSACHUSETTS 

HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 

A p r i l 11 , 1979 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

- " ; \ 

m 1 Mr. Charles Harrington, Chief 
Registration Branch 
National Register Division 
Office of Archeology and Hist o r i c Preservation 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
U. S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

Enclosed i s the National Register nomination form f o r the 
Caledonia Building i n Holyoke. I t was determined e l i g i b l e 
f o r l i s t i n g i n the National Register on February 6, 1976 by 
the Secretary of the I n t e r i o r i n accordance with 36 CFR Part 
800. We requested on March 10, 1976 that the building be 
l i s t e d on the National Register, and were informed that we 
would have to submit the o r i g i n a l typed form, photographs, and 
map, which are enclosed. We now request that t h i s building 
be considered for l i s t i n g . 

Sincerely, 

1979 

Christine Boulding 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Enclosure 

CB/pg 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 
MASSACHUSETTS 

STATE 

Date Entered 

Name Location 

Caledonia Building Holyoke 
Hampden County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Paul G. Tsongas 

Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Honorable Silvio 0. Conte 

NR Byers/bjr 7/5/79 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mrs. Patricia L. Weslowskl 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 
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