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The Cal edonia Building can be described as a Victorian Brownstown of t he Second
Empire period. Except for thefirst floor, where thefront has been altered slightly
for retail purposes, thebuilding appears tohave remained virtually unaltered
throughout t heyears. The second and third floor wi ndows which are capped with
ornamental brownstown lintels arei ngood condition. The decorative brownstown
colums ar e decaying rapidly and in need of repair i f they aretoremin. Mny
other details on t heornamental facade arealso in need of repair i f thehbuilding
is tobe preserved. The sloping Mansard roof and its slate grey tiles are i n
relatively good condition. The nost Inpressive architectural feature of the
buil ding, theprotruding pavilions with their ow roofs have withstood weathering
better than therest of thefacade and t heornamental details have remained intact.
A note nust be made of t hefact that although the building was constructed i n1874
by theoriginal owner RP. Crafts, theCaledonian insignia i sbelieved t ohave
been added between 1879 and 1885 when the building was purchased by t he Cal edoni an
Benefit Cl ub.

The interior of thebuilding for the most part i sinitsoriginal state. Floors

and stairways aresolid and the woodwork has retained nuch of theoriginal qualities
of workmanship. The walls and ceilings aredevoid of cracks and crumbling which
can be attributed tothefact that thebuilding was occupied and mai ntained up

until 1968. Since that time, theupper stories have been vacant while the first
floor has been occupied by small stores and a Spani sh Church.

VWhile thegeneral structural features including support menbers appear t obe
solid, thelack of maintenance totheexterior and theinterior of theupper
floors has allowed decay and deterioration of t heornamental features of the
bui l ding t o begin.
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The Cal edoni an was constructed i n 1874 during Hol yoke's fastest grow ng and nost
productive era. | twas one of many fine Victorian style buildings tospring upin
the High Street area, which was fast beconming theCity's retail comercial,

busi ness and government center. This area remains theCentral Business District
of theCity and theCaledonia i sstill one of the nost inpressive exanples of
Victorian architecture i ntheNorth High Street area.

Roswell P. Crafts built theCaledonian for business office, and comercial purposes.
At this time it was not called theCaledonian, but the"Crafts Building." However

R P. Crafts'interest soon turned topolitics and he was elected as t hesecond Mayor
of Holyoke i n1877 and later served i nthestate legislature. |t can be specul ated
that RP. Crafts' new interests left [ittle time for thereal estate business, so

he sold his building on High Street sonewhere between 1879 and 1885 t ot he Cal edoni an
Benefit Club, who occupied thethird and fourth floor and rented theremainingtwo
floors. There i sa great hall and an auditorium on thefourth floor which theclub
used t o conduct meetings and club activities.

The Cal edoni an Benefit Cub was organized Novenber 22, 1879 with an original
menbership of 31. The object of theorganizerswas tocreate a permanent fundfor
the benefit of their fellow countrymen and wonen i ntime of sickness and distress,
and for thecultivation and promotion of Scottish literature, song and poetry.

I'ts menmbership grew fromits original 31 t0o 200 i n 1896 t 0400 i n1912. Although
the club i sno longer i nexistence, theCaledonian kiltie band, theoldest band

of itstype i nthecountry and an offshoot of theclub, still performs i n parades
throughout New Engl and.

The first floor of theCaledonian building i scurrently used for retail activities

which includes a luggage and |eather store, and a Spanish Church. Unfortunately,

the upper floors arevacant and unused, a factor which i scontributing tothefurther
decay of thestructure. | A-though a | arge nunber of buildings of this particular

style were constructed i nthe midtolate 1880's, they arerapidly disappearingthrough
urban renewal efforts and being replaced by sterile concrete, steel and glass structures.
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______ ~ COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
lititimfi Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street
HISTORICAL Boston, Massachusetts

02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State
April 11, 1979 - "\
M. Charles Harrington, Chief m1l 190

Regi stration Branch

National Register Division

Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
U S Department of the Interior

Washi ngton, DC 20243

Dear M. Herrington:

Enclosed i stheNational Register nomnation formfor the
Cal edonia Building i nHolyoke. | t was determined eligible

for Iisting i ntheNational Register on February 6, 1976 by
the Secretary of thelnterior i naccordance with 36 R Part
800. W requested on March 10, 1976 that thebuilding be
listed on theNational Register, and were informed that we
would have t osubmit theoriginal typed form photographs, and
nmap, which areenclosed. W& now request that this building
be considered for listing.

Sincerely,

Christine Boul ding
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

Encl osure

CB/ pg



ENTR ES | N THE NATI ONAL REQ STER
MASSACHUSETTS
STATE

Date Entered

Nane Locati on

Cal edoni a Buil di ng Hol yoke
Hanpden County

Al'so Notified
Honorabl e Paul G Tsongas
Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Silvio 0. Conte Ms. Patricia L. Wesl owskl
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission
294 Washington Street
NR Byers/bjr 715/ 79 Boston, Massachusetts 02108

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.
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