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The home of William Cobb, Rocky Mount, was built in 1770 as a 
nine-room, two-storyJhousePof white oak logs cut from a surrounding 
area. There was a large hipped chimney of brick at the left and 
in the ell at the back. The rooms contained large, well-proportionec 
fireplaces and mantels of pine. A paneled stairway had decorated 
stringers and the handrail was walnut. The original shingles were 
oak boards secured with handmade pegs. The glass windows, noticed 
by Governor Blount, were a rarity on the frontier and were excellent 
status symbols.

The house remained in the same family for generations and had 
very few changes made. In the late nineteenth century the house 
,was "modernized" -/when the logs were covered with weatherboarding 
and the outside kitchen was moved to the inside where the dining 
room is now. A new dining room was added on the north side of the 
kitchen. The dogtrot became a bedroom and a limestone fireplace 
was built between the kitchen and bedroom. The hall and TGreat 
Room" were divided for more Victorian style at that time.

In the restoration of the house after its purchase by the state 
in 1959, the renovations were removed and the house went back to 
its original shape. The kitchen and scullery were reconstructed 
onjip foundations where the originals Fad stood. The weatherboard- 
ing was removed and cedar shake shingles were put on the roof 
instead of the white oak shingles which it originally had. The 
partition was removed from between the hall and "Great Room." Today, 
the house and its dependencies are restored as nearly as possible 
and. are .in excellent condition.

Recent outbuildings added include a large barn and a museum
building.. . .::;.;> : •' '••
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L William Cobb came to the ( Watauga-Holston country as one of 
the first settlers in Tennessee. Between 1770-1772 he built 
his log home, Rocky-'Mduntv^ William Cobb served as a justice 
of the peace when the North Carolina legislature created 
Washington-County. He also served as a commissioner to lay out 
the town of Jonesborough. His home was-for years a beacon 
light in the pioneer settlement. Daniel Boone, John Sevier, 
William Campbell, Richard Henderson, Isaac Shelby, Andrew 
Jackson and others spent time at Rocky Mount. A group of men 
on their way to King's Mountain stopped by Rocky Mount and, 
according to tradition, Cobb equipped the men with bacon, 
horses, bullets, and slave labor. Almost 20 years later when 
North Carolina ceded her western lands to the United States and 
the territory south of the River Ohio was created, George 
Washington appointed William Blount as territorial'governo'r. 
He made the capitol Rocky Mount and carried on territorial 
business there from 1790 until 1792, or eighteen months*-until 
the capitol was moved to Knoxville. Thus Rocky Mount was the 
first capitol of what is now Tennessee.

After 1792 the Cobb family moved but Rocky Mount was taken 
by Henry Massengill, Jr. who had married William Cobb T s daughter, 
Penelope. The house remained in the Massengill family for four 
generations. Once it was used as a post office for Sullivan 
County. After 1900, tenants occupied the house for a while 
until the State of Tennessee purchased it in 1959.
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