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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Andrew R. McGill House is located at 2203 Scudder Avenup in North 
Saint Anthony Park, St. Paul. The mansion was built in 1888V6nd served 
as McGill's residence during his terms aj^- governor, state senator, and 
postmaster of St. Paul.

The exterior of this Queen Anne style mansion exists today slightly 
altered from its original configuration. As designed, the mansion con­ 
tained many Queen Anne features such as a wrap-around porch, a second 
story porch, a two story tower, and a carriage house to the rear of the * 
mansion. The two porches and the carriage house were removed in a 193(V^ 
renovation. The massing of the mansion remains Queen Anne.

Entrance to the mansion is gained through a set of double doors. 
The outer doors are covered with decorative iron grill-work. The inner 
doors contain elaborate decorative glass panels. These doors open onto 
a hall from which an oak balustraced..staircase-;leads to the second floor. 
The interior contains twelve rooms distributed on the first and second 
floors, an attic and a finished basement. The interior has not been 
noticeably altered since its construction; it retains its original 
lighting fixtures and decorative design on door knobs, door hinges and 
woodwork.

The present owners plan to restore the mansion to its 1888 appearance.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Andrew R. McGill was one of the most active and prominent Minnesota 
political figures from 1865 until his death in 1905. McGill came from 
the "home of Minnesota governors", St. Peter, where he served as a 
newspaper editor, as superintendent°of schools in Nicollet County and 
as a District Court clerk.

In May of 1869 he was admitted to the bar by Judge Horace Austin, 
and when, a year later, Judge Austin became governor, McGill was 
appointed his private secretary. In 1873 he was appointed by Governor 
Austin to the office of insurance commissioner, a post which he filled 
for thirteen years by appointment of the successive governors, Cushman 
K. Davis, John S. Pillsbury, and Lucius Hubbard.

In 1887, McGill won the governorship over the notorious but popular 
political boss and offtime mayor of Minneapolis, Dr. A. A. Ames, on the 
issue of high license fees for saloons, then a new question in 
Minnesota and the nation. McGill, after taking office, successfully 
led a move for a high license act (1887) -- saloon licenses were put at 
$1,000 in cities of 10,000 or over. This law subsequently became a 
model for other states. One of the chief crusaders against the saloon 
was the Catholic prelate Archbishop John Ireland; and the rather close 
election of McGill has been ascribed largely to his efforts. After 
achieving the legislation he favored, McGill was not rewarded by re- 
election.

From 1899-1905 McGill served in the Minnesota state senate. In 1900, 
by suspension of the presidential rule, he was appointed postmaster of 
St. Paul, thus holding a state and federal office at the same time.
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